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225 SATAN'SBANQUET JOHN 2:9-10

A Sermon
Delivered on SabbattMorning, November 28th, 1858
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At the Music Hall, Royal Surrey Gardens

0The governor of the feast called the bridegroom, and saith
unto him, every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine;
and whenmen have well drunk, then that which is worse; but thou
hast kept the good wine until nowd fi John 2:910

THE GOVERNOR of the feast said more than he intended to
say, or rather, there is more truth in what he said than he himself
i magined. This is the establishe
wine first, and when men have well drunk, then that which is
wor s e . be rdlet withi men; tand have not hundreds of
disappointed hearts bewailed it? Friendship fhistoily tongue,
the words softer than butter, and afterwards the drawn sword.
Ahithophel first presents the lordly dish of love and kindness to
David, then afterards that which is worse, for he forsakes his
master, and becomes the counsellor of his rebel son. Judas
presents first of all the dish of fair speech and of kindness; the
Saviour partook thereof, he walked to the house of God in
company with him, and toabweet counsel with him; but
afterwards there came the dregs of thefivinele t ha't eat €
bread with me hath | ifted up his
betrayed his Master, bringing f
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worse. 6 Ye have \Whonuyedhought yow o wi t
friends. In the heyday of prosperity, when the sun was shining,

and the birds were singing, and all was fair and gay and cheerful

with you, they brought forth the good wine; but there came a
chilling frost, and nipped your flowers, #redleaves fell from

the trees, and your streams were frosted with the ice, and then

they brought forth that which is wofs¢hey forsook you and

fled; they left you in your hour of peril, and taught you that great
trut h, t hat 0 C u in mandand nsaketh #esht h a t 1
his arm. é And this filsayttbnee way a
agaif not merely with men, but with nature too.

oAl as, for wus, i f thou wert al
And nought beyond O earth;o

for doth not this world serve us just the same? Iyouuin
it brings forth the best wine; then we have the sparkling eye, and
the ear attuned to music; then the blood flows swiftly through the
veins and the pulse beats joyously; but wait a little and there shall
come forth afterwards that which is worsethiwkeepers of the
house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves;
the grinders shall fail because they are few, they that look out of
the windows shall be darkened, all the daughters of music shall be
brought low; then shall the strong naiter, the grasshopper
shall be a burden, and desire shall fail, the mourners shall go about
the streets. First there is the flowing cup of youth, and afterwards
the stagnant waters of old age, unless God shall cast into those
dregs a fresh flood of hvingkindness and tender mercy, so
that once again, as it always happeneth to the Christian, the cup
shall run over, and again sparkle with delight. O Christian, trust
not thou in men; rely not thou upon the things of this present
time, for this is everm®the rule with men and with the wirld
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0the good wine first, and when
which is worse. 6
This morning, however, | am about to introduce you to two
houses of feasting. First, | shall bid you look within the doors of
thed e srhousaid you will find he is true to this rule; he brings
forth first the good wine, and when men have well drunk, and
their brains are muddled therewith, then he bringeth forth that
which is worse. Having bidden you look there and tremble, and
take hed to the warning, | shall then attempt to enter with you
into thebanquetihguse of our beloved Lord and Master Jesus Christ,
and of him we shall be able to say, as the governor of the feast
said to the bridegroom, wT bou ha
thy feasts grow better, and not worse: thy wines grow richer, thy
viands are daintier far, and thy gifts more precious than before.
0Thou hast kept the good wine un
I. First, we are to take a warning glance atabee oF
FEASTING WHICH SATAN HATH BUILDED : for as wisdom hath
builded her house, and hewn out her seven pillars, so hath folly
its temple and its tavern of feasting, into which it continually
tempts the unwary. Look within thenquetindpouse, and | will
shew you four tables anakthuests that sit thereat; and as you
look at those tables you shall see the courses brought in. You shall
see the wine cops brought, and you shall see them vanish one
after another, and you shall mark that the rule holds good at all
four tabled first thegood wine, and afterwards that which is
worséi yea, | shall go furthferafterwards, that whichwsorst of
all.
1. At the first table to which | shall invite your attention,
though | beseech you never to sit down and drink thereat, sit the
PROFLIGATE. The thle of the profligate is a gay table; it is
covered over with a gaudy crimson, and all the vessels upon it
look exceedingly bright and glistening. Many there be that sit
thereat, but they know not that they are the guests of hell, and
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that the end of alhe feast shall be in the depths of perdition. See
ye now the great governor of the feast, as he comes in? He has a
bland smile upon his face; his garments are not black, but he is
girded with a robe of many colours, he h&ibnayedvord on

his lip, and gempting witchery in the sparkle of his eye. He brings
inthecup, and says, OHey, young ma
in the cup, it moveth itself aright. Do you see it? It is the wine
cup ofp | e aThis is the fist cup at tHmnquetindnouse of

Satan. The young man takes it, and sips the liquor. At first it is a
cautious sip; it is but a little he will take, and then he will restrain
himself. He does not intend to indulge much in lust, he means
not to plunge headlong into perdition. There mageflthere on

the edge of that cliff: he will reach forward a little and pluck it,
but it is not his intention to dash himself from that beetling crag
and destroy himself. Not he! He thinks it easy to put away the cup
when he has tested its flavour! He rimglesign to abandon
himself to its intoxication. He takes a shallow draught. But O how
sweet it is! How it makes his blood tingle within him. What a fool

| was, not to have tasted this before! he thinks. Was ever joy like
this? Could it be thought thaadies could be capable of such
ecstacy as this? He drinks again; this time he takes a deeper
draught, and the wine is hot in his veins. Oh! how blest is he!
What would he not say now in the praise of Bacchus, or Venus,
or whatever shape Beelzebub choasassume? He becomes a
very orator in praise of sin? It is fair, it is pleasant, the deep
damnation of lust appeareth as joyous as the transports of heaven.
He drinks, he drinks, he drinks again, till his brain begins to reel
with the intoxication of hisndul delight. This is the first course.
Drink, O ye drunkards of Ephraim, and bind the crown of pride
about your head, and call us fools because we put your cup from
us; drink with the harlot and sup with the lustful, ye may think
yourselves wise for soindg, but we know that after these things
there cometh something worse, for your vine is the vine of



ClassicChristianLibrary.com 225Sat an-s°Bm2:gl0et

Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah, your grapes are grapes of
gall, the clusters are bitter; your wine is the poison of dragons and
the cruel venom of ps.

Now with a leer upon his brow, the sulgtbeernorof the
feast riseth from his seat. His victim has had enough of the best
wine. He takes away that cup, and he brings in another, not quite
so sparkling. Look into the liquor; it is not beaded ovethveit
sparkling bubbles of rapture; it is all flat, and dull, and insipid; it
is called the cup shtiety’he man has had enough of pleasure,
and like a dog he vomits, though like a dog he will return to his
vomit yet again. Who hath woe? Who hath redrieyes? They
that tarry long at the wine. | am now speaking figuratively of wine,
as well as literally. The wine of lust bringeth the same redness of
the eyes; the profligate soon discovers that all the rounds of
pl easure end i n ,s atWhetty .mod& Wh actal n
There! | have committed every wickedness that can be imagined,
and | have drained every cup of pleasure. Give me something
fresh! I have tried the theatre
much as one single farthing for them a#ive gone to every kind
of pleasure that | can conceive. It is all over. Gaiety itself grows
flat and dul | . What am | to do?
cours@ the course of satiétya fitful drowsiness, the result of
the previous excess. Thousand®tae who are drinking of the
tasteless cup of satiety every day, and some novel invention
whereby they may kill time, some new discovery whereby they
may give a fresh vent to their iniquity would be a wonderful thing
to them; and if some man should upevho could find out for
them some new fashion of wickedness, some deeper depths in
the deeps of the nethermost hell of lasciviousness, they would
bless his name, for having given them something fresh to excite
t hem. That i s t he doegouiséedhem s econ
partaking of it? Three are some of you that are having a deep
draught of it this morning. You are the jaded horses of the fiend
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of lust, the disappointed followers of the-eovithewisp of
pleasure. God knows, if you were to speak yeaut dut you
woul d be obliged to saapdldod Ther e!
not find it pleasurd have gone the round, and | am just like the
blind horse at the mill, | have to go round again. | arbspelt
to the sin, but | cannot take delight imow as | once did, for all
the glory on it is as a fading flower, and as the hasty fruit before
the summer.

Awhile the feaster remains in the putrid sea of his infatuation,
but another scene is opening. The governor of the feast
commandeth another liquim be broached. This time the fiend
bears a black goblet, and he presents it with eyes fulfioé hell
flashing with fierce damnati on.
the man sips it and starts back
must cometotei! 6 You must dr i nk, sir!
cup, must drink the second, and the third. Drink, though it be like
fire down your throat! Drink it, though it be as the lava of Etna
in your bowelddrink!'Youmust drinkle that sins must suffer; he
thatis a profligate in his youth must have rottenness in his bones,
and disease within his loins. He who rebels against the laws of
God, must reap the harvest in his own body herdHehtare
some dreadful things that | might tell you of this third course.
Satands house has a front c hamt
enticing to the eye and bewitching to the sensual taste; but there
is a back chamber, and no one knoweth, no one hath seen the
whole of its horrors. There is a secret chamber, where he shovels
out the creatures whom he hath himself desfiogethamber,
beneath whose floor is the blazing of hell, and above whose
boards the heat of that horri bl e
place rather than mine, to tell of the horrors that some have to
sufer as the result of their iniquity. | leave that; but let me tell the
profligate spendthrift, that the poverty which he will endure is the
result of his sin of extravagant spendthriftcy; let him know, also,
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that the remorse of conscience that will dkertigm is not an

accidental thing that drops by chance from héaiteis, the

result of his own iniquity; for, depend upon it, men and brethren,

sin carries an infant misery in its bowels, and sooner or later it

must be delivered of its terrible childvéfsow the seed we must

reap the harvest. Thuoftihestl awha

good wi ne, t hen, afterwards, t ha
Thelast counsamains to be presented. And now, ye strong

men who mock at the warning, which | would fain dédiweu

with a brotheroés voice and with

rough language. Come ye here, and drink of this last cup. The

sinner has at the end brought himself tgthedlis hopes and

joys were like gold put into a bag full of holastzy have all

vanisheil vanishediorever and now he has come to the last; his

sins haunt him, his transgressions perplex him; he is taken like a

bull in a net, and how shall he escape. He dies, and descends from

disease to damnation. Shall mortal lapgatéempt to tell you

the horrors of that last tremendous cup of which the profligate

must drink, and drirfioreve® Look at it: ye cannot see its depths,

but cast an eye upon its seething surface, | hear the noise of

rushing to and fro, and a sound agrashing of teeth and the

wailing of despairing souls. | look into that cup, and | hear a voice

comingup fromitsdepthsd These shall go away
puni shment; 6 for oOTophet is preyg
wood and much smoke, the breattthe Lord, like a stream of

bri mstone, shall kindle it.oé& Ano
Satan? OWho among us shall dwell
among wus shall dwel | with everl

beseech thee, in the name of Gaidrt from this table! Oh, be

not so careless at thy cups; be not so asleep, secure in the peace
which thou now enjoyest! Md@eathis at the door, and at his

heels is swift destruction. As for you, who as yet have been
restrained by a careful fathed #re watchfulness of an anxious
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mother, | beseech you shun the house of sin and folly. Let the
wi se mands words be written on t
of them in the hour of temptatidbr®O Re move t hy way f
her, and come not nigh the door of heuse: for the lips of a
strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth is
smoother than oil: but her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a
two edged sword. Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold
on hell . o
2. Do ye see that other table yoridethe middle of the
palace? AlGood easy souls! Many of you had thought that you
never went to the feast of hell at all; but there is a table for you
too; it is covered over with a fair white cloth, and all the vessels
upon the table are most clean eochely. The wine looks not
like the wine of Gomorrah, it moveth aright, like the wine from
the grapes of Eshcol; it seems to have no intoxication in it; it is
like the ancient wine which they pressed from the grape into the
cup having in it no deadly pais®o ye see the men who sit at
this table? How satbntented they are! Ask the white fiends who
wait at it, and t hey weffighteousiel | vy
the Pharisee sits there. You may know him; he has his phylactery
between his egethe hem of his garment is made exceeding broad;

he is one of the best of the bes
he draws the curtain and shuts off the table where the profligates
are carousing, Obe qui et ; donot

sandimonious hypocrites should guess what company they are in.
Those selfighteous people are my guests quite as much as you,

and | have them quite as safely.
brings forth a gilded goblet, looking like the chalice of tlee tab

of communion. And what wine is that? It seems to be the very

wine of the sacred Eucharist; it is called the wasdbattisfaction,

and around the brim you may see the bubbles of pride. Look at

the swelling froth upon the béwb Go d , I thlamk thee
not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as
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this publican. é Ydeceivikghearers;tOhat cu
that ye knew the deadly hemlock
other men do? Not you; not at all. You are not goisgbmit

yourself to the righteousness of Christ: what need you? You are

as good as your neighbours; if you are not saved, you ought to be,
you think. Dondt -ghilingsipthegpouad?er y b o
Did you ever rob anybody in your life? You do geighbours

a good turn; you are as good as
the first cup the devil gives, and the good wine makes you swell

with selfimportant dignity, as its fumes enter your heart and puff

it up with an accursed pride. Yes! | sesijting in the room so

cleanly swept and so neatly garnished, and | see the crowds of
your admirers standing around t
own children, who say, 0O0Oh that
the very humility of the righteous proviges with provender

for your pride. Wait awhile, thonctuousypocrite, wait awhile,

for there is a second course to come. Satan looks with quite as
selfsatisfied an air upon his guests this time as he did upon the
troop of ri ot e weaedthasdday fédlowswaiths h e,
the cup of pleasuiel gave them, afterwards, the dull cup of

satiety, and | have cheated you, too; you think yourselves all right,
but | have deceived you twice,
he brings in a cup which, sometinhe himself doth not like to

serve. It is called the cupdi$content and unquietnessawsidmind,

many there be that have to drink this after all thesadisifaction.

Do you not find, you that are very good in your own esteem, but

have no interesh Christ, that when you sit alone and begin to

turn over your accounts for eternity, that they do not square
somehovi that you cannot strike the balance exactly to your

own side after all, as you thought you could? Have not you
sometimes found, that whgou thought you were standing on a

rock, there was a quivering beneath your feet? You heard the
Christian sing boldfy,
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0Bol d shall I stand in that gr
For who aught to my charge shall lay?

While, throt6 thy blood, absol v
Fromtgiecm®sndous curse and sham

And you have said, oWel I , | ca
good a Churchman as ever lived, | never missed going to my
church all these years, but | <ca
You had once a hope of ss&dtisfagon; but now the second
course has come i n, and you are
says another, o0l have been to my

and made a profession of religion, though | was never brought to
know the Lord in sincerity and iattr, and | once thought it was

al | wel | wi t h me, but | want a
Now comes a shaking in the heart. It is not quite so delightful as
one supposed, to buil dThts oneds

the second course. Wait awtdlegd mayhap in this world, but

certainly in the hour of death, the devil will bring in the third cup

of dismay, at the discovery of your lo$t@emddiona man who

has been selfghteous all his life, has, at the last discovered that

the thing wheyon he placed his hope had failed him. | have heard

of an army, who, being defeated in battle, endeavoured to make
good a retreat. With all their might the soldiers fled to a certain

river, where they expected to find a bridge across which they
could retrat and be in safety. But when they came to the stream,

there was heard a shriek of téfifrorThe br i dge i s br
bridge is broken! o6 Al i n vain
hurrying on behind, pressed upon those that were before and
forced them intahe river, until the stream was glutted with the

bodies of drowned men. Such must be the fate of the self
righteous. You thought there was a bridge of ceremonies; that
bapti sm, confirmati on, and the L
arches of a bridge ad@d works and duties. But when you come

10
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to die, there shall be heard théiadyT he br i dge i s br
bridge is broken!dé It wildl be i
Death is close behind you; he forces you onward, and you
discover what it is to perjghrough having neglected the great
salvation, and attempting to save yourself through your own good
works. This is the last course but one: and your last course of all,
the worst wine, your everlasting portion must be the same as that
of the profligateGood as you thought yourself to be, inasmuch
as you proudly rejected Christ, you must drink the winecup of the
wrath of God; that cup which is full of trembling. The wicked of
the earth shall wring out the dregs of that cup, and drink them;
and you also nstidrink of it as deep as they. Oh, beware in time!
Put away your high looks, and humble yourselves under the
mighty hand of God. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and ye shall
be saved.

3. Some of you have as yet escaped the lash, but there is a
third talle crowded with most honourable guests. | believe there
have been more princes and kings, mayors and aldermen, and
great merchants sitting at this table, than at any other. It is called

the table ofvorldlineessHu mp h, 6 says a man, oW
pofl igate; thereds my el dest son
money al l my | ife, and thereds t

to business: he has become a real profligate, | am very glad the
minister spoke so sharp about that. As fdi there now;

dondt car e -righteaus people a simgle farthind; to

me it i s of no account at al | ;
the slightest degree; | like to know whether the funds rise or fall,

or whether there is an opportunity of making d gacgain; but
thatds about all |l care for. 6 AH
of yours, who was clothed in scarlet, and fine linen, and fared
sumptuously every day. Do you know what became of him? You
should remember it, for the same end awaitsefburhe end of

his feast must be the end of yours. If your God is this world,

11
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depend upon it you shall find that your way is full of bitterness.

Now, see that table of the worldly man, the mere worldling, who

lives for gain. Satan brings himinaflowiogp, o0 Ther e, 6 s
o0Young man, you are starting in
the conventionalities of honesty, or about the ordinary old
fashioned fancies of religion; get rich as quick as ever you can.

Get monegi get moneiy honestly if you catut, if not, get it

anyhow, 6 says the devil; and dov
says he, 0is a foaming draught
man , ol have abundance now. My
Here, then, you see the first and best wineoftwvor | dl i ngd s
and many of you are tempted to ¢
such a prospect in business, 0 sce¢

he is, | could not deal as he deals; my religion would not let me.

But how fast he gets rich! Othatl cobulpr osper as he
Come, my brother, judge not bef
course to come, the thick and nauseous draught of care. The man

has got his money, but they that will be rich, fall into temptation

and a snare. Wealthgttten, or ifused, or hoarded, brings a

canker with it, that does not canker the gold and silver, but
cankers the mands heart, and a ¢
awful things a man can have. $édthis moneyover, and mark

the care which sits upon heart. Thee poor old woman, that

lives near his lodge gate. She has but a pittance a week, but she
says, o0OBless the Lord, | have en
to live, or how she is to die, or how she is to be buried, but sleeps
sweetly on the pillow of caemtment and faith; and here is this

poor fool with untold gold, but he is miserable because he
happened to drop a sixpence as he walked along the streets, or
because he had an extra call upon his charity, to which the
presence of some friend compelled tairyield; or perhaps he

groans because his coat wears out too soon.

12
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After this comeavaric®lany have had to drink of that cup;
may God save any of us from its fiery drops. A great American
preacher has sai d, o0oCovetousnes
houses better than our own, of dress beyond our means, of jewels
costlier than we may wear, of stately equipage, and rare curiosities
beyond our reach, these hatch the viper brood of covetous
thoughts; vexing the poor, who would be rich; tormenting the
rich, who would be richer. The covetous man pines to see
pleasure; is sad in the presence of cheerfulness; and the joy of the
world is his sorrow, because all the happiness of others is not his.
I do not wonder that Godbhorsim. He inspects his heart as he
would a cave full of noisome birds, or a nest of rattling reptiles,
and loathes the sight of its crawling tenants. To the covetous man
life is a nightmare, and God lets him wrestle with it as best he may.
Mammon might build its palace on such a heart, landulRe
bring all its revelry there, Honour all its garfaiitdgould be like

pl easures in a sepulchre, and gz
becomes avaricious, al | he has
more! 6 says he, | i keefwnmwhopoor ¢

cry, oDri nk, dri nk, drink!é and
have it, their thirst increases. Likethe Horeee ch t hey cr vy,
give, give!déd Avarice is a raving
world in its arms, and yet despisespthnty it has already. This

is a curse of which many have died; and some have died with the

bag of gold in their hands, and with misery upon their brow,
because they could not take it with them into their coffin, and

could not carry it into another wonllell, then, there comes the

next course. Baxter, and those terrible old preachers used to
picture the miser, and the man who lived only to make gold, in

the middle of hell; and they imagined Mammon pouring melted
gold down his throlkitng odidhwirles ,0 ¢
what you wanted, you have got it
the molten gold is poured down. | shall not, however, indulge in

13
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any such terrible imaginations, but this much | know, he that
liveth to himself here, must perish; h® whts his affections
upon things on earth, hath not digged iddsp has built his
house upon the sands; and when the rain descends, and the floods
come, down must come his house, and great must be the fall
thereof. It is the best wine first, however; ithésrespectable
manfi respectable and respedieelyerybody honours hiin,
and afterwards that which is worse, when meanness has beggared
his wealth, and covetousness has maddened his brain. It is sure to
come, as sure as ever you give yourself up to vessdlin

4. The fourth table is set in a very secluded corner, in a very
private part of Sat andgeaetginadrsac e .
and here the old rule is observed. At that table, in a room well
darkened, | see a young man sittindaig ad Satan is the
servitor, stepping in so noiselessly, that no one would hear him.
He brings in the first cépand O how sweet it is! It is the cup of
secret sin. 0Stolen waters are ¢
pl easant. 6 How s Waomd! Wastheré evanor s e |
one that rolled so delicately under the tongue? That is the first;
after that, he brings in anotliethe wine of an unquiet

conscience. The mands eyes are
done? What have | becechmndoiontchze At
cup you brought me, | saw sparklinthaia wedge of gold, and

a goodly Babylonish gar ment ; an
that; 6 but now my thought s, Wr
shall I put it? | must dig. Ay, | must digmag hell before | shall

hide it for sure enough it wi | |

The grim governor of the feast is bringing in a massive bowl,
filled with a black mixture. The secret sinner drinks, and is
confounded; he fears his sin will find him out. He hasace,
no happiness, he is full of uneasy fear; he is afraid that he shall be
detected. He dreams at night that thessrnseoneafter him;
there is a voice whispering in F
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about it | wi | | thaethelsin whichhe He t |
has committed in secret will break out to his friends; the father

will know it, the mother will know it. Ay, it may be even the
physician will tell the tale, and blab out the wretched secret. For

such a man there is no rest. He iay#vn dread of arrest. He is

like the debtor | have read of; who, owing a great deal of money,

was afraid the baliliffs were after him: and happening one day to
catch his sleeve on the top of &
I 6m in a hautempr rlowwidl i somepyeni ng t
was laying hold of him. Such is the position in which the man
places himself by partaking of the hidden things of dishonesty

and sin. Thus he finds no rest for the sole of his foot for fear of
discovery. At last thésdovery comes; it is the last cup. Often it

comes on earth; for be sure your sin will find you out, and it will
generally find you oberéWhat frightful exhibitions are to be

seen at our police courts of men that are made to drink that last

black draugt of discovery. The man who presided at religious
meetings, the man who was honoured as a saint, is at last
unmasked. And what saith the jiidgaed what saith the world

of him? He is a jest, and a reproach, and a rebuke everywhere.

But, suppose he should bo crafty, that he passes through life

without discovery though I think it is almost impossible/hat

a cup he must drink when he stands at last before the bar of God!

oBring him forth, jailor! Dread
forth the prisoned. He c omes! The whol e wo
oStand up, sir! Did youDdot mak
noteverybod¢ hi nk you a saint?06 He is
there are in that wvast crowd whc

book is open, his deeds mad: transgression after transgression

all laid bare. Do you hear that hiss? The righteous, moved to
indignation, are lifting up their voices against the man who
decei ved t hem, and dwel t among
clothing. Oh, how fearful it muse o bear the scorn of the
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universe! The good can bear the scorn of the wicked but for the
wicked to bear the shame and everlasting contempt which
righteous indignation will heap upon them, will be one of the
most frightful things, next to the eternal eadce of the wrath
of the Most High, which, | need not add, is the last cup of the
devil s terrible feast, wi th whi
for ever and ever.

| pause now, but it is just to gather up my strength to beg that
anything | may hawaid, that shall have the slightest personal
bearing upon any of my hearers, may not be forgotten. | beseech
you, men and brethren, if now you are eating the fat, and drinking
the sweet of hell s banquet, pat
be? 0 KHoveth ththetflesh, shall of the flesh cesuption.
He that soweth to the spirit, sh
| cannot spare more tirfar that, most assuredly.

Il. But you must pardon me while | occupy only a few
minutes in taking yainto theHOUSE OF THE SAVIOUR, where
he feasts his beloved. Come and
outward provideHeedoes not feast his children after the fashion
of the prince of darkness: for the first cup that Christ brings to
them is very &én a cup of bitterness. There are his own beloved
children, his own redeemed; who have but sorry cheer. Jesus
brings in the cup of poverty and affliction, and he makes his own
children drink of it til| they
withwormwoodand t hou hast filled me w
the way Christ begins. The worst wine first. When the serjeant
begins with a young recruit, he gives him a shilling, and then,
afterwards, come the march and the battle. But Christ never takes
his recruitso. They must count the cost, lest they should begin
to build, and not be able to finish. He seeks to have no disciples
who are dazzled with first appearances. He begins roughly with
them, and many have been his children who have found that the
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firstcourer of t he Redeemer6s table h:
poverty, and want.

I n the ol den time, when the be
table, he used to serve them worst, for they wandered about in
sheegskins and goakins, being destitute, afflictetented,
of whom the world was not worthy, and they kept on drinking of
these bitter cups for many a day; but let me tell you afterwards he
brought out sweeter cups for them, and you that have been
troubled have found it so. After the cup of afflictiomes the
cup of consolation, and, oh, how sweet is that! It has been the
privilege of these lips to drink that cup after sickness and pain;
and | can bear witness, t hat | S
the best wine unti | thetastethareofl t was
did take away every taste of the bitterness of sorrow; and | said,
O0Surely the bitterness of this s
mani fested himself to me, and g
beloved, the best wineisto cometst.d 6 s peopl e will
outwardly. The poor saint comes to die. The master has given him
the cup of poverty, but now no more he drinks thereof, he is rich
to all the intents of bliss. He has had the cup of sickness; he shall
drink of that no more. Heas had the cup of persecution, but
now he is glorified, together with his Master, and made to sit upon
his throne. The best things have come last to him in outward
circumstances. There were two martyrs once burned at Stratford
le-Bow; one of them was lajvend the other blind, and when
they were tied to the stake, the lame man took his crutch and

threw it down, and said to the
the sharp physic that shall heal us, | shall not be lame within an
hour of this time nor shahtou be Dbl ind. & No, t

were to come last. But | have often thought that the child of God
is very much like the crusaders. The crusaders sthaedheir
journey, and they had to tight their way through many miles of
enemies and to marchdhgh leagues of danger. You remember,
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perhaps, in history, the story that when the armies of the Duke of
Bouillon came in sight of Jerusalem, they sprang from their horses,
cl apped their hands, and cried,
They forgot aliheir toils, all the weariness of the journey and all
their wounds, for there was Jerusalem in their sight. And how will
the saint at | ast cry, o0Jerusal e
all poverty, and sickness are past, and he is blest with inymortalit
The bad win@ bad did | sayRaythe bittewine is taken away,
and the best wine is brought out, and the saint sees himself
glorifiedforeverwith Christ Jesus.

And now, we will sit down at the tablerofard experience.
The first cup that Christ bga to his children, when they sit at
that table, is one so bitter that, perhaps, no tongue can ever
describe ify it is the cup o€onvictidhis a black cup, full of the
most intense bitterness. The apostle Paul once drank a little of it,
but it was setrong that it made him blind for three days. The
conviction of his sin overpowered him totally; he could only give
his soul to fasting and to prayer, and it was only when he drank
of the next cup that the scales fell from off his eyes. | have drank
of it, children of God, and | thought that Jesus was unkind, but,
in a little while, he brought me forth a sweeter cup, the cup of his
forgiving love, filled with the rich crimson of his precious blood.
Oh! Thetaste of that wine is in my mouth this very houithe
taste thereof is as the wine of Lebanon, that abideth in the cask
for many a day. Do you not remember, when, after you had drunk
the cup of sorrow, Jesus came and showed you his hands and his
si de, and sai d, 0 Si n n enyself fof have
t hee; believe on me?6 Do you not
and sipped the cup, and bow you believed again and took a deeper
draught, and said, o0Blessed be
forthandforever and | et t he whlehah ear t h
broken the gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder, and
l et the captives go free?06 Since
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to you, OFriend, come up higher!

seats in the best rooms, and he has given geteswhings. |

will not tell you, talay, of the wines you have drank. The spouse

in Solomonds Song may supply the

morning. She drank of the spiced wine of his pomegranate; and

so have you, in those high and happy moments yehemad

fellowship with the Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christ. But

tarry awhile, he has kept the best wine yet. You shall soon come

near the banks of the Jordan, and then you shall begin to drink of

the old wine of the kingdom, that has dmsmmneledip since the

foundation of the world. The vir

vintage of Gethsemane shall soon be broached for you, the old

wine of the kingdom. You are cor

you begin to taste the full flavour of the winesherlges well

refined. You know how Bunyan describes the state which borders

on the vale of death. It was a land flowing with milk and honey;

a land where the angels often came to visit the saints, and to bring

bundles of myrrh from the land of spices. Ao the high step

is taken, the Lord puts his finger upon your eyelids and kisses

your soul out at your lips. Where are you now? In a sea of love,

and | ife, and bl i ss, and i mmort

hast indeed kept the best wine until dwMaster! | have seen

thee on the Sabbath, but this is an everlasting Sabbath. | have met

thee in the congregation, but ¢t h

break up. O my Master! | have seen the promises, but this is the

fulfilment. | have blessed éhfor gracious providences, but this

is something more than all these: thou didst give me grace, but

now thouhathgiven me glory; thou wast once my shield, but thou

art now my sun. | am at thy right hand, where there is fullness of

joyforever Thou haskept thy best wine until now. All | ever had

before was as nothing compared w
And, lastly, for only time fails me, | could preach a week upon

this subject. The tablemmmuniors o ne at whi ch Go
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must sit. And the first thing they must drink of there, is the cup
of communion with Christ in his sufferings. If thou wouldst come
to the table of communion with Christ, thou must first of all drink
of the wine of Calvary. Christian, thy head most haedomith
thorns. Thy hands must be pierced, | mean not with nails, but,
spiritually thou must be crucified with Christ. We must suffer with
him, or else we cannot reign with him; we must labour with him
first, we must sup of the wine which his Fathertgawvi® drink,
or else we cannot expect to come to the better part of the feast.
After drinking of the wine of his sufferings, and continuing to
drink of it, we must drink of the cup of his labours, we must be
baptized with his baptism, we must labour afets, and
sympathise with him in that ambition of his fietdré salvation
of sinners, and after that he will give us to drink of the cup of his
anticipated honours. Here on earth we shall have good wine in
communion with Christ in his resurrection, sattiumphs and
his victories, but the best wine is to come at last. O chambers of
communion, your gates have been opened to me; but | have only
been able to glance within them; but the day is coming when on
your diamond hinges ye shall turn, and standpdgtefor ever
and ever ; and | shall enter i nt c
out. O Christian! thou shalt soon see the King in his beauty; thy
head shall soon be on his bosom; thou shalt soon sit at his feet
with Mary; thou shalt soon do as the spdigsehou shalt kiss
him with the kisses of thy lips, and feel that his love is better than
wine. | can conceive you, brethren, in the very last moment of
your I i f e, or rat her , in the fi.
has kept the best wine until ndw. When you begi n t
face to face, when you enter into the closest fellowship, with
nothing to disturb or to distrac
wine is kept until now. o

A saint was once dying, and another who sat by hiin said
0 Far e wlel, I shall tevepnsee you again in the land of the
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l'iving.déd 00Oh, 6 said the dying
land of thdivinghat is up yonder, where | am going; this is the
land of thed y i @hgbrethren and sisters, if we should never
meet agin in the land of the dying, have we a hope that we shall
meet in the land of the living, and drink the last wine at last.
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226 THE FEAST OF THELORD JOHN 2:910

A Sermon
Delivered on SabbattEvening, November 28th, 1858
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At the Music Hall, Royal Surrey Gardens

0The governor of the feast called the bridegroom, and saith
unto him, every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine;
and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse; but thou
hast kept the good wine until nowd i John 2:910

| HAD EXHAUSTED my time this morning by describing the
feast of Satdnhow at the four tables, whereat did sit the
profligate, the seffghteous, the ovldly, and the secretly sinful,
the course of Satan, was always on thié iiis, the good wine,
and when men had well drunken, that which was worse. His feast
diminished in its value as it proceeded, and went from the bright
crackling of the thorn uedthe pot to the blackness of darkness
forever | had then in my second point to show, that the rule of
Christds bangqguefithatE€hrigtdothtalwayh e ver
give the best wine lasthat he doth save the good things until
the end of the feast; nay, that sometimes the first cups atethe tabl
of Christ are full of wormwood and gall, and are exceeding bitter,
but that if we tarry at the feast, they will grow sweeter, and sweeter,
and sweeter, until at last, when we shall come into the land Beulah,
and especially when we shall enter into thefobur God, we
shall be compelled to say, 0Tho
now. O
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No w, my dear friends, this is
increaseth in sweetness. When first the lord Jesus Christ
proclaimed a feast for the sons of men, thieciip he set upon
the table was but a very little one, and it had in it but few words
of consolation. You remember the inscription upon that ancient
vessel, the first cup of consolation that was ever held to the sons
ofmemMm 0 The seed of rtuhesewdrmhan sehaleln
There was to them but little sweetness there: much to us, because
we can understand it better, an
Spirit might help them to understand it, but still in the revelation
of it there seemed but little prize. As the world went on, there
were greater cups of precious wine brought forth, whereof
patriarchs and ancient saints did drink; but beloved, all the wine
they ever had under the Old Testament dispensation was far
behind that of which we drink. He tigleast in the kingdom of
heaven is more highly favoured than he who is chief under the
Old Testament dispensation. Our fathers did eat manna, but we
do eat the bread that came down from heaven; they did drink of
water in the wilderness, but we drinthat living water whereof
if a man drink he shall never thirst. It is true they had much
sweetness; the cups of the ancient tabernacle had precious wine
in them; there was in the outward symbol the sign and the shadow,
much that was delightful to the faiftthe true believer; but we
must remember that we are drinkingldg of that wine which
prophets and kings desired to drink of, but died without a taste
thereof. They guessed its sweetness; they could by faith foresee
what it would be; but lo! we arlwakd to sit at the table and
quaff full draughts of wines on the lees well refined, which God
hath given to us in this mountain wherein he hath made a feast of
fat things for all people.

But, beloved, the text still stands true if there is better
wineto come. We are in our privileges superior to patriarchs, and
kings, and prophets. God has given us a brighter and a clearer day
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than they had; theirs was but the twilight of the morning,
compared with the noaay which we enjoy. But think not that
we ae come to the best wine yet. There are more noble banquets
for Godods church; and who knowet
precious wine shall be broached? Know ye not that the King of
Heaven is coming again upon this earth; Jesus Christ, who came
once androached his heart for us on Calvary, is coming again,
to flood the earth with glory. He came once with-affgring in
his hand: behold, he comes no more with-affgiring, but with
the cup of salvation and of thanksgiving, to call upon the name
of the Lord and joyously to take unto himself the throne of his
father David. You and I, if we be alive and remain, shall yet set
that cup to our lips; and if we die, we have this privilege, this
happy consol ati on, t hat we shal
tru mp et shall sound, and the dead
and we shall drink of that millennial wine which Christ our
Saviour hath reserved to the last. Saietglannot tell what
golden goblets those are of which ye shall drink in the thousand
yeas O f the Redeemerds triumph.
sparkling and red, that shall be, which shall come from the vintage
of the hills of glory, when he whose garments are red with
treading the winpress, shall descend in the great day and stand
uponthee ar t h. Why , the very though
know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter
day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms destroy this
body, yet in my flesh shal/l (-
thee, Christian, that the good wine is kept even unto that time.

And now, having shown that this is the rule of Christ in the
great dispensation which he uses to all his Church, | shall come
to the subject of this evening, which is this: Fingt fact thie
believer shall find that Christ keeps for him the best wine till the las
secondlyThe reason of Christ for sarabthgdlyThe lesson which
we ought to learn therefrom.
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I. First,THE FACT THAT CHRIST KEEPS HIS GOOD WINE
TILL THE LAST . | wasthinking as | rode here how very true this
is of some of Godds people. Why
beloved who have their names upon the breastplate of the great
high priest, who are purchased with his blood, and are very dear
to his soul, who have tknown from their youth up what it is to
get out of the depths of poverty. They have to live from hand to
mouth, not knowing one day whence another meal shall come.
How many more there are of Godds
of affliction?Some oftheno st pr eci ous of God?o:
lying on the dunghill of disease. Ye may go and climb to many a
chamber where ye shall see the victims of all kinds of diseases,

| oat hsome, protracted, and painf
ones languishing out a dyiife. | might point you to others of
Godods servant s, whose days are s

the human body, and especially for the soul, a little rest and a little

of the food of knowledge; but these have had so little instruction

that they aanot get mental food ready for themselves; if they read

they can scarce understand, and they have hard bondage in this

life, which maketh their life bitter and hindereth them from
knowledge. They have to work from morning to night, with

scar ce aestm@nbeloveddvall it not be true of them,

when death shall give them their discharge, when they shall leave

this world, which has been to them, with an emphasis, a vale of
tears? Wil not they have to sa\
unt il nwehat 2 éhanQé for her who has come limping

along these many Sabbath days to the sanEwritytre, she

shall go no more wup to the Lord
the o0l ame man shall l eap i ke th
dance with the daligrs of Israel. Ah, ye may have had to suffer
sickness and sorrow and pain, blindness and deafness, and a

t housand of this worldés ill s:
find them all gone! No racking pains, no pining want, no anxious
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care. Ye shall notv®to cry for the sunlight to penetrate your
abodes, or weep because your sight is failing through incessant
labour with that murderous needle; but ye shall see the light of
God, brighter than the light of the sun, and ye shall rejoice in the
beams that pceed from his countenance. Ye shall have no more
infirmities; immortality shall have covered and swallowed them
up; that which was sown in weakness shall be raised in power;
that which was sown disordered, full of pain and sorrow, and
disjointed and fulbf agony, shall be raised full of delectable
delights, no wore capable of anguish, but quivering with joy and
bliss unspeakable. Ye shall no more be poor; ye shall be rich,
richer than the miserds dr eam. ]
there shall ye regpon your beds, each one of you walking in
your uprightness. Ye shall no more suffer from neglect and scorn
and ignominy and persecution; ye shall be glorified with Christ, in
the day when he shall come to be admired of them that love him.
What a changerf such! The best wine indeed is kept to the last,
in their case, for they have never had any good wine here, to the
eyes of men, though secretly they have had many a drink from
the bottle of Jesus. He has often put his cordial cup to their lips.
They havédveen like the ewe lamb that belonged to the man in
Nat hands parable: they have drun
earth, but still even sweeter than that cup shall he the draught
which they shall receive at the last.

But, my dear friends, although t these first, as especially
feeling the change, because we can see the difference, yet will it
be true of the most favoured of
say, O0OThe best wine is kept till
envy, | think | should fitof all envy the apostle Paul. What a
man! How highly favouretHow greatly giftedHow much
blessed! Ah, Paul, thou couldst talk of revelations and of visions
from on high. He heard things which it was unlawful for a man
to utter, and he saw that whielwfeyes have ever seen. He was
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caught up into the third heaven. What draughts of joy the apostle

Paul must have hadthatlookings into the deep things of God!

What soarings into the heights of heaven! Perhaps there was
never a man who was more favoure@ad; to have his mind

expanded, and then to have it filled full with the wisdom and the
revelation of the knowledge of the Most High. But ask the apostle

Paul whether he believes there is anything better to come, and he
tell s you, 0No ass dakly, butteen shhllrwe u g h <
see face to face; now we know in part, hut then shall we know
even as we are known. 6 He was e
more than he had received; and, beloved, he was not disappointed.
There was a heaven as much aboveathjoyments of Paul, as

the enjoyments of Paul were above the depressions of his spirit,

when he said, 00 wretched man ¢t
from the body of this death?d6 T
have all that t he@godsctleeypseamdocbd o f t

free from earthly care, and they have faith enough to trust their
God with regard to the future. Their faith is firm and strong; they
have much love to the Redeemer; they are engaged in some
delightful work, and the Holy Spirit atte that work with great
success. Their days follow steadily one after another, like the
waves of the still calm sea. God is with them, and they are greatly
blessed; they spread out their roots by the river, their leaf also
doth not wither, and whatsoetreay do, it prospereth; whichever

way they turn their hand the Lord their God is with them, in
whatsoever land they put their feet they are like Joshua, that land
is given to them to be an inheritance to tliemver But,
beloved, even these shall segt@réhings than they have as yet
beheld High as their Master has taken them into the house of
banqueting, lofty though the room be in which they now feast,
the Master shall say to them, o0C
more, enjoy more, feel more, dorepgossess mofehey shall

be nearer to Chrighey shall have richer enjoyments and sweeter

27



Spurgeon-%VolS\er mons ClassicChristianLibrary.com

employments than they have had; and they shall feel that their
Master hath kept his good wine even until now.

Entering into particulars for a moment, veryflipriemust
just observe, that there are many aspects under which we may
regard the heavenly state, and in each of these we shall have to
say, that Christ hath kept the good wine until then. Here on earth
the believer enters imesby faith; the Christh enjoys rest even
in the wilderness; the promise i
in the wilderness, and sl eep in
beloved sleep; there is a peace that passeth all understanding,
which we may enjoy even in this landuamoil, strife, and
alarmg) a peace which the worldling knoweth not of, nor can he
guess it.

OA holy calm within the heart,
The pledge of glorious rest.

Which for the church of God remains,

The end of cares, the end of o

But beloved, drink as we may of the cup of peace, the good
wine is kept until a future time. The peace we dridkytas
dashed with some drops of bitter. There are disturbing thoughts;
the cares of this wonldillcome, doubtwillarise; live as we may
in this world, we must have disquietudes; thorns in the flesh must
come. ButohThedor est t hat remaineth for
What good wine shall that be! God hath a sun without a spot, a
sky without a cloud, a day without a night, a sea without,a wav
a world without a tear. Happy are they who, having passed
through this world, have entered into rest, and ceased from their
own works, as God did from his, bathing their weary souls in seas
of heavenly rest.

View heaven under another aspect. It ece ptholy company.

In this world we have had some good wine of sweet company.
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We can tell of many of the precious sons of Zion with whom we
have taken sweet counsel; blessed be the Lord; the righteous have
not all failed from among men. Some of you earember

golden names that were very dear to you in the days of your
youthi of men and women with whom you used to go up to
Godds house and take sweet coun
drop from their lips, and what sweet balm you had in the days of
your sorra&v when they comforted and consoled you: and you
have friends still left, to whom you look up with some degree of
reverence, while they look upon you with intense affection. There
are some men that are comforters to your soul, and when you talk
to them youfeel that their heart answers to your heart, and that
you can enjoy union and communion with them. But beloved, the
good wine is kept till the last. All the fellowship with the saints
that we have had here, is as nothing compared with what we are
to enjoyin the world to come. How sweet it is for us to recollect,
that in heaven we shall be in the company of the best men, the
noblest men, the most mighty men, the most honourable and the
most renowned. We shall sit with Moses, and talk with him of all
his life of wonders; we shall walk with Joseph, and we shall hear
from him of the grace that kept him in his hour of peril; | doubt

not you and | shall have the privilege of sitting by the side of
David, and hearing him recount the perils and the deliverances
through which he passed. The saints of heaven make but one
communion, they are not divided into separate classes; we shall
be allowed to walk through all the glorious ranks, and hold
fellowship with all of them; nor need we doubt but that we shall
be able t&know them all. There are many reasons which | could
not now enumerate, for it would occupy me too much time, that
seem to my mind to settle the point, that in heaven we shall know
even as we are known, and shall perfectly know each other; and
thatindeednakes us |l ong to be there. |
churchofthefirsbor n, whose names are wri
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to get away from this poor church here, that is full of strifes and
divisions, and bickerings and jealousies and aniridsitigpst

away ffom the society of men that are full of infirmities, although
they have much grace, and to get into a place where there shall be
no infirmities in those with whom we ialiko hasty tempefs,

where we cannot possibly strike a chord that would make a jarring
noteii when it shall not be in our power to raise among those
holy birds of Paradise a cause of 8tufaen we shall walk in

the midst of them all, and see love beaming from every eye, and
feel that deep affection is seated in every heafh@twill be

the best wine. Are you not longing to drink @i tt?enter into

that great church fellowship, and attend those glorious church
meetings,

oWhere all the chosen race
Shall meet around the throne,

To bless the conduct of his grace,

And make his wonders&krwn . 6

Again, look at heaven, if you will, in the poirknaiwledge.
We know very much on earth that makes us happy; Jesus Christ
hath taught us many things that give us joy and gladiness. It
world of ignorance, but still through grace we have eirttered
the school of the gospel, and we have learned some sweet truths.
It is true we are very much like the boy who is beginning to write.
We had to make many ugly pothooks and hangers, and we have
not yet learned to write the sweet running hand of joy; bu
nevertheless, the Lord has taught us some great truths to fill our
heart with joyi the great doctrine of election, the knowledge of
our redemption, the fact of our security in Christ; these great but
simple doctrines have filled our hearts with blissbBEathren,
the best wine is kept till the last, when the Lord Jesus Christ shall
take the book and break the seals thereof, and permit us to read
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it all, then shall we rejoice indeed, for the best wine will be at our
lips. There are old casks of knowdetigat contain the richest
wine, and Christ shall stave them in, and we shall drink of them
to the full. It is not fit that we should know all things fiame

could not bear many things, and therefore Christ keeps them back;
but

0OThere shaledrandinaw see and h

All you desired or wished below,

And every power find sweet employ

I n that eternal world of joy. ¢

You may, if you please, look at heaven in anotheii s1se
a place ofnanifestations and oN@yshis world is a place of
manifestations to the believer. Shall | venture for a moment, or
even for a second, to talk of manifestations of himself which
Christ is pleased to afford to his poor children on earth? No,
beloved, your own experience shigibly my lack. | will only say
that there are times when the Lord Jesus saith unto his beloved,
0Come, my bel oved, | et us go for
the villages. Let us get up early to the vineyards; let us see if the
vine flourish, whethethe tender grape appear, and the
pomegranates bud forth: there w
what must be the fellowship of heaven? | failigiot in
attempting to talk to you of the best wine, for this simple
reasofi | believe there are very few meattban preach of
heaven so as to interest you much, for you feel that all we can say
is so far behind the reality, that we might as well have let it alone.
Baxter might write@ a i n tbdt samRe Baxtér would God
| were! The day may come perhapgnwhmay talk more
copiously of these blessings; but at present, in my own soul, when
| begin to talk of the communion of heaven, | seem overcome, |
cannot imagine it; for the next thought that always succeeds my
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first attempt to think of it, is a thougtitoverwhelming gratitude,
coupled with a kind of fear that this is too good for such an
unworthy worm as |. It was a privilege for John to put his head

on the Masterdos bosom, but t hat
privilege of lying in his embrace fore@ér.Wemust wait until

we get ther e, and as one of ol d
know more of heaven than | coul d

but that we should see our Lord, that we should fly into his arms,

that we should feel his embrabat we should fall at his feet,

and, was | about to say, weep for joy? No, that were impossible,

but lie there, as it were dissolved away in écstafael that we

at least have arrived in that dear place which he hath spoken to us
of when hmotysualiedrt be tboubted; ye believe in
God, believe also in me; in my
mansions; if it were not so | would have told you; | go to prepare

a place for you.6 Truly he hath

II. And now,WHAT IS OUR LORD& REASON FOR DOING
THIS ? That was the second point. Very briefly.

The Lord might have given us the best wine first, but he will
not act as the devil doth; he will always make a broad distinction
between his dealings and the dealings of Satan.

Again, he will not give us the best wine first, because that is
not his good pleasure. OFear no
good pleasure to give you the ki
why you will get it at all; and the reason why you decsie it
now i s because it i's not your F
should have it just yet.

Again; your Father doth not give you the good wine now,
because he is giving you an appetite for it. At the old feasts of the
Romans men used to drink bitteings, and all kinds of singular
and noxious mixtures, to make them thirsty. Now, in this world,

God is, as it were, making his children thirsty, that they may take
deeper draughts of heaven. | cannot think that heaven would be
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so sweet to me if | had rosst to dwell on earth. Who knoweth
best the sweet of rest? Is it not the labourer? Who understandeth
best the joy of peace? Is it not the man who hath dwelt in the land
of war? Who knoweth most the sweetness of joy? Is it not the
man who hath passeddbgh a world of sorrow? Ye are having
your appetites sharpened by these trials; ye are being made ready
to receive thiullnesof joy that is in the presence of Gokver

Again, the Lord hath this also in view. He is making you fit
for the best winghat he may be glorified by the trial of your faith.
If it were in my power to go to heavemight, and | could enter
there, yet if | should have a suspicion that there was more to do
or more to suffer here, | would infinitely prefer to wait my
F at hime; Besause, methinks, in heaven we shall bless God
for all we have suffered. When it is all over, how sweet it will be
to talk of it! When you and | shall meet each other in the streets
of heavef and there be some of you that have had but few trials,
but few doubtings and fearings, and tribulations and cafflicts,
you will talk of how God delivered you; but you will not be able
to talk as some of the tried saints will. Whhtsweet stories
some of them will tell!' I should like to go by the side of Jonah
and hear how he went down to the bottom of the mountains, and
how he thought the earth with her bars was aboubhaver
And Jeremiaf, | often think what a deal we shall get out of
Jeremiah in eterniiywhathewill have to tell, who took such
plungesinto the sea of sorrow! And David, too, the sweet
Psalmist, so full of experience, he will never have done talking of
what the Lord has done for him! And | think you and I, when we
get to heaven, will have enough to think of. As a poor woman
once said, vén she was in great doubt and fear whether she
should be saved at all; she saic¢
save me, only one thing | can promise thee. If thou wilt take me
to heaven thou shalt never hear the last of it, for | will praise thee
whilei mmor tality | asts, and | wil/

33



Spurgeon-%VolS\er mons ClassicChristianLibrary.com

And this is the constant burden of heaven. They are each one
wondering that he is there. Beloved, if we did not have to pass
through these trials and troubles, and these soul conflicts, and
such like, we should have very little to talk about in heaven. | have
no doubt that the babes in paradise are as happy as the rest, but |
do not wish to be a babe in paradise. | bless God | did not go to
heaven when an infant: | shall have the more te @ais for,
when | shall look back through a life of mercies, a life of trials,
and yet a life of sustaining grace. There will be a louder song,
because the deeper have been our troubles. These, | think, are
some of Godds reasons.

lll. And now, dear bretlen and sisters, what shall | say about
the LESSON WE ARE TO LEARN FROM THIS FACT of Christ
keeping the best wine until now? Going home the other night |
noticed the difference between t
and going home, and | thought to myseld, THe horse goes
wel |, because he is going home;
OHow wel | a Ch becaughiea n so uggohitn gt oh o
You know, if we were goifignmhome, every rough stone in the
road might check us, and we might need a gooof dézip to
make us go. But it is going home. Bless God, every step we take
is going home. It may be krdep in trouble, but it is all on the
road; we may kenkledeep in fear, but it is going home; | may
stumble, but | always stumble homewards. Adfftictions and
griefs, when they cast me down, but cast me onwards towards
heaven. The mariner does not mind the waves, if every wave
sends him nearer his haven, and he does not care how loudly howl
the winds, if they only blow him nearer port. That és th
Christiands happy | ot: he is goi
Christian, and make thee travel on joyfully, not needing the whip
to urge thee to duty, but always going on with alacrity through
duty and through trial, because thou art going homeward.
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Again: if we have the best things to come dear friends, do not
let us be discontented. Let us put up with a few of the bad things
now, for they only seem to be sdravelewho is on a journey
in a hurry, if he has to stay for a night at an inn, herumallg
a little at the want of accommodation, but he does not say very
much, because he is offt@rrow, he is only stopping a short
ti me at the inn; hmeo r g @yws ,ni @lhtshoa
then he thinks of the joys of home, and does not cauéthk
discomforts of his hard journey. You and ltareelersit will
soon be over. We may have had but a very few shillings a week
compared with our neighbour, but we shall be equal with him
when we get there. He may have had a large house, vath a gre
many rooms, while we had, it may be only one upper room; ah!
we shall have as large a mansion as he in Paradise. We shall soon
be at the journey®ds end, and the
we have got there. Comieét us put up with these few
inconveniences on the road, for the best wine is coming; let us
pour away all the vinegar of murmuring, for the best wine shall
come.

Once more; if the Christian has the best wine to come, why
should he envy the worldling? David did; he was discontented
whenhe saw the prosperity of the wicked, and you and | are often
tempted to do it; but you know what we ought to say when we
see the wicked prosper, when we see them happy, and full of
delights of sinful pleasure. We
is to comel can bear that you should have your turn; my turn
will tome afterwards; | can be put off with these things, and lie
with Lazarus at the gate, while the dogs lick my sores; my turn is
t o come, when the angels shall C
and youturn is to come too, when in hell you lift up your eyes,
being in torments.

Christian, what more shall | say to thigbé®ugh there be a
thousand lessons to learn from this, that the best wine is kept to
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the | ast. 0 T a k d¢houhlso &kakpedt thy goddy s e | f
wine until the last. The further thou goest on the road, seek to
bring to thy Saviour the more acceptable sacrifice. Thou hadst
little faith years ago: ma@rlngout the good wine now! Seek to
have more faith. Thy Master is betteghee every day, and thou
shalt see him toethe best of all Masters and friends. Seek to be
better to thy Master every day; be more generous to his cause,
more active to labour for him, more kind to his people, more
diligent in prayer; and take heetlabdha growest in years thou
growest in grace, so that when thou comest at last to the river
Jordan, and the Master shall give thee the best wine, thou mayest
also give to him the best wine, and praise him most loudly when
the battle shall just be ovend when the whirlwind is dying away
into the everlasting peace of pa
And now, dear friends, | am conscious that | have totally
failed in endeavouring to bring forth this good wine; but it is
written that God hath revealed it unto us by hist,Spiti that
ear hath not heard it. Now, if | had told it to youitght your
ear would have heard it, and the text would not have been true;
and as | have unwittingly proved the truth of this Scripture, |
cannot be very sorry at having helped to withegsuth of my
Master 6 s wo r itlthe n€arel ypu livehoi Christithe s a y ,
nearer you will be to heaven, for if there is one place next door to
Pisgah it is Calvary. It may seem strange, but if you live much on
Calvary you live very near Nebo; furaaigh Moses may have
seen Canaan from Nebo, | have never seen heaven anywhere but
close to Calvary. When | have seen my Saviour crucified, then |
have seen him glorified; when | have read my name written in his
blood, then | have seen afterwards my mangiich he has
prepared for me. When | have seen my sins washed away, then |
have seen the white robe that | am to feeaver Live near to
the Saviour, man, and you shall not be very far off heaven.
Recollect, after all, it is not far to heaven. itlysane gentle sigh,
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and we are there. We talk of it as a land very far off, but close it
is, and who knows but that the spirits of the just are height@
Heaven is close to us; we cannot tell where it is, but this we know,
that it is not a far off hal. It is so near, that, swifter than thought,
we shall be there, emancipated from our care and woe, and
blessedorever
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0Compel them to come inb A Luke 14:23

| FEELin such a haste to go out and obey this commandment
this morning, by compelling those to come in who are now
tarrying in the highways and hedges, that | cannot wait for an
introduction, but must at once set about my business.

Hear then, O ye that are sgars to the truth as it is in
Jesus hear then the message that | have to bring you. Ye have
fallen, fallen in your father Adam; ye have fallen also in yourselves,
by your daily sin and your constant iniquity; you have provoked
the anger of the Most Higind as assuredly as you have sinned,
so certainly must God punish you if you persevere in your iniquity,
for the Lord is a God of justice, and will by no means spare the
guilty. But have you not heard, hath it not long been spoken in
your ears, that Godj ihis infinite mercy, has devised a way
whereby, without any infringement upon his honour, he can have
mercy upon you, the guilty and the undeserving? To you | speak;
and my voice is unto you, O sons of men; Jesus Christ, very God
of very God, hath descesttifrom heaven, and was made in the
likeness of sinful flesh. Begotten of the Holy Ghost, he was born
of the Virgin Mary; he lived in this world a life of exemplary
holiness, and of the deepest suffering, till at last he gave himself
uptodieforoursins 0t he just for the unju
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And now the plan of salvation is simply declared unfo you
OWhosoever believeth in the Lor
For you who have violated all the precepts of God, and have
disdained his mercy andeathhis vengeance, there is yet mercy
procl ai med, for owhosoever call e
shall be saved. 6 oO0For this is a
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,

of whom | leosoeverbomett untd hind he will in no

wise cast out, for he is able also to save unto the uttermost them

that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for us.Mand\tiisthe al | tt
gives yoii is that you will siply look at his bleeding dying son,

and trust your souls in the hands of him whose name alone can

save from death and hell. Is it not a marvelous thing, that the
proclamation of this gospel does not receive the unanimous
consent of men? One would thinkttag soon as ever this was

preached, 0That whosoever bel i e
every one of you, d0casting away
iniquities,6 would |l ay hold on

cross. But alas! such is the desperiitef ewr nature, such the
pernicious depravity of our character, that this message is
despised, the invitation to the gospel feast is rejected, and there
are many of you who are this day enemies of God by wicked
works, enemies to the God who preachesiGhbriyou teday,
enemies to him who sent his Son to give his life a ransom for
many. Strange | say it is that it should be so, yet nevertheless it is
the fact, and hence the necessity for the command of tfie text,
0Compel them to come in.©é
Children of Godye who have believed, | shall have little or
nothing to say to you this morning; | am going straight to my
busines$ | am going after those that will not céntbose that
are in the byways and hedges, and God going with me, it is my
duty now to fulfilthic o mmand, o0Compel them t
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First, | mustfind you ogtecondly, | will go to work tmmpel
you to come in

I. First, | mustFIND YOU ouUT . If you read the verses that
precede the text, you will find an amplification of this command:
0 Go oickly intgthe streets and lanes of the city, and bring
in hither the poor, t he mai med,
afterwards, 0Go out into the hig
hi ghwaymen, o0and into the hedges
restingplace for their heads, and are lying under the hedges to
rest, bring them in al so, and o
see you this morning, you that poerl am to compeyouto
come in. You are poor in circumstances, but this is no barrier to
the kingdom of heaven, for God hath not exempted from his
grace the man that shivers in rags, and who is destitute of bread.
In fact, if there be any distinction made, the distinction is on your
side, and for your benéfido Unt o you i s the wor.
sent6é; OFor the poor have the g:¢
especially | must speak to you whoao#, spiritualpu have
no faith, you have no virtue, you have no good work, you have
no grace, and what is poverty worse still, you have no hope. Ah,
my Master has seytila gracious invitation. Come and welcome
to the marriage feast of his 1 o\
and take of the waters of [|ife f
you, though you be defiled with foulest filth, and thoughayeu
nought but rags upon your back, though your own righteousness
has become as filthy clouts, yet must | lay hold upon you, and
invite you first, and even compel you to come in.

And now | see you again. You are not only poor, but you are
maimedherewas a time when you thought you could work out
your own salvation without Godds
good works, attend to ceremonies, and get to heaven by
yourselves; but now you are maimed, the sword of the law has cut
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off your hands, and now yoan work no longer; you say, with
bitter sorrovii

0The best performance of my ha
Dares not appear before thy th

You have lost all power now to obey the law; you feel that
when you would do good, evil is present with you. You are
maimed; youdve given up, as a forlorn hope, all attempt to save
yourself, because you are maimed and your arms are gone. But
you are worse off than that, for if you could not work your way
to heaven, yet you could walk your way there along the road by
faith; but yoware maimed in the feet as well as in the hands; you
feel that you cannot believe, that you cannot repent, that you
cannot obey the stipulations of the gospel. You feel that you are
utterly undone, powerless in every respect to do anything that can
be pledasg to God. In fact, you are cryingfout

00h, coul d | but believe,

Then all would easy be,

| would, but cannot, Lord relieve,

My help must come from thee. o

To you am | sent also. Befgrmam | to lift up the blood
stained banner of the cross, to yon | to preach this gospel,

OWhoso calleth upon the name of
unto you am | to cry, OWhosoever
the water of I|ife freely. o

There is yet another class. You kel You are halting
between two dpions. You are sometimes seriously inclined, and
at another time worldly gaiety calls you away. What little progress
you do make in religion is but a limp. You have a little strength,
but that is so little that you make but painful progress. Ah, limping
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brother, to you also is the word of this salvation sent. Though you
halt between two opinions, the Master sends me to you with this
message: OHow |l ong haltGodlyee bet w
God, serve hi m; i f Baal be God,
setthine house in order, for thou shalt die and not live. Because
I will do this, prepare to meet thy God, O Israel! Halt no longer,
but decide for God and his truth.

And yet | see another cléisthe blindres, you that cannot
see yourselves, that thinkiggelves good when you are full of
evil, that put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter, darkness for
light and light for darkness; to you am | sent. You, blind souls
that cannot see your lost estate, that do not believe that sin is so
exceedingly sinfub & is, and who will not be persuaded to think
that God is a just and righteous God, to you am | sent. To you
too that cannot see the Saviour, that see no beauty in him that
you should desire him; who see no excellence in virtue, no glories
in religion, o happiness in serving God, no delight in being his
children; to you, also, am | sent. Ay, to whom am | not sent if |
take my text? For it goes further tharfitliishot only gives a
particular description, so that each individual case may be met,
butaftewar ds it makes a gener al swe
hi ghways and hedges. 6 Here we br
of merfi my lord upon his horse in the highway, and the woman
trudging about her business, the thief waylayingtetei all
these aranithe highway, and they are all to be compelled to come
in, and there away in the hedges there lie some poor souls whose
refuges of lies are swept away, and who are seeking not to find
some little shelter for their weary heads, to you, also, are we sent
this morning. This is the universal commaoompel them to
come in.

Now, | pause after having described the character, | pause to
look at the herculean labour that lies before me. Well did
Mel ancht hon say, ool d Adam was
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Me |l anc ht et might a litle child seek to compel a
Samson, as | seek to lead a sinner to the cross of Christ. And yet
my Master sends me about the errand. Lo, | see the great
mountain before me of human depravity and stolid indifference,
but by f ai tarhthol, Oaqyregt mourtaiii@fore
Zerubbabel thou shal't become a
compel them to come in? Then, though the sinner be like Samson
and | a child, I shall lead him with a thread. If God daitthf |
attempt it in faittit shdlbe doramd if with a groaning, struggling,
and weeping heart, | so seek this day to compel sinners to come
to Christ, the sweet compulsions of the Holy Spirit shall go with
every word, and some indeed shall be compelled to come in.

II. And now to theworkfi directly to the work. Unconverted,
unreconciled, unregenerate men and women, | aOMREL
YOU TO COME IN . Permit me first of all to accost you in the
highways of sin and tell you over again my errand. The King of
heaven this morning sends a gradiouitation to you. He says,

0As | l i ve, saith the Lord, [ h e
t hat dieth, but had rather that
oCome now, and | et us reason to
your sins be as scarlet theglldhe as wool; though they be red

Il i ke crimson they shal/l be whi't

makes my heart rejoice to think that | should have such good
news to tell you, and yet | confess my soul is heavy because | see
you do not think it good newsyt turn away from it, and do not
give it due regard. Permit me to tell you what the King has done
for you. He knew your guilt, he foresaw that you would ruin
yourself. He knew that his justice would demand your blood, and
in order that this difficulty gint be escaped, that his justice might
have its full due, and that you might yet be sk Christ hath
diedWill you just for a moment glance at this picture. You see
that man there on his knees in the garden of Gethsemane,
sweating drops of bloodou see this next: you see that miserable
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sufferer tied to a pillar and lashed with terrible scourges, till the
shoulder bones are seen like white islands in the midst of a sea of
blood. Again you see this third picture; it is the same man hanging

on the coss with hands extended, and with feet nailed fast, dying,
groaning, bl eeding; met hought tF

finished. 6 Now all this hath Je
order that God might consistently with his justice pardon sin; and
the message to you this morning igithiBe |l i eve on t he

Jesus Christ and thou shalt be s
thy works, and thy ways, and set thine heart alone on this man,
who gave himself for sinners.
Well brother, | have told you theessage, what sayest thou
unto it? Do you turn away? You tell me it is nothing to you; you
cannot listen to it; that you will hear maigby; but you will
go your way this day and attend to your farm and merchandize.
Stop brother, | was not told mereytell you and then go about
my business. No; | am told to compel you to come in; and permit
me to observe to you before | further go, that there is one thing
| can saiy and to which God is my witness this morning, that |
am in earnest with you in my dediiat you should comply with
this command of God. You may despise your own salvation, but
I do not despise it; you may go away and forget what you shall
hear, but you will please to remember that the things | now say
cost me many a groan ere | came loenétér them. My inmost
soul is speaking out to you, my poor brother, when | beseech you
by him that liveth and was dead, and is alive for evermore,
consider my master6s message whi
you.
But do you spurn it? Do you still refuse it? Then | must
change my tone a minute. | will not merely tell you the message,
and invite you as | do with all earnestness, and sincere affection
I owi || go furt heromm&outomrepent i n G
ard believe. Do you ask me whence my authority? | am an
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ambassador of heaven. My credentials, some of them secret, and

in my own heart; and others of them open before you this day in

the seals of my ministry, sitting and standing in this hall, where

God hagjiven me many souls for my hire. As God the everlasting

one hath given me a commission to preach his gospel, | command

you to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; not on my own authority,

but on the authority of him who

andprach the gospel to every creat

solemn sancti on, OHe t hat believ

but he that believeth not shal/l

and remember OHe that despi sed

mercy undertwo or three witnesses: of how much sorer

punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath

trodden under foot the Son of G

stand below the man with whom he deals, for we stand higher. If

the minister chooses to tafis proper rank, girded with the

omnipotence of God, and anointed with his holy unction, he is

to command men, and speak with all authority compelling them

to come in: oO0command;sudxXharitn,g.roe
But do you turn away and say ydunei be commanded?

Then again will | change my note. If that avails not, all other

means shall be tried. My brother, | come to you simple of speech,

and lexhoryou to flee to Christ. O my brother, dost thou know

what a loving Christ he is? Let methae from my own soul

what | know of him. I, too, once despised him. He knocked at

the door of my heart and | refused to open it. He came to me,

times without number, morning by morning, and night by night;

he checked me in my conscience and spoke to Inige yyirit,

and when, at last, the thunders of the law prevailed in my

conscience, | thought that Christ was cruel and unkind. O | can

never forgive myself that | should have thought so ill of him. But

what a loving reception did | have when | went toliimought

he would smite me, but his hand was not clenched in anger but
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opened wide in mercy. | thought full sure that his eyes would dart
lightningflashes of wrath upon me; but, instead thereof, they
were full of tears. He fell upon my neck and kisgedhe took
off my rags and did clothe me with his righteousness, and caused
my soul to sing aloud for joy; while in the house of my heart and
in the house of his church there was music and dancing, because
his son that he had lost was found, and he dsad@ad was made
alive. | exhort you, then, to look to Jesus Christ and to be
lightened. Sinner, you will never reretyill be bondsman for
my Master that you will never regrétytu will have no sigh to
go back to your state of condemnation; youghaut of Egypt
and shall go into the promised land and shall find it flowing with
milk and honey. The trials of Christian life you shall find heavy,
but you will find grace will make them light. And as for the joys
and delights of being a child of Gdd, lie this day you shall
charge me with it in days to come. If you will taste and see that
the Lord is good, | am not afraid but that you shall find that he is
not only good, but better than human lips ever can describe.

I know not what arguments tceusith you. | appeal to your
own sekHinterests. Oh my poor friend, would it not be better for
you to be reconciled to the God of heaven, than to be his enemy?
What are you getting by opposing God? Are you the happier for
being his enemy? Answer, pleaseeker; hast thou found
delights in that cup? Answer me -rsgiteous man: hast thou
found rest for the sole of thy foot in all thy works? Oh thou that
goest about to establish thine own righteousness, | charge thee let
conscience speak. Hast thou foitita be a happy path? Ah, my
friend, OWherefore dost thou spe
not bread, and thy labour for that which satisfieth not; hearken
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul
del i ght i t sxhdrtfyou byrevefythibgrihatissacréd |
and solemn, everything that is important and eternal, flee for your
lives, look not behind you, stay not in all the plain, stay not until

46



ClassicChristianLibrary.com 227 Compel Them to Come In° Luke
14:23

you have proved, and found an interest in the blood of Jesus
Christ, that blod which cleanseth us from all sin. Are you still
cold and indifferent? Will not the blind man permit me to lead
him to the feast? Will not my maimed brother put his hand upon
my shoulder and permit me to assist him to the banquet? Will not
the poor man kdw me to walk sidey-side with him? Must | use
some strongewords?Must | use some other compulsion to
compel you to come in? Sinners, this one thing | am resolved
upon this morning, if you be not saved ye shall be without excuse.
Ye, from the greljeadd down to the tender age of childhood,

if ye this day lay not hold on Christ, your blood shall be on your
own head. If there be power in man to bring his fellow, (as there
is when man is helped by the Holy Spirit) that power shall be
exercised this mormginGod helping me. Come, | am not to be

put off by your rebuffs; if my exhortation fails, | must come to
something else. My brotheentreatou, | entreat you stop and
consider. Do you know what it is you are rejecting this morning?
You are rejecting €hi st your only Saviour
can no man |l ay; 6 oOthere is none
whereby we must be saved. 6 My b
should do this, for | remember what you are forgetting: the day is
coming when you will waatSaviour. It is not long ere weary
months shall have ended, and your strength begin to decline; your
pulse shall fail you, your strength shall depart, and you and the
grim monstdr death, must face each other. What will you do in
the swellings of Jordarthaut a Saviour? Dedbeds are stony
things without the Lord Jesus Christ. It is an awful thing to die
anyhow; he that hath the best hope, and the most triumphant
faith, finds that death is not a thing to laugh at. It is a terrible thing
to pass from theeen to the unseen, from the mortal to the
immortal, from time to eternity, and you will find it hard to go
through the iron gates of death without the sweet wings of angels
to conduct you to the portals of the skies. It will be a hard thing

a7



Spurgeon-%VolS\er mons ClassicChristianLibrary.com

to die withoutChrist. | cannot help thinking of you. | see you

acting the suicide this morning, and | picture myself standing at

your bedside and hearing your cries, and knowing that you are

dying without hope. | cannot bear that. | think | am standing by

your coffin ow, and looking into your clagld face, and saying.

0This man despised Christ and nq

think what bitter tears | shall weep then, if | think that | have been

unfaithful to you, and how those eyes fast closed in death, shall

sceem to chide me and say, OMi ni s

but you were not in earnest with me; you amused me, you

preached to me, but you did not plead with me. You did not know

what Paul meant when he said, 0 A

byuswepsa you in Christods stead, be
| entreat you let this message enter your heart for another

reason. | picture myself standing at the bar of God. As the Lord

liveth, the day of judgment is coming. You believe that? You are

not an infide your conscience would not permit you to doubt

the Scripture. Perhaps you may have pretended to do so, but you

cannot. You feel there must be a day when God shall judge the

world in righteousness. | see you standing in the midst of that

throng, and theye of God is fixed on you. It seems to you that

he is not looking anywhere else, but only upon you, and he

summons you before him; and he reads your sins, and he cries,

oDepart ye cursed into everl ast

cannot bear to think gfou in that position; it seems as if every

hair on my head must stand on end to think of any hearer of mine

being damned. Will you picture yourselves in that position? The

word has gone forth, oDepart, ye

it opens to swalloywou up? Do you listen to the shrieks and the

yells of those who have preceded you to that eternal lake of

torment? Instead of picturing the scene, | turn to you with the

words of the inspired prophet, i

dwell with the devourinfiye? Who among us shall dwell with
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everlasting burnings?6 Oh! my br
religion thus; no, | think of what is to come after death. | should
be destitute of all humanity if | should see a person about to
poison himself, and diwbt dash away the cup; or if | saw another
about to plunge from London Bridge, if | did not assist in
preventing him from doing so; and | should be worse than a fiend
if | did not now, with all love, and kindness, and earnestness,
beseech yoantetetagl hbifle, 6 0to
meat that perisheth, but for the meat that endureth unto
everlasting |life.o

Some hype€alvinistwvould tell me | am wrong in so doing.
| cannot help it. | must do it. As | must stand before my Judge at
last, | feethat | shall not make full proof of my ministry unless |
entreat with many tears that ye would be saved, that ye would
look unto Jesus Christ and receive his glorious salvation. But does
not this availAre all our entreaties lost upon you; do you turn a
deaf ear? Then again | change my note. Sinner, | have pleaded
with you as a man pleadeth with his friend, and were it dovrmy
life | could not speak more earnestly this morning than | do speak
concerningourd.did feel earnest about my own soul notta
whit more than | do about the souls of my congregation this
morning; and therefore, if ye put away these entreaties | have
something elde:l mustthreateyou. You shall not always have
such warnings as these. A day is coming, when hushed shall be
the voice of every gospel minister, at least for you; for your ear
shall be cold in death. It shall not be any more threatening; it shall
be the fulfillment of the threatening. There shall be no promise,
no proclamations of pardon and of mercy; no pgssking
blood, but you shall be in the land where the Sabbath is all
swallowed up in everlasting nights of misery, and where the
preachings of the gospel are forbidden because they would be
unavailing. | charge you then, listen to this voice that now
addresss your conscience; for if not, God shall speak to you in
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his wrath, and say unto you in |
ye refused; | stretched out my hand and no man regarded,;
therefore will | mock at your calamity; | will laugh when your fear
comethdo Sinner, | threaten you agai
time you may have to hear these warnings. You imagine that your

life will be long, but do you know how short it is? Have you ever

tried to think how frail you are? Did you ever see a body when it

has been cut in pieces by the anatomist? Did you ever see such a
marvelous thing as the human frame?

0Strange, a harp of a thousand
Should keep in tune so |l ong. 6

Let but one of those cords be twisted, let but a mouthful of
food go in the wrong direction, and you may die. The slightest
chance, as we have it, may send you swift to death, when God
wills it. Strong men have been killed by the smallest and slightest
acident, and so may you. In the chapel, in the house of God,
men have dropped down dead. How often do we hear of men
falling in our stredisrolling out of time into eternity, by some
suddenstroke’And are you sure that hee
sound? Is thblood circulating with all accuracy? Are you quite
sure of that? And if it be so, how long shall it be? O, perhaps there
are some of you here that shall never see Chrddmas may
be the mandate has gone forth al
fort hou shalt die and not | ive. 6
might with accuracy tell how many will be dead in a year; but
certain it is that the whole of us shall never meet together again
in any one assembly. Some out of this vast crowd, perhaps some
two or three, shall depart ere ltvev Yearshall be ushered in. |
remind you, then, my brother, that either the gate of salvation
may be shut, or else you may be out of the place where the gate
of mercy stands. Come, then, let the threatening have pibwer wi
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you. | do not threaten because | would alarm without cause, but

in hopes that a brotherodos threat
where God hath prepared the feast of the gospel. Andsty,

| turn hopelessly dwae?l exhausted all that | can Sy, 2 will

come to you again. Tell me what it is, my brother, that keeps you
from Christ. I hear one say, 00O
too guilty. 6 That <cannot be, my
I am the chief of o iTherckeef of. 6 Fr i
sinners died and went to heaven many years ago; his name was
Saul of Tarsus, afterwards called Paul the apostle. He was the
chief of sinners, I know he spo
still ol am t oo vi lceeféinn®® u cann
You must, at least, be second worst. Even supposing you are the
worst now alive, you are second worst, for he was chief. But
suppose you are the worst, is not that the very reason why you
should come to Christ. The worse a man is, the reason he

should go to the hospital or physician. The more poor you are,

the more reason you should accept the charity of another. Now,
Christ does not want any merits
worse you are, the more welcome you are. But lskrgewaa

guestion: Do you think you will ever get better by stopping away

from Christ? If so, you know very little as yet of the way of
salvation at all. No, sir, the longer you stay, the worse you will

grow; your hope will grow weaker, your despair egtinbe

stronger; the nail with which Satan has fastened you down will be

more firmly clenched, and you will be less hopeful than ever.

Come, | beseech you, recollect there is nothing to be gained by

del ay, but by del ay evaothgrt hi ng 1
ol f eel I cannot believe. 6 No, m
if you look first at your believing. Remember, | am not come to

invite you to faith, but am come to invite you to Christ. But you

say, OWhat is the g¢gaufirftefalsayce? ¢ W
0l want to believe a thing,déd you
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mu s t be, oWhat is this thing tha
come as the consequence of that search. Our first business has

not to do with faith, but with @ist. Come, | beseech you, on
Calvaryds mount, and see the c¢cr
who made the heavens and the earth, dying for your sins. Look

to him, is there not power in him to save? Look at his face so full

of pity. Is there not love in Higart to prove himwillingo save?

Sure sinner, the sight of Christ will help thee to believe. Do not
believe first, and then go to Christ, or else thy faith will be a
worthless thing; go to Christ without any faith, and cast thyself

upon him, sink or swmi. But | hear another c
not know how often | have been invited, how long | have rejected
the Lord. o6 | do not know, and |

is that my Master has sent me, to compel you to come in; so come
along with you nowYou may have rejected a thousand
invitations; d o n 0 tandama.K¥eu have i s t h
been up to the house of God, and you have only been gospel
hardened. But do | not see a tear in your eye; come, my brother,
donodt be har densdnonb@, Sgirihof he mor ni
living God, come and melt this heart for it has never been melted,

and compel him to come in! | cannot let you go on such idle
excuses as that; if you have lived so many years slighting Christ,
there are so many reasons why nowskiould not slight him.

But did | hear you whisper that this was not a convenient time?

Then what must | say to you? When will that convenient time
come? Shall it come when you are in hell? Will that time be
convenient? Shall it come when you are on yong bled, and

the death throttle is in your thridaghall it come then? Or when

the burning sweat is scalding your brow; and then again, when the

cold clammy sweat is there, shall those be convenient times?
When pains are racking you, and you are on tterbaf the

tomb? No, sir, this morning is the convenient time. May God

make it so. Remember, | have no authority to ask you to come to
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Christtemorrowrhe Master has given you no invitation to come
tohimnxt Tuesday. Todaifyewllhearthest i on i
voice, harden not your hearts as
sai t-thayd.td nowaarde | et us reason t
should you put it off? It may be the last warning you shall ever
have. Put it off, and you may never weep agaimapel. You
may never have so earnest a discourse addressed to you. You may
not be pleaded with as | would plead with you now. You may go
away, and God may say, OHe is gi
He shall throw the reins upon your neck; and thekfinyaur
course is sure, but it is sure damnation and swift destruction.

And now again, is it all in vain? Will you not now come to
Christ? Then what more can | do? | have but one more resort,
and that shall be tried. | can be permitted to weep for yau; | ¢
be allowed to pray for you. You shall scorn the address if you like;
you shall laugh at the preacher; you shall call him fanatic if you
will; he will not chide you, he will bring no accusation against you
to the great Judge. Your offence, so far as t@encerned, is
forgiven before it is committed; but you will remember that the
message that you are rejecting this morning is a message from one
who loves you, and it is given to you also by the lips of one who
loves you. You will recollect that you miay gour soul away
with the devil, that you may listlessly think it a matter of no
importance; but there lives at least one who is in earnest about
your soul, and one who before he came here wrestled with his
God for strength to preach to you, and who wiehas gone
from this place will not forget his hearers of this morning. | say
again, when words fail us we can givditdarsvords and tears
are the arms with which gospel ministers compel men to come in.
You do not know, and | suppose could not bellewe anxious
a man whom God has called to the ministry feels about his
congregation, and especially about some of them. | heard but the
other day of a young man who attended here a long time, and his
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fatherd6s hope was t hatebécamewoul d
acquainted, however, with an infidel; and now he neglects his
business, and |lives in a daily =c
wan face; | did not ask him to tell me the story himself, for | felt
it was raking up a trouble and opening a Istaas;, sometimes,
t hat good mands grey hairs may
grave. Young men, you do not pray for yourselves, but your
mothers wrestle for you. You will not think of your own souls,
butyourf a t hreietydissexercised for you. ldhbgen at prayer
meetings, when | have heard children of God pray there, and they
could not have prayed with more earnestness and more intensity
of anguish if they had been each
salvation. And is it not strange that we Ishbe ready to move
heaven and earth for your salvation, and that still you should have
no thought foryourselyae regard to eternal things?

Now | turn for one moment to some here. There are some
of you here members of Christian churches, who make a
profession of religion, but unless | be mistaken ifi god |
shall be happy if | d&imyour profession is a lie. You do not live
up to it, you dishonour it; you can live in the perpetual practice of
absenting yourselves frohan Godos
that. Now | ask such of you who do not adorn the doctrine of
God your Saviour, do you imagine that you can call me your
pastor, and yet that my soul cannot tremble over you and in secret
weep for you? Again, | say it may be but little concern towou ho
you defile the garments of your Christianity, but it is a great
concern to Godods hidden ones, w I
the iniquities of the professors of Zion.

Now does anything else remain to the minister besides
weeping and prayer? Yes, tieane thing else. God has given
to his servants not the power of regeneration, but he has given
them something akin to it. It is impossible for any man to
regenerate his neighbour; and yet how are men born to God?
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Does not the apostle say of such an lnaitehie was begotten by
him in hisbonds”Now the minister has a power given him of
God, to be considered both the father and the mother of those
born to God, for the apostle said he travailed in birth for souls till
Christ was formed in them. What can wéheén? We can now
appeal to the Spirit. | know | have preached the gospel, that |
have preached it earnestly; | challenge my Master to honour his
own promise. He has said it shall not return unto me void, and it
shall not. It is in his hands, not mineahnot compel you, but
thou O Spirit of God who hast the key of the heart, thou canst
compel. Did you ever notice in that chapter of the Revelation,
where it says, oBehol d | stand
verses before, the same person is describled veho hath the
key of David. So that if knocking will not avail, he has the key and
can and will come in. Now if the knocking of an earnest minister
prevail not with you this morning, there remains still that secret
opening of the heart by the Spiotfsat you shall be compelled.

| thought it my duty to labour with you as tholugtust do
it now | throw it into my Mast
that we should travail in birth, and yet not bring forth spiritual
children. It is witthimhe ismaster of the heart, and the day shall
declare it, that some of you constrained by sovereign grace have
become the willing captives of theatiquering Jesus, and have
bowed your hearts to him through the sermon of this morning.
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A Sermon
Delivered on SabbattMorning, December 12th, 1858
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At the Music Hall, Royal Surrey Gardens

OWhen | see the blood, | will pass over yoafi Exodus 12:13

Gop&PEOPLEAr € al ways saf hishamAl; 16 t h
and the hand of God is a place for safety, as well as a place of
honour. Nothing can hurt the man who has made his refuge God.
0Thou hast given commandment to
every believing child of God may say the same. Plague, famine,
war, tempedi, all these have received commandment of God to
save his people. Though the earth should rock beneath the feet
of man, yet the Christian, may stand fast, and though the heavens
should be rolled up, and the firmament should pass away like a
scrdl that is burned by fervent heat, yet need not a Christian fear;

Go d 06 s shatbe paled: if they cannot be saved under the
heavens, they shall be saved in the heavens; if there be no safety

for them in the time of trouble upon this solid earth ghal be
ocaught wup together with the Lor
ever with the Lord,é and ever S a

Now, at the time of which this Book of Exodus speaks, Egypt
was exposed to a terrible peril. Jehovah himself was about to
march through the stets of all the cities of Egypt. It was not
merely a destroying angel, but Jehovah himself; for thus it is
written, ol will pass through th
smiteallthefrsbor n in the | and of Egypt
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Nooneless han | AM, the great God, h
with the sword of vengeance. Tremble, ye inhabitants of the earth,
for God has come down among you, provoked, incensed, and at
last awakened from his seeming sleep of patience. He has girded
on his terril# sword, and he has come to smite you. Quake for
fear, all ye that have sin within you, for when God walks through
the streets, sword in hand, will he not smite you all? Batherk!
voice of covenant mercy speaks,
though arangry God be in the streets. As they are safe from the
rod of the wicked, so are they safe from the sword of fjustice
always and ever safe; for there was not a hair of the head of an
Israelite that was so much as touched; Jehovah kept them safe
beneath higvings. While he did rend his enemies like a lion, yet
did he protect his children, every one of them. But, beloved, while
this is always true, t hat Godods
t hat is equally true, namel vy,
throughthe bloo@he reason why God spares his people in the
time of calamity is, because he sees theiladdon their brow.
What is the basis of that great truth, that all things work together
for good to them that love God? What is the cause ttabgd
so produce good to them, but this, that they are bought with the
precious blood of Christ? Therefore it is that nothing can hurt
them, becaugbe blodsl upon them, and every evil thing must
pass them by. It was so that night in Egypt. God himas!|
abroad with his sword; but he spared them, because he saw the
bloodmark on the lintel and on the two sideposts. And so it is
with us. In the day when God in his fierce anger shall come forth
from his dwelling place, to affright the earth with ®aod to
condemn the wicked, we shall be secure, if covered with the
Saviourds righteousness, and sp
found in him.

Do | hearsomeonesay, that | am now coming to an old
subject? This thought struck me when | was preparing for
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preaching, that | should have to tell you an old story over again;

and just as | was thinking of that, happening to turn over a book,

I met with an anecdote of Judson the mission&yritoa He

had passed through unheafdchardships, and had performed
dangerous exploits for his Master. He returned, afterythiry e ar s 0
absence, to AmericAnnounced to address an assembly in a
provincial town, and a vast concourse having gathered from great
distances to hear him, he rose at the close of the usual service,

and, as all eyes were fixed and every year attent, he spoke for
about fifteen minutes, with much pathos, of the precious Saviour,

of what he had done for us, and of what we owed to him; and he

sat down, visibly af fected. 0T
disappoit ed, 6 said a friend to him
wonder you did not talk sbmething.elle 0 Why what di c

want ?6 he replied: ol presented,
interesting subject in the worl
differenfia st orydé oWel |, I Athe sur e |
most thrilling one thatheardn be ¢

it before. They wanted something new of a man who had just
come from the antipodes. 6 0Then
that a man comirfgom the antipodes had nothing better to tell

than the wondrous story of the dying love of Jesus. My business

is to preach the gospel of Christ; and when | can speak at all, |
dare not trifle with my commission. When | looked upon those
people teday, andemembering where | should next meet them,

how could | stand up and furnish food to vain curiogitkle

their fancy with amusing stories, however decently strung
together on a thread of religion? That is not what Christ meant

by preaching the gospel.dthen how could | hereafter meet the

fear f ul charge, o1 gave you one
you spent it in describing your
Well, if Judson told the old story after he had been thirty years
away, and could not firsshything better, | will just go back to
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this old subject, which is always new and always freghth® us
precious blood of Giyriathich we are saved.

First, thenthe blopskecondlyis efficadyirdly,the one condition
appended ot Whésee t he bl oothephactisahd f ou
lesson

I. First, then,THE BLOOD ITSELF . In the case of the
Israelites it was the blood of the Paschal Lamb. In our case,
beloved, it is the blood of the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sins of the world.

1.The blood of which | have solemnly to speak this morning,
is, first of all, the blood ofdivinely appointed vitgsus Christ
did not come into this world unappointed. He was sent here by
his Father. This indeed is one of the underlying groordof
the Christiand6s hope. We can r el
by his Father, because his Father ordained him to be our Saviour
from before the foundation of the world. Sinwénkenl preach
to thee the blood of Christ this morning, | am preaching
sonething that is well pleasing to God; for God himself did
choose Christ to be the Redeemer; he himself set him apart from
before the foundation of the world, and he himself, even Jehovah
the Father, did lay upon him the iniquitysaill. The sacrifice of
Christ is not brought to you without warrant; it is not a something
which Christ did surreptitiously and in secret; it was written in the
great decree from all eternity, that he was the Lamb slain from
before the foundation of the world. As he himself said L o |
come; in the volume of the book it is written of me, | delight to
dothywilD God. 6 It is Goddés will tha
be shed. Jesus is Godds chosen ¢
addressing the ungodly, here, | say, is one pogement with
them. Sinner! You may trust in Christ, that he is able to save you
from the wrath of God, for God himself has appointed him to
save.
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2. Christ Jesus, too, like the lamb, was not only a divinely
appointed victim, but he wggotleddad thee been one sin in
Christ, he had not been capable of being our Saviour; but he was
without spot or blemighwithout original sin, without any
practical transgression. In him was no sin, though he was
otempted in all point berdasoh e as \
why the blood is able to save, because it is the blood of an
innocent victim, a victim the only reason for whose death lay in
us, and not in himself. When the poor innocent lamb was put to
death, by the head of the household of Egypt, | camarthgt

thoughts | ike these ran through
he struck the knife into the | a
for any guilt that it has ever had, but to show me that | am guilty,

and that | deservedyotureyetbithe | i ke

cross, and see Jesus bleeding there and dying for you. Remember,
OFor sins not his own, he died

Sin had no foothold in him, never troubled him. The prince

of this world came and | ooked,

Christ;there is no room for me to plant my fdaio piece of

corrupt ground, which | may cal l

of Jesus is able to save thee, because he was perfectly innocent

hi msel f, and ohe died the just f
But some wi || say, OWhence ha:

power to save?06 My reply is, not

blood, and because it was the blood of an innocent and spotless
being, but becausthrist himself was Gddhrist were a mere

man, ny hearers, you could not be exhorted to trust him; were he

ever so spotless and holy, there would be no efficacy in his blood

to save; but Christ was oOovery G
Jesus shed was Godlike blood. It was the blood of man, for he

was man like ourselves; but the divinity was so allied with the
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manhood, that the blood derived efficacy from it. Can you
i magine what must be the value ¢
Son? No, you cannot put an estimate upon it that should so much
as reach toraillionth part of its preciousness. | know you esteem
that blood as beyond all price if you have been washed in it; but
I know also that you do not esteem it enough. It was the wonder
of angels that God should condescend to die; it will be the wonder
of dl wonders, the unceasing wonder of eternity, that God should
become man to die. OWhenwe think that Christ was Creator
of the world, and that on his-sllstaining shoulders did hang the
universe, we cannot wonder that his death is mighty to redeem,
ard that his blood should cleanse from sin. Come hither saints
and sinners; gather in and crowd around the cross, and see this
man, overcome with weakness, fainting, groaning, bleeding, and
dying. This man i s foevesd6 bDSothewe
not power to save? Is there not efficacy in blood like that? Can
you imagine any stretch of sin which shathaatsure the power
of divinityd any height of iniquity that shall overtop the topless
steeps of the divine? Can | conceive a depth of sin théteshall
deeper than the infinit€X a breadth of iniquity that shall be
broader than the Godhead? Becau:
save to the wuttermost, them t h:
Divinity appointed, spotless, and divine, his blood is the blood
wheeby ye may escape the anger and the wrath of God.

4. Once morehe bload which we speak today, is bloode
shetbr many for the remission of sin. The paschal lamb was killed
every year; but now Christ hath appeared to take away sin by the
offeringup of himself and there is now no more mention of sin,
for Christ once for all hath put away sin, by the offering of himself.
The Jew had the lamb every morning and every evening, for there
was a continual mention of sin; the blood of the lamb could not
take it away. The lamb availed faidy, but there was the sin of
to-morrow, what was to be done with that? Why, a fresh victim
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must bleed. But oh, my hearer, our greatest joy is, that the blood

of Jesus has been once ghed, an
There is no more need of the blood of bulls or of goats, or of any

ot her sacrifice; t h aforevastheen s acr i
that are sanct i Cometd thedcro3sragamb | i n g

thy sins are heavy, and many; but the atonement rfiorighe
completed by the death of Christ. Look then to Jesus, and
remember that Christ needs nothing to supplement his blood.

The road between God and man is finished and open; the robe

to cover thy nakedness is complete, without a rag of thine; the

bath in vhich thou art to be washed is full, full to the brim, and
needs nothing to be added there
ring in thy ears. There is nothing now that can hinder thy being
saved, if God hath made thee willing now to believe in Jesus
ChristHe is a complete Saviour, full of grace for an empty sinner.

5. And yet | must add one more thought, and then leave this
point. The blood of Jesus Christ is blood that bath been accepted.
Christ died he was buried; but neither heaven nor earth could
tell whether God had accepted the ransom. There was wanted
Godds seal upon the great Magna
that seal was put, my hearer, in that hour when God summoned
the angel, and bade him descend from heaven and roll away the
stone. Christ veaput in durance vile in the prison house of the
grave, as a hostage for his people. Until God had signed the
warrant for acquittal of all his people, Christ must abide in the
bonds of death. He did not attempt to break his prirsodip
not come out ilgally, by wrenching down the bars of his
dungeon; he waited: he wrapt up the napkin, folding it by itself:
he laid the grawdothes in a separate place; he waited, waited
patiently; and at last down from the skies, like the flash of a
meteor, the angelsiEnded, touched the stone and rolled it away;
and when Christ came out, rising from the dead in the glory of
his Fatherds power, then was the
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our redemption. The blood was accepted, and sin was forgiven.
And now, soul, iis not possible for God to reject thee, if thou
comest this day to him, pleading the blood of Christ. God
cannofi and here we speak with reverenci the everlasting

God cannot reject a sinner who pleads the blood of Christ: for if
he did so, it were taedy himself, and to contradict all his former
acts.He hasiccepted blood, arge wilhccept it; he never can
revoke that divine acceptance of the resurrection; and if thou
goest to God, my hearer, pleading simply and only the blood of
him that did hangpon the tree, God must #®od himself
before he can reject thee, or reject that blood.

And yet | fear that | have not been able to make you think of
the blood of Christ. | beseech you, then, just for a moment try to
picture to yourself Christ on the crokst your imagination
figure the motley crew assembled round about that little hill of
Calvary. Lift now your eyes, and see the three crosses put upon
that rising knoll. See in the centre the ticoowned brow of
Christ. Do you see the hands that hawayal been full of
blessing nailed fast to the accursed wood! See you his dear face,
more marred than that of any other man? Do you see it how, as
his head bows upon his bosom in the extreme agonies of death?
He was a real man, remember. It was a real Bmsst think
of these things as figments, and fancies, and romances. There was
such a being, and he died as | describe it. Let your imagination
picture him, and then sit still a moment and think over this
thought: o0The bl ood odédyihghmlmt man,
agony, must be my redemption; and if | would be saved, | must
put my only trust in what he suffered for me, when he himself did
6bear our sins in his own body
Spirit should help you, you will then be in a rigtet &tg@roceed
to the second point.

Il. THE EFFICACY OF THIS BLOOD. O When | see th
I owi || pass over you. O
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1. The blood of Christ hath such a divine power to save, that
nothing but it can ever save thes@uoal foolish Israelite had

despised the command of God, an
something el se upon the door post
with jewels of gold and silver,
could save his household but théngped blood. And now let us

al | remember, t hat oot her found.
which is |l aid, Jesus Christ, 6 fc

among men whereby we must be sayv
my tears, cannot save the; blopthe blood alone, has power to

redeem. Sacraments, however well they may be attended to,
cannot save me. Nothing but thy blood, O Jesus, can redeem me

from the guilt of sin. Though | should give rivers of oil, and ten
thousand of the fat of fed beasts; y@aygh | should give my

first-born for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin

of my soul, all would be useless. Nothing but the blood of Jesus

has in it the slightest savppmver. OhlYou that are trusting in

your infant baptism, your confirnabn, and your Lord
you are trusting in a lie. Nothing but the blood of Jesus can save.

| care not how right the ordinance, how true the form, how
scriptural the practice, it is all a vanity to you if you rely in it. God

forbid | should say a wombainst ordinances, or against holy

things; but keep them in their places. If you make then the basis

of your soul &ds salvation, they a
you need them most you shall find them fail you. There is not, |

repeat it again, ttstightest atom of savipgwer anywhere but

in the blood of Jesus. That blood has the only power to save, and

aught else that you rely upon shall be a refuge of lies. This is the

rock, and this is the work that is perfect; but all other things are

day dreas; they must be swept away in the day when God shall

come to try our work of what sort it is. THE BLOOD stands out

in solitary majesty, the only rock of our salvation.
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2. This blood is not simply the only thing that can save, but
it must save aléuganything with the blood of Christ, and you

are |l ost; trust to anything el se
says one, that the Sacrament cannot save me, but | will trust in
that, and in Christ too.o6 You a

Christ ofhis honour, that anything you put with him, however
good it is, becomes, from the fact of your putting it with him, an
accursed thing. And what is it that thou wouldst put with Christ?
Thy good works? Whatlilt thou yoke a reptile with an arfigel

yoke thyslf to the chariot of salvation with Christ? What are thy
good works? Thy righteousnesses
filthy rags be joined to the spotless celestial righteousness of
Christ? It must not, and it shall not be. Rely on Jesus only, and
thou canst not perish; but rely on anything with him, and thou art
as surely damned as if thou shouldst rely upon thy sins. Jesus
onlyfi Jesus onfy Jesus ondy this is the rock of our salvation.

And here let me stop, and combat a few forms and shapes
which ourselfr i ght eousness al ways take
could trust in Chrigf | felt my sins made Si r , t hat i s
error. Is thy repentance, thy sense of sin, to be-Savéotr?
SinnerThebloodl s t o save t hee, not t hy
thy repentance. Thou art bidden this day to trust in Christ; not in
thy feelings, not in thy pangs on account of sin. Many a man has
been brought into great soul distress, because he has looked more
at his repentance than at the obedience of iChrist

0 Guld thy tears for ever flow,
Could thy zeal no respite know;
All for sin could not atone,
Christ must save afhrist aloneéd

ONay, 6 says another, Obut I f e
of Christ as | ought , and there
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friend, that is anotharsidioudorm of the same error. God does
not say, OWhen | see your esti me
pass over you; no, butwhen Itbesbloodd |1t i s not you
of that blood, it is the blood that saves you. Ailltsefore, that
magnificent, solitabloodmust be alone.

oONay, 6 says another, oObut i f |
have hope. 6 That, t oo, i s a ver
You are not to be saved by the efficacy of your faith, but by the
efficacy of the blood of Christ. It is not your believing, it is
Christds dying. | bid you believ
believing as the ground of your salvation. No man will go to
heaven if he trusts to his own faith; you may as well trust to yo
own good works as trust to your faith. Your faith must deal with
Christ not with itself. The world hangs on nothing; but faith
cannot hang upon itself, it must hang on Christ. Sometimes, when
my faith is vigorous, | catch myself doing this. Therdlsjayg
into my heart, and after awhile | begin to find that my joy
suddenly departs. | ask the causes, and | find that the joy came
because | was thinking@hristbut when | begin to think about
my joythen my joy fled. You must not think of youhfaut of
Christ. Faith comes from meditation upon Christ. Turn, then,
your eye, not upon faith but upon Jesus. It is not your hold of
Christ that saves you; it is his hold of you. It is not the efficacy of
your believing in him; it is the efficacy oblasd applied to you
through the Spirit.

I do not know how sufficiently to follow Satan in all his
windings into the human heart, but this, | know, he issalway
trying to keep back this great tfutihhe blood, and the blood
alone has poways tanctalverando®ihf, 61 s

such an experience then | coul d
experience, it is the Dbl ood. Go
experi ence, Othelblood of CMiBteMNdy s@® esay s
Obut i f -ahdsubhagda cseusc, h | could hope.
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did not say, OWhen | steblooghour gr
Get grace, get as much as you can of faith, and love, and hope,
but oh, do not put them where CI

only pillar of your hope muse the Cross, and aught else that
you put to buttress up the cross of Christ is obnoxious to God,
and ceases to have any virtue in it, because it isGmratiThe
blood of Christ, then alone, saves; but anything with it, and it does
not save.

3. Ya again we may say of the blood of Clitristabsufficient
There is no case which the blood of Christ cannot met; there is
no sin which it cannot wash away. There is no multiplicity of sin
which it cannot cleanse, no aggravation of guilt whicmdtcan
remove. Ye may be doublged like scarlet, ye may have lain in
the lye of your sins these seventy years, but the blood of Christ
can take out the stain. You may have blasphemed him almost as
many times as you have breathed, you may have reject®d him a
often as you have heard his name; you may have broken his
Sabbath, you may have denied his existence, you may have
doubted his Godhead, you may have persecuted his servants, you
may have trampled on his blood; but all this the blood can wash
away. You myghave committed whoredoms without number, nay,
murder itself may have defiled your hands, but this fountain filled
with blood can wash all the stains away. The blood of Jesus Christ
cleanseth us fromlsin. There is no sort of a man, there is no
abortion of mankind, no demon in human shape that this blood
cannot wash. Hell may have sought to make a paragon of iniquity,
it may have striven to put sin, and sin, and sin together, till it has
made a monster in the shape of man, a monster abhorred of
mankind,but the blood of Christ can transform that monster.
Magdal enés seven devils it can
demoniac it can ease, the desgied leprosy it can cure, the
wound of the maimed, yea, the lost limb it can restore. There is
no spiritual diease which the great Physician cannot heal. This is
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the great Catholicon, the medicine for all diseases. No case can
exceed its virtue, be it never so black or visyffilient, all
sufficient blood.

4. But go further. The blood of Christ sasesyl Many

people say, oWell, I hope | shal
Christ; 6 and perhaps, says one
oWel |, I hope it will save. d My
honour of God. If any man gives you a promiseyandsay,

oWel I , I hope he wil/ fulfil it

least some small doubt as to whether he will or not. Now, | do
not hope that the blood of Christ will wash away my sin. | know

it is washed away by his blood; and that isdithexfhich does

not hope about Christds blood,
blood does cleanse. The moment it was applied to my conscience

it did cl eanse, and it does <cl e
true to his faith, did not go inside, and shope the destroying
angel will pass by me; 6 but he s

cannot smite me; | know he will not. There is the bt

there, | am secure beyond a doubt; there is not the shadow of a

risk of my perishing. | am, I must beesadv. 6 And so | pr
sure gospel this morning: 0 Whos
Jesus Christ shall not perish bu
my sheep eternal l i fe, 6 said he
neither shall any pluck them out of myrhd . 6 O, sinner,
not the shadow of a doubt as to whether Christ will save you if

you trust in his blood. O no, | know he will. I am certain his blood

can save; and | beg you, i n Chri
that that blood isur¢o cleanse, not only thatritaycleanse, but
that it mustc | eans e, mustber esbayv ewe 6 say

Scripture. If we have that blood upon us we must be saved, or
else we are to suppose a God unfaithful and a God unkind; in fact,
a God transformed from eviiyng that is Godike into
everything that is base.
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5. And yet again, he that hath this blood sprinkled upon him
is savecompletelNot the hair of the head of an Israelite was
disturbed by the destroying angel. They were completely saved;
so he that &lieveth in the blood is saved from all things. | like the
old translation of the chapter in the Romans. There was a martyr
once summoned before Bonner; and after he had expressed his

faith in Christ, Bonner said o0Yo
ONya6 said he, quoting the old ve
no damnation to them that beli e

brings a sweet thought before us; there is no damnation to the
man who has the blood of Christ upon him; he cannot be
condemned of Godnyhow. It were impossibléiere is no such a
thing there can be no such thing. There is no damnation. He
cannot be damned; for there is no damnation to him that is in
Christ Jesus. Let the blood be applied to the lintel, and to the
door-post, there iro destruction. There is a destroying angel for
Egypt, but there is none for Israel. There is a hell for the wicked,
but none for the righteous. And if there is none, they cannot be
put there. If there is no damnation they cannot suffer it. Christ
saves aopletely; every sin is washed, every blessing ensured,
perfection is provided, and glory everlagtithg sure result.

I think then, | have dwelt sufficiently long upon the efficacy
of his blood; but no tongue of seraph can ever speak its worth. |
mustgo home to my chamber, and weep because | am powerless
to tell this story, and yet | have laboured to tell it simply, so that
all can understand; and | pray, therefore, that God the Spirit may
lead some of you to put your trust simply, wholly, and emtirely
the blood of Jesus Christ.

lll. This brings us to the third point, upon which | must be
very brief, and the third poinfiifHE ONE CONDITION.
What says one o0Do you preach a c¢
there is the oBpgethebtoodn wili pass over o0 Wh e r
you. 6 What a Itdbesmossaydgwhengau deethd o n !
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blood, but when seé. Thine eye of faith may be so dim, that
thou canst not see the blood of
dim: He can see it, yea he must see it; for Christ in heaven is

al ways presenting his blood befo
could not seée blood; he was inside the house; he could not see
what was on the lintel and the doorpost; but God could see it;
and this is the only &6&odibsi on
seeing the blood; not your seeing it. O how safe, then, is every
one that truts in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not his faith that is

the condition, not his assurance; it is the simple fact, that Calvary

is set perpetually before the eyes of God in a risen and ascended

Saviour . oWhen | see the blood,
your knees then in prayer, ye doubting souls, and let this be your
pleafioLord, have mercy upamotme f or
see it as | could desire, but Ltrdwseest it, and thou hast said,
6When | see it, I wi | itthispdays s ov er
pass over my sin, and forgive me

IV. And now, lastlyWHAT IS THE LESSON . The lesson of
the text is to the Christian this. Christian, take care that thou dost
always remember, that nothing but the blood of Christawan
thee. | preach to myselfday what | preach to you. | often find
myself like thif: | have been praying that the Holy Spirit might
rest in my heart and cleanse out an evil passion, and presently |
find myself full of doubts and fears, and when thasieason, |
finditisthisil have been |l ooking to
the Spiritdéds work where Chris
to put your own works where Ch
much a sin t o porkthered. Mou misonever Spi r |
make the Spirit of God an a@ftnrist, and you virtually do that
when you put the Spiritds wor k &
Do you not often hear Christian
Christ teday as | could yesterday,yfesterday | felt such sweet
and blessed enjoyments. d Now, w

t he
t 0s
roi
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frames and feelings where Christ
blood is no more able to save you in a good frame than in a bad
frame. Chri st 0s sthat mushdwhenymiare b e vy
full of joy as when you are full of doubt. And here it is that your
happiness will be in danger, by beginning to put your good frames

and good feelings in the room of the blood of Christ. O, brethren,

if we could always live wittsiagle eye fixed on the Cross, we

should always be happy; but when we get a little peace, and a little

joy, we begin to prize the joy and peace so much, that we forget
the source whence they come. As
that loves his wife willephaps, often give her jewels and rings;

but suppose she should sit down and begin to think of her jewels

and rings so much that she should forget her husband, it would

be a kind husbandds business to
she mightfix heraffeci ons entirely on him. 6
Jesus gives us jewels of faith and love, and we get trusting to them,

and he takes them away in order that we may come again as guilty,
helpless sinners, and put our trust in Christ. To quote a verse |

often repeali | believe the spirit of a Christian should be, from

his first hour to his last, the spirit of these two fines:

ONothing in my hand | Dbri
Simply to thy cross | cli

That is the lesson to the saint.

But another minute; there is a lesson here to the sinner. Poor,
trembling, guilty seiondemned sinner, | have a word from the
Lord for thee. 0The blood of Je:
you and measf roan edrdsetim. 6 ,That 0
if now you are feeling your need of a Saviour. Now that blood is
able to save you, and you are bidden simply to trust that blood,
and you shall be saved. But | h
feel my need. Now | feel that | do not feel, | only Wikth feel
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my need enough. 6 Well do not bri
only in the blood. If you can rely simply on the blood of Christ,
whatever your feelings may be, or may not be, that blood is able

to save. But you ar @?Whatyriushg, 0 HGCc
I do?6 Well there is nothing the
doing altogether, in order to be saved. There must be a denial of

all your doings. You must get Christ first, and then you may do

as much as you like. But you must not trustuindoings. Your

business is now to lift up your heart in prayer liké thik: o r d ,

thou hast shown me something of myself, show me something of

my Saviour.dé6 See the Saviour han
to hi m, and say, ohingealsetp trubttot r ust
but I rely on thee; sink or swin
surely sinner, as thou canst put thy trust in Christ, thou art as safe

as an apostle or prophet. Not death nor hell can slay that man

whose firm reliance is atttedt of the cross. ol
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shal:
and is baptized shall be saved; he that believeth not shall be
damned. 6 He that believeth shall
many; he that believeth not shaldamned, be his sins never so

few, and be his virtues never so many. Trust in Jesus now! Sinner,

trust in Jesus only.

ONot all the bl ood of beast s
On Jewish altars slain
Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away the stain.
But Christthe heavenly Lamb,
Takes all our sins away;
A sacrifice of nobler name
And richer blood than they. 6

72



229 Love | JoHN4:19

A Sermon
Delivered on SabbattMorning, December 19th, 1858
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At the Music Hall, Royal Surrey Gardens

OWe love him, because he first loved usfi | John 4:19

DURING the last two Sabbath days | have been preaching the
gospel to the unconverted. | have earnestly exhorted the very
chief of sinners to look to Jesus Christ, and have assuned the
that as a preparation for coming to Christ, they need no good
works, or good dispositions, but that they may come, just as they
are, to the foot of the cross, and receive the pardoning blood and
allsufficient merits of the Lord Jesus Christ. The thduaght
since occurred to me, that some who were ignorant of the gospel
might, perhaps, put this quérys this likely to promote morality?

If the gospel be a proclamation of pardon to the very chief of
sinners, will not this be a license to sin? In whatctesgan the
gospel be said to be a gospel according to holiness? How will such
preaching operate? Will it make men better? Will they be more
attentive to the laws which relate to man and man? Will they be
more obedient to the statutes which relate toamdrGod? |
thought, therefore, that we would advance a step further, and
endeavour to show, this morning, how the proclamation of the
gospel of God, though in the commencement it addresses itself
to men who are utterly destitute of any good, is, nevesthele
designed to lead these very men to the noblest heights of virtue,
yea, to ultimate perfection in holiness. The text tells us, that the
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effect of the gospel received in the heart is, that it compels and
constrains such a heabedausehe | ove
first loved us. 6 When the gospel
loving God, it does not expect anything of us, but coming with
the divine application of the Holy Ghost, it simply assures us that
God loves us, be we never so deeply immersed and then,
the after effect of this procl an
because he first | oved us. 6

Can you imagine a being placed halfway between this world
and heaven? Can you conceive of him as having such enlarged
capacities that he coulaks#éy discern what was done in heaven,
and what was done on earth? | can conceive that, before the Fall,
if there had been such a being, he would have been struck with
the singular harmony which exi st
called heaven, and thelditworld, the earth. Whenever the
chimes of heaven rang, the great note of those massive bells was
love and when the little bells of earth were sounded, the
harmonies of this narrow sphere, rang out their note, it was just
the samié loveWhen the brigtgpirits gathered around the great
throne of God in heaven to magnify the Lord, at the same time,
there was to be seen the world, clad in its priestly garments,
offering its sacrifice of purest praise. When the cherubim and
seraphim did clyimotly,ihaoly bordlGod of r vy , o]
armies, 6 there was hear d a not €
sweetly musical, coming up from
Lord God of armies. 6 There was r
peal s of heavends acoerd withittes wer e
whi spers of earthods harmonies.
hi ghest, 6 and on earth there was
as the heart of God; God loved man, and man loved God. But
imagine that same great Spirit to be still standimgdn the
heavens and the earth, how sad must he be, when he hears the
jarring discard, and feels it gr

74



ClassicChristianLibrary.com 229 Love® | John 4:19

am reconciled to thee, I have pi
answer of this earth? The answer of the worfal i4a n i s at
enmity with God: God may be reconciled, but man is not. The
mass of men are stild]l enemi es t

the angels praise God, if they list to the sounds that are to be
heard on earth, they hear the trump of cruel war; thethbear
bacchanalian shout and the song of the lascivious, and what a
discord is this in the great harmony of the spheres? The fact is
thisfi the world was originally one great string in the harp of the
universe, and when the Almighty swept that harp with his
gracious fingers there was nothing to be heard but praise; now
that string is snapped, and where it has been reset by grace, still it
is not wholly restored to its perfect tune, and the note that cometh
from it hath but little of sweetness, and very mutisasrd. But,
bright Spirit, retain thy place, and live on. The day is hastening
with glowing wheels, and the axle thereof is hot with speed. The
day is coming, when this world shall be a paradise again. Jesus
Christ, who came the first time to bleedsauifir, that he might
wash the world from its iniquity, is coming a second time to reign
and conquer, that he may clothe the earth with glory; and the day
shall arrive, when thou, O Spirit, shall hear again the everlasting
harmony. Once more the bells aftk shall be attuned to the
melodies of heaven; once more shall the eternal chorus find that
no singer is absent, but that the music is complete.

But how is this to be? How is the world to be brought back?
How is it to be restored? We answer, the re@sprthere was
this original harmony between earth and heaven was, because
there wadovebetween them twain, and our great reason for
hoping that there shall be at laststblished an undiscordant
harmony between heaven and earth is simply this, thaa®o
already manifested his love towards us, and that in return, hearts
touched by his grace do even now love him; and when they shall

75



Spurgeon-%VolS\er mons ClassicChristianLibrary.com

be multiplied, and love-established, then shall the harmony be
complete.

Having thus introduced my text, | must r@unge into it.
We shall notice thearentagbenourishmeand thewvalk of Igve
and shall exhort all believers here present, to love God, because
he hath first loved them.

I. In the first placelHE PARENTAGE OF TRU E LOVE TO
Gob.

OWhat tmkepuiugly tbheeezes bl ow soft
Where every prospect pleases,

Where God is most resplendent in his works, and most lavish
in his gifts, there man has been the vilest and God is the most
forgotten.

Others have taught, ifot exactly in doctrine, yet their
doctrine necessarily leads to it, that human nature may of itself
attain unto love to God. Our simple reply is, we have never met
with such an instance. We have curiously questioned the people
of God, and we believe tidhers have questioned them in every

age, but we have never had but o
hast thou | oved God?6 The only .
first |l oved me. 6 | h awilebuthhe ar d m

never yet heard of a Christigho exalted frewill in his own
experience. | have heard men say, that men of their owiillfree
may turn to God, believe, repent, and love, but | have heard the
same persons, when talking of their own experience, say, that they
did not so turn to Godyut that Jesus sought them when they
were strangers, wandering from the fold of God. The whole
matter may look specious enough, when preached, but when felt
it is found to be a phantom. It msgemght enough for a man

to tell his fellow that his own &will may save him; but when he
comes to close dealing with his own conscience, he himself,
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however wild in his doctrine, i S
| ove Jesus, because he first I o
Wesleyan brother, who has sometnaiési against this doctrine
in the pulpit, and then has given out this very hymn, and all the
members of the church have joined in singing it most heartily,
while at the same time they were tolling the -#aathof their
own peculiar tenets; for if thHatmn be true Arminianism must
be false. If it be the certain fact, that the only reason for our loving
God is that his love has been shed abroad in our hearts, then it
cannot be true anyhow, that man ever did or ever will love God,
until first of all Gochas manifested his love towards him.

But without disputing any longer, do we not all admit that
our | ove to God is the sweet off
beloved, cold admiration every man may have; but the warmth of
love can only be kindled bythe r es of Godds Spi
Christian speak for himself, we shall all hold this great and
cardinal truth, that the reason of our love to God is, the sweet
influence of his grace. Sometimes | wonder that such as we
should have been brought to love Godlh Is our love so
precious that God should court our love, dressed in the crimson
robes of a dying Redeemer? If we had loved God, it would have
been no more than he deserved. But when we rebelled, and yet
he sought our love, it was surprising indéedas a wonder
when he disrobed himself of all his splendours, and came down
and wrapt himself in a mantle of clay; but methinks the wonder
is excelled yet, for after he had died for us, still we did not love
him; we rebelled against him; we rejecteddbamation of the
gospel; we resisted his Spirit; but he saitihhave their hearts;
and he followed us day after day, hour after hour. Sometimes he

|l aid us | ow, and he said, oSur el
At another time he filled ustivcorn and with wine, and he said

0Surely they will | ove me now, O
At | ast he said, o | wi || strive
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not have it that a human heart is stronger than | am. | turn the
wilofmanas he rivers of water are tu
his strength, and in an instant the current changed, and we loved

him, because we then could see the love of God, in that he sent

his Son to be our Redeemer. But we must confess, beloved, going

back tothe truth with which we started, that never should we

have had any love towards God, unless that love had been sown

in us by the sweet seed of his love to us. If there be any one here

that hath a love to Christ, let him differ from this doctrine here,

but let him know that he shall not differ hereafter; for in heaven
they al|l sing, praise to free gt
God and to the Lamb. 6

Il. Love, then, has for its parent the love of God shed abroad
in our hearts. But after it is divinborn in our heart it must be
divinelyNOURISHED .

The first thing, then, that our love feeds upon, when it is but
an infant, is a sense of favours received. Ask a young Christian
why he loves Christ, and he will tell you, | love Christ because he
has boght me with his blood! Why do you love God the Father?
| love God the Father because he gave his Son for me. And why
do you love God the Spirit? | love him because he has renewed
my heart. That is to say we love God for what he has given to us.
Our first bve feeds just on the simple food of a grateful
recollection of mercies received. And mark, however much we
grow in grace this will always constitute a great part of the food
of our love.

But when the Christian grows older and has more grace, he
loves Christ for another reason. He loves Christ because he feels
Christ deserves to be loved. | trust | can say, | have in my heart
now a love to God, These men did nhot merely love Christ because
of what he had done for them; but you will find in their sonnets
and in their lettefisthat their motive of love was, that he had
communed with them, he had showed them his hands and his
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side; they had walked with him in the villages; they had lain with
him on the beds of spices; they had entered into the mystic circle
of communion; and they felt that they loved Christ, because he
was all over glorious, and was so divinely fair, that if all nations
could behold him, sure they must be constrained to lovediim t
This, then, is the food of love; but when love grows rich
and it does sometinfeshe most loving heart grows cold
towards Christ. Do you know that the only food that ever suits
sick love, is the food on which it fedist?l have heard say by
the plysicians, that if a man be sick there is no place so well
adapted for him as the place where he was born; and if love grow
sick and cold, there is no place so fit for it to go to as the place
where it was born, namely, the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord. Where was love born? Was she born in the midst of
romantic scenery, and was she nursed with wondrous
contemplations upon the lap of beauty? Ah! no. Was she born on
the steeps of Sinai, when God came from Sinai and the holy one
from mount Paran, and ftexl the mountains with the touch of
his foot, and made the rocks flow down like wax before his
terrible presence? Ah! no. Was love born on Tabor, when the
Saviour was transfigured, and his garment became whiter than
wool, whiter than any fuller could mati Ah! no; darkness
rushed ob6er the sight of those
they fell asleep, for the glory overpowered them. Let me tell you
where love was born. Love was born in the garden of
Gethsemane, where Jesus sweat great drops of blwad, it
nurtured i n Pil at eds hal | | wher
ploughing of the lash, and gave his body to be spit upon and
scourged. Love was nurtured at the cross, amid the groans of an
expiring God, beneath the droppings of his lfildbdvas there
tha love was nurtured. Bear me witness, children of God. Where
did your love spring from, but from the foot of the cross? Did
you ever see that sweet flower growing anywhere but at the foot
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of Calvary? No; it was when ye
exceling6 outdoing its own self; it
bondage to itself, dying by its own stroke, laying down its life,
though it had power to retain it and to take it up again; it was
there your love was born; and if you wish your love, when it is
sick, b be recovered, take it to some of those sweet places; make
it sit in the shade of the olive trees, and make it stand on the
pavement and gaze, while the blood is still gushing down. Take it
to the cross, and bid it look and see afresh the bleedingildamb; a
surely this shall make thy love spring from a dwarf into a giant,
and this shall fan it from a spark into a flame.

And then, when thy love is thus recruited, let me bid thee give

thy Il ove full exercise; for it ¢
shalll exercise the contemplation c
Oh! Sacred Dove of love, stretch thy wings, and play the eagle
now. Come! open wide thine eyes,
and soar upward, upward, upward, far above the heights of this
worldds creati on, upwards, til | t hc

that God loved thee from before the foundation of the world.
Does not this strengthen thy love? Ah! what a bracing air is that
air of eternity? When | fly into it for a moment, and thinkeof th
great doctrine of electibrof

0That vast unmeasured | ove,
Which from the days of old,

Did all the chosen seed embrace,

Li ke sheep within the fold.

It makes the tears run down or
should have an interest in that decreeaunakil of the Almighty
Three, wheeveryonehat should be bloeldought had its name
inscribed inG o d €esnal book. Come, soul, | bid thee now
exercise thy wings a little, and see if this does not make thee love
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God. He thought of thee before thou hadbeing. When as yet
the sun and the moon were fiotyhen the sun, the moon, and
the stars slept in the mind of God, like unborn forests in an acorn
cup, when the old sea was not yet born, long ere this infant world
lay in its swaddling bands of mistnt@®d had inscribed thy
name upon the heart and upon the hands of Christ indelibly, to
remainforever And does not this make thee love God? Is not
this sweet exercise for thy love? For here it is my text comes in,
giving, as it were, the last charge il siveet battle of love, a
charge that sweeps everything be
he first |l oved us, 6 seeing that
when in eternity he dwelt alone.

And when thou hast soared backward into the past eternity,
I haveyet another flight for thee. Soar back through all thine own
experience, and think of the way whereby the Lord thy God has
led thee in the wilderness, and how he hath fed and clothed thee
every day how he hath borne with thine ill manfier®w he
hath putup with all thy murmurings, and all thy longings after the
fleshpots of Egy@dt how he has opened the rock to supply thee,
and fed thee with manna that came down from heaven. Think of
how his grace has been sufficient for thee in all thy tfoubles
how his bbod has been a pardon to thee in all thii $ios/ his
rod and his staff have comforted thee. And when thou hast flown
over this sweet field of love, thou mayest fly further on, and
remember that the oath, the covenant, the blood, have something
moreinthen t han the past, for though
this doth not mean that he shall ever cease to, love, for he is Alpha
and he shall be Omega, he is first, and he shialtbend
therefore bethink thee, when thou shalt pass through the valley
of theshadow of death, thou needest fear no evil, for he is with
thee. When thou shalt stand in the cold floods of Jordan, thou
needest not fear, for death cannot separate thee from his love;
and when thou shalt come into the mysteries of eternity thou
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needest ot trembl e, for ol am per
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lor d. 6 Aoolds nat thhyove refreshed? Does not this
make thee love him? Doth not a flight over those illimitable plains
of the ether of love, inflame they heart, and compel thee to delight
thyself in the Lord thy God? Her
him,becasie he fir st | oved us, 6 and b
is the pledge and promise that he will love us even to the end.

[ll. And now comes the third point, ti&LK OF LOVE.

When we are on our knees in prayer, | fear that when we are
praying for thelmrch we do not mean all that we say. We are
praying foourchurch, our section of it. Now, he that loves Christ,
if he be a Baptist, he loves the doctrine of baptism, because he
knows it to be Scriptural; but, at the same time wherever he sees
thegracef God to be in any mandés he
he is a part of the living church, and he does not withhold his
heart, his hand, or his house from him, because he happens to
differ on some one point. | pray that the church in these days may
have a me loving spirit towards herself. We ought to delight in
the advance of every denomination. Is the Church of England
rousing from its sleep? Is she springing like a phoenix, from her
ashes? God be with her, and God bless her! Is another
denomination leadjnthe van, and seeking by its ministers to
entice the wanderer into the house of God? God be with it! Is the
Primitive Methodist labouring in the hedge and ditch, toiling for
his Master? God help Him! Is the Calvinist seeking to uphold
Christ crucified iall his splendours? God be with him! And does
another man with far less knowledge preach much error, but still
hold that oOby grace are ye save:l
him, and may success be with him evermore. If ye loved Christ

~

betteryewould l@allChr i st 86s church, and al
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Do you not know that Christ hath now a mouth on earth,
and hath left a hand on earth and a foot on earth still, and that if
ye would prove your love to him, ye would not think that ye
cannot feed hifin ye needot imagine that ye cannot fill his hand,
or that ye cannot wash his feet? Ye can do all-thay téle has
left his poor and afflicted people, and their mouths are hungry,
for they need bread, and their tongue is parched for they need
water. You meet &m; they come to you; they are destitute and
afflicted. Do ye refuse them? Do you know who it was ye denied
at your door? oO0lnasmuch as ye di
these, my brethren, ye did it nc
of the poor wkn you mighhavehelped them, you rejected
Christ. Christ was virtually the man to whom you parsimoniously
refused the needed alms, and your Saviour was thus rejected at
the door of one for whom he himself had died. Do you want to
feed Christ? Open youyes, then, and you shall see him
everywhere; in our back streets, in our lanes, in our alleys, in all
our churches, connected with eve
shall find the poor and the afflicted. If ye want feed Christ, feed
themButyesaythgte are wi lling to wash (
and ye may do it. Has he no fallen children? Are there no brethren
who have sinned, and who are tht
foul, ye say ye would wash them; then if a Christian man has
stepped asidseek to restore him, and lead him once more in the
way of righteousness. And do you
your liberality? His Church is the treaborese of his alms, and
the hand of his church is outstretched for help, for she always
needs itShe has a work to do which must be accomplished. She
is straitened because your help is withheld from her; pour your
gifts into her treasury, for all that ye can give unto her is given to
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, to stimulate your love, let nmaingl you that Christ
Jesus had two trials of his love, which he endured with firmness,
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but which are often too much for us. When Christ was high, and
glorious, | marvel that he loved | have known many a man

who loved his friend when he was in the damwestate; but he

has risen, and he has disdained to know the man at whose table
he had fed. A lofty elevation tries the love which we bear to those
who are inferior to us in rank. Now, Christ Jesus, the Lord of
heaven and the King of angels, condescémaetice us before

he came on earth, and always called us brethren: and since he has
ascended up to heayand has rassumed the diadesind once

more sits down at the right hand of God, he never has forgotten
us. His high estate has never made fyht aldisciple. When he

rode into Jerusalem in triumph, we do not read that he disdained
to confess that the humble fishermen were his followers. And
onow, though he reigns exalted h
he calls us brethren, frienddt s& recognizes the kinship of the

one blood. And yet, strange to say, we have known many
Christians who have forgotten much of their love to Christ when

they have risen in the world. 04
wont to do much for Christ in poverand who had had a great

sum | eft her , ol cannot do as mu
that 2?6 said one. Sai d she, 0 Wh e
guinea heart, and now | have a guinea purse | have only a shilling
heart. 6 |t | somamentodettice fheytwerei on t

content to go to the meetihguse and mix with the ignoble
congregation, while they had but little; they have grown rich, there
is a Turkey carpet in the drawiogm, they have arrangements

now too splendid to permit themitvite the poor of the flock,

as once they did, and Christ Jesus is not so fashionable as to allow
them to introduce any religious topic when they meet with their
new friends. Besides this, they say they are now obliged to pay
this visit and that visind they must spend so much time upon
attire, and in maintaining their station and respectability, they
cannot find time to pray as they did. iibeseof God has to be
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neglected for the party, and Christ has less of their heart than ever
he hadthyl Kitnbhhiness to thy frient
so high tlat thou art ashamed of Christ®Aart thou grown so
rich, that Christ in his poverty is despised? Alas! poor waslth! a
base weal t hwere well foethew ieitshaultd be alb
sweptaway, if a descent to poverty should be a restoration to the
ardency of thine affection.

But once again: what a trial of love was that, when Christ
began to suffer for us! There are many men, | doubt not, who are
true believers, and love their Savious,wduld tremble to come
to the test of suffering. Imagine yourself my brother, takkayto
into some dark dungeon of tmguisition conceive that all the
horrors of the dark ages are revived, you are taken down a long
dark staircase, and hurried yowknot whither, at last you come
to a place, far deep in the bowels of the earth, and round about
you see hanging on the walls the pincers, the instruments of
torture of all kinds and shapes. There are two inquisitors there
who say t o youtorehdunce yoy bareticalr e par

faith, and to return to the Dbosc
brethren and sisters, that you would have strength of mind and
grace enough to say, ol am not

But when the pincers began to tear [#&hf when the hot coals
began to scorch, when the rack began to dislocate the bones;
when all the instruments of torture were wreaking their hellish
vengeance, unless the supernatural hand of God should be
mightily upon you, | am sure that in your weakpesg would

deny your Master, and in the hour of your peril would forsake the
Lord that bought you. True, the love of Christ in the heart, when
sustained by his grace, is strong enough to bear us through; but |
am afraid that with many of us here predfeng had no more

love than we have now, we should come out from the inquisition
miserable apostates from the faith. But now, remember Christ.
He was exposed to tortures, which were really more tremendous,
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far. There is no engine of Romish cruelty thategaal that

dreadful torture which forced a sweat of blood from every pore.

Christ was scourged and he was crucified; but there were other

woes unseen by us, which were the soul of his agonies. Now, if
Christ in the hour ofydisiplesel tr i al
wi || not die, 6 he might have con
could accuse him of evil? He owed us nothing; we could do
nothing for him. Poor worms would be all that he would disown.

But our Master, even when the blsagat covered himwagh

a mantle of gore, never thought of disownifighuE VER. 0 My

Father, 6 said he once, o0if it be
But there was always the oI f it
save without it, let the cup pass; but if not thyoitlone. You

never hear him say in Pilateds

imagine that he was sorry he had undertaken so costly a sacrifice
for us; and when his hands are pierced, and when he is parched
with fever, and his tongue is dried up like aheotl, and his

whole body is dissolved into the dust of death, you never hear a
groan or a shriek that looks like going back. It is the cry of one
determined to go on, though he knows he must die on his onward
march. It was love that could not be stayedidath, but
overcame all the horrors of the grave.

Now, what say we to this? We who live in these gentler times,
are we about to give up our Master, when we are tried and
tempted for him? Young man in the workshiojs! your lot to
be jeered at becauseiyare a follower of the Saviour; and will
you turn back from Christ because of a jeer? Young wéomoan!
are laughed at because you profess the religion of Christ, shall a
laugh dissolve the link of love that knits your heart to him, when
all the roar of &éll could not divert his love from you. And you
who are suffering because you maintain a religious principle, are
you cast out from men; will you not bear that the house should
be stripped, and that you shall eat the bread of poverty, rather
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than dishonousuch a Lord? Will you not go forth from this place,
by the help of Godds Spirit,
come poverty, come wedltin death, come pain, or come what

may, you are and ever must be

your healrdadye oMW m, because he
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230 THE VANGUARD ANDREREWARD OF THE
CHURCH 1IsA52:12

A Sermon
Delivered on SabbatiMorning, December2&h, 1858
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At the Music Hall, Royal Surrey Gardens

oThe Lord will go before you; and the God of Israel will be your
rerewardé i Isaiah 52:12

THE CHURCH OF CHRISTis continually represented under
the figure of an army; yet its Captain is the Prince of Peace; its
object is the establishment of peace, and its soldiensranf a
peaceful disposition. The spirit of war is at the extremely opposite
point to the spirit of the gospel. Yet nevertheless, the church on
earth has, and until ttf&econd Adveniust be, the church
militant, the church armed, the church warring, ctiurch
conquering. And how is this? It is in the very order of things that
so it must be. Truth could not be truth in this world if it were not
a warring thing, and we should at once suspect that it were not
true if error were friends with it. The sysstlpurity of truth must
always be at war with the blackness of heresy and lies. | say again,
it would cast a suspicion upon its own nature; we should feel at
once that it was not true, if it were not an enmity with the false.
And so at this present timbetchurch of Christ, being herself
the only incarnation of truth left upon this world, must be at war
with error of every kind of shape; or if she were not, we should
at once conclude that she was not herself the church of the living
God. Itis but a rulef nature that holiness must be at enmity with
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sin. That would be but a mock purity which could lie side by side
with iniquity and claim its Kkin:
have fellowship with thee?d Shal
Shall théholy be linked with the unholy? If it were so, beloved,

we might then not only suspect that the church was not the holy,
universal and apostolic church; we might not only suspect it, but

we might beyond suspicion pronou
attnomore Christds bride; thou ar-
Reprobate silver shall men call thee, because thou hast not learned

to distinguish between the preci
if the church be a true church, and a holy church, she must be
armed: there are so many untrue things and unholy things, that

she must be perpetually with her sword in her hand, carrying on
combat against them. And every child of God proveth by
experience that this is the land of war. We are not yet come to the

time when every man shall sit under his vine and under his fig

tree, none daring to make him afraid. The mountains do not bring

peace to the people, nor the little hills righteousness. On the
contrary, the children of God hear the sound of war; the shrill

clarian is constantly sounding in their ears; they are compelled to

carry with them the sword and the shield, and constantly to gird

their armor on, for they are not yet come to the land of peace;
they are in an enemy®&s country,
that such is their position. Now, how comforting is this text to

the believer who recognizes himself as a soldier, and the whole

church as an army! The church has itgvara r d : 0Jehovalt
go before you.dé6 The church is al
attack her in her hinder part, C
rereward. 6 So that the fiaandmy i s

God alone knoweth their strength and it is also perfectly secure
from any foes behind, however malicious and powerful they may
be; for Jehovah is in the van, and the covenant God of Israel is
behind: therefore the whole army is safe.
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| shall first consider this as it respéwotschurch of Godi,
then, in the second place, | shall endeavour to consider it as it
respectais, asndividual believdisy God comfort our hearts
while considering this precious truth!

I. First, considerHE WHOLE CHURCH OF GOD AS AN
ARMY. Remember that part of the host have crossed the flood; a
large part of the army are standing this day uphilistaf glory;
having overcome and triumphed. As for the rear, it stretches far
into the future; some portions are as yet uncreated; the last of
Godds elect are not p-guardwilpbs yet
be brought up in that day when the lasiel@$snercy is full to
the brim of grace, the | ast pr o
house, and the |l ast of Christads
as they were of old redeemed by blood. Now, cast your eyes
forward to the front of the greatarmyofdc6 s el ect , and
this great truth coming up tvigreat brilliance before you:
oJ ehovah s hlardotthisgree? Hagefyournever heard . 6
of the eternal counsel and of the everlasting covenant? Did that
not go before the church? Yea, mythbes, it went before
manhoodds existence, before the
to be the stage whereon the church should play its part, before
the formation of the universe itself, when as yet all things that we
now behold were unborn, when God divaone in solitary
majesty without a fellow, when there were no creatures. If there
were such an eternity, an eternity filled with the Creator, and not
one creature with him, even then it was, that God determined in
his mind that he would form a peoplehtmself who should
show forth his praise; it was then that he settled how men should
be redeemed; it was then the council of peace was held between
the three divine persons, and it was determined that the Father
should give the Son, that the Son shoukl [gmself, that the
Holy Spirit should be the active agent to fetch out all the lost
sheep, and restore them to the fold. Oh! think, beloved, of that
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great text which says, OHi s goi |
ever |l asting. 6 Dolisamewthihghitismlder t h at
than your hoary mountains, nay, it is older than the firstborn sons
of |l ight. Before that Oobeginning
and t he eart h, there was anot h
beginning was the Word, and the Wead with God, and the
Word was God. 6 And assuWerd | vy, t h
for Jesus was set up front everlasting as the great head of the
covenant of grace. Behold, then, the glorious Jehovah in the
Trinity of his persons, treading the pathless depths of eternity,
that a way for his elect might be prepared herein. He has gone
before us.

Take another view of the case. Jehovah shall go before you.
Has he not gone before his church in act and deed? Perilous has
been the journey of the church from the day when first it left
Paradise even until now. When the church left Paradigefdr
| believe that Adam and Eve were in the church of God, for |
believe that both of them were redeemed souls, chosen of God,
and precious. | see God give the promise to them before they
leave the garden, and they go out from the gdhgeahurch o
GodSince that time, what a path has the church had to tread, but
how faithfully hat Jehovah led the way. We see the floods gather
round about her, but even then she floats safely in the ark which
Jehovah had provided for her beforehand, for the Ldrgdmee
before her. | see the church going out from Ur of the Chaldees.
It is but a little church, with the patriarch Abraham at its head. |
see that l|little church dwelling
and fro; but | observe how the Lord is its condtzadefi
OWhen they went from one nation
to another people; he suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he
reproved kings for their sakes; saying, Touch not mine anointed,
and do my prophets no hamngn. 6 | s
down to the land of the cruel Pharaohs. It was a black part of her
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pilgrimage, for she was going to the lash of the taskmaster and to

the heat of the burning fiery furnace; but | see Joseph going down
before, Jehovahos grtedownintoepr es e |
Egypt, and he saith, o06God sent n
for you in the time of famine. o
man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant: whose

feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in watit the time that

his word came: the word of the Lord tried him. The king sent and

loosed him; even the ruler of the people, and let him go free. He

made him lord or his house, and ruler of all his substance: to bind

his princes at his pleasure; anchté#s senators wisdom. Israel

al so came into Egypt; and Jacob
But now the church has to come up out of Egypt, and God goes
before her still; o6But made hi s

and guided them in the wilderniiles a flock. And he led them

on safely so that they feared not: but the sea overwhelmed their
enemies. 6 The Red Sea is before
dries up the sea. The desert must then be trodden; Jehovah
marches in front, and scatters manita koth his hands; he

splits the rock, and sends out a living stream. For forty years the
church wanders there; Jehovah is with them; the fierpdlaud

leads them all their journey through. And now they come to the
banks of Jordan; they are abowrtter into thé>romised Land

Jehovah goes before them and the Jordan is driven back, and the
floods are dry. They came into the country of the mighty ones,

the sons of Anak, men that were of the race of giants; but Jehovah
had gone before them; the honwas sent and the pestilence, so

that when they came they said it was a land that did eat up the
inhabitants thereof, for God himself with the sword and the
pestilence was mowing down their foes that they might be an
easier victory. 0 &e Borddref hisr ough't
sanctuary, even to this mountain, which his right hand had
purchased. He cast out treatheralso before them, and divided
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them an inheritance by line, and made the tribes of Israel to dwell
in their tents. o

But why need | go through #he pages of the history of the
church of God in the days of the old dispensation? Hath it not
been true from the days of John the Baptist until now? Brethren,
how can ye account for the glorious triumphs of the church if ye
deny the fact that God hasng before her? | see the church
emerge, as it were, from the bowels of Christ. Twelve
fishermefi what are these to do? Do? Why they are to shake the
world, to uproot old systems of paganism that have become
venerable, and whose antiquity seems a gudhatteen will
never renounce them. These men are to blot out the name of
Jupiter; they are to cast Venus from her licentious throne; they
are to pull down the temple of Delphos, scatter all the oracles,
and disrobe the priests: these men are to overtlsysiean and
an empire of error that has stood for thousands offiyaars
system which has brought in to its help all the philosophy of
learning and all the pomp of poWtethese twelve fishermen are
to do it. And they have done it, they have done it. Theofjods
the heathensare cast clown; they only remain among us as
memorials of mends folly; but
Where is the worshipper of Ashtaroth? Who calls Diana a divinity?
The twelve fishermen have done it; they have erased from the
world he old system of superstition; it seemed old as the eternal
hills, yet have they dug up its foundations and scattered them to
the winds. Could they have accomplished it unless Jehovah had
been in the van and led the way? No, beloved, if ye read the
history of the church, ye will be compelled to confess that
whenever she went forward she could discern the footsteps of
Jehovah leading the way. Our missionaries in these later times tell
us that, whetheywent to the South Seas to preach the gospel,
there wasan evident preparedness in the minds of the people for
the reception of the truth, and | believe that at this time, if the
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church were true to herself, there are nations and people and
tribes that are just in the condition of the ancient Canaanites: the

hor net is among them making way f
easy conquest. But sure | am that never minister ascends the
pulpit, if he be a true minister of Christ; never missionary crosses

the sea, never Sunday school teacher goes to his work, but that
Jéhovah goes before him to help him if he goes in earnest prayer

and constant faith. If | were a poet | think | have a subject that

might suggest a grand epic pdehre march of the church

through the world, with Jehovah in her fore front. See, when first
shecomes forth, othe kings of the
take counsel together, against t
Alas, poor church, what is now thy fate? But | hear a voice ahead.
What is it? It is a laugh. Who laughs? Why the leade@oifriy

| aughs. OHe that sitteth in the
Lord shall have them in derisiol
be mourning? Shall the church tremble? Let her call to mind the

days of old, and comfort herself, that the Breakerohasup

before her, and the King at the head of her. But the enemy
approaches. They bring out the rack, the bloody sword, the
burning faggot. The march of the church lies through the flames,

the floods must be forded, torments must be endured. Did the

churd ever stop a moment in its march for all the martyrdoms

that fell upon her like the drops of a fiery shower? Never, never

did the church seem to march on with feet so ready, never were

her steps so firm as when she dipped her foot each time in blood,
andevery moment passed through the fire. It was the marvel of

those days that men were better Christians then, and more willing

to make a profession of Christ than they are even now. And
whereas this seems to be the day of cravens, the time of
persecution wake age of heroes, the time of the great and the

bold. And why? Because God had gone beforehand with his
church, and provided stores of grace for stores of trouble, shelter
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and mercy for tempests and persecution, abundance of strength
for a superfluity ofrial. Happy is the church because God has
gone before her. Whether it were over the tops of the mountains,
where her pastors fell frozen by cold, or whether it were in the
depths of the dungeon where her confessors expired upon the
rack, whether it weirethe flame or at the block, everywhere God
went before his church, and she came forth triumphant because
her great vanguard had cleared the way.

And now, beloved, we have come to the sweet part of the
text, which saith, OoMen dr @ rheew &Grodd.
The original Hebrew i s, 0God of
Armies in the time of war diminish by reason of stragglers, some
of whom desert, and others of whom are overcome by fatigue;
but the army of God i stibtheppt her ed
be real soldiers of the cross, and none drop down upon the road.

The God of Israel gathers them up. He who goes before, like a
shepherd before the flock, providing pasture for them, comes
behind that he may gather the lambs in hishattmas he mg
gently |l ead those that are with
rereward. 6 Now the church of Chr
in the rear. It often happens that the enemy, tired of opposing the
onward march by open persecution, attempts to makgn th
church concerning something that has either been taught, or
revealed, or done in past ages. Now, the God of Israel is our
rereward. | am never at trouble about the attacks of infidels or
heretics, however vigorously they may assault the doctrines of the
Gospel, I will leave them alone; | have no answer for their logic;

if they look to be resisted by mere reason, they look in vain; | have

the simple answer of an affirmation, grounded upon the fact that

God had said it. It is the only warfare | will enterwith them.

If they must attack the rear let them fight with Jehovah himself.

If the doctrines of the Gospel be as base as they say they are, let
them cast discredit upon God, who revealed the doctrines; let
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them settle the gqueswisdomandbet wee
their own pitiful pretensions to knowledge. It is not for Christian

men to fear about the rear of the church. The doctrines of the
Gospel, which are like the heavy baggage carried in the rear, or

like the great guns kept behind against tleevtinen they are

wanted in the hour of battle, these are quite safe. The Amalekites

may fall upon the stuff, or the Philistines may attack the
ammunition, all is safe, for God is in the rereward; and let them

but appear against our rear, and they shalttigdbe put to the

rout.

But | am thinking that perhaps the later trials of the church
may represent the rereward. There are to come, perhaps, to the
church, in days that are approaching, fiercer persecutions that she
has ever known. We cannot tell, igena pretenders to prophecy,
but we know that it always has been so with the éhartime
of prosperity and then a period of persecution. She has a Solomon,
and she reigns in all her glory under his shadow; hut in after years
Antiochus oppresses her, @@ needs a Judas Maccabeeus to
deliver her. Perhaps we are living in an age too soft for the church.
The Capuan holidays that ruined the soldiers of Hannibal may
rob the church now; ease and lack of persecution may put us off
our guard. Perhaps, there roagne yet fiercer times for us. |
know not what is meant by the battle of Armageddon, but
sometimes | fear we are to expect trial and trouble in years to
come; but certain | am, however fierce those troubles shall be,
that God, who has gone before his chun olden times, will
gather up the rear, and she who has Beelesia vidirithe
church, the conqueror, will still be the same, and her rear shall
constitute at last a part of the church triumphant, even as already
glorified.

Can you now conceive tlast great day when Jehovah, the
rereward shall gather up his people? The time is come; the last of
the salt is about to be removed; the church of God is now about
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to be carried up to dwell with her husband. Do you see the church
moving upwards towardsaven? Behind her she leaves a world

in flames; she sees the earth destroyed, God removes it as a
shepherdds tent; the inhabitant:
must be folded up; as a vesture shall they be folded up, and they

shall be changed. But betw#®n church and a blazing world,

between the church and the terrible destruction of hell, there is

the bright pi Iilblackto biFene@iesbéhind,pr e s e
but bright to his church in front. The close of the great
dispensation of the Mediator shallthat the God of Israel shall

be all in all, his church shall be completely safe; he shall have
gathered up all things in one, whether they be things in heaven or
things on earth. Then shall the sonnet of the poet be more than
fulfilled to the rejoicingnd perfected church.

o0Daughter of Zion, awake from
Awake, for thy foes shall oppress thee no more;
Bright od8er t hstarohgladness: dawns th
Arise, for the night of thy soa
Strong were thy foes, but the arm shddued them,
And scatterdd their | egions, V
They fled, like the chaff,

from the scourge that pursued them,
Vain were their steeds, and their chariots of war.
Daughter of Zion, the power that hath saved thee
Ext ol | 6d andthehimbdrehshould laer p
Shout , for the foe is destroydéd
The oppressor is vanquishod, a

II. Let us turn to the second part of the sermon. We are now
come to the last Sabbath of the year. Two troubles present
themséres, thefutureand thepastWe shall soon launch into
another year, and hitherto we have found our years, years of
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trouble. We have had mercies, but still we find this house of out
pilgrimage is not an abiding city, not a mansion of peace and
comfort. Rerhaps we are trembling to go forward. Foreseeing
trouble, we know not how we shall be able to endure to the end.

We are standing here and pausing for a while, sitting down upon

the stone of our Ebenezer to rest ourselves, gazing dubiously into

the futures a y i n gwhatghallll ¢go® Surely, | shall one day

fall by the hand of the enemy. ¢
head, and wash your face, and fast no longer; let this sweet morsel

now cheer you; put this bottle to your lips, and let your &@yes b
enlightened: 0The Lord Jehovah w
before you already. Your future path has all been marked out in

the great decrees of piedestinatigou shall not tread a step
which is not mapped out.Youn t he g
troubles have been already weighed for you in the scales of his

love; your labour is already set aside for you to accomplish by the

hand of his wisdom. Depend upon it.

0OYour times of trial and of gr
Your times of joy and sweet relief,

All shall come and last and end

As shall please your heavenly

Remember, you are not a child of chance. If you were, you
might indeed fear. You will go nowhere next year except where
God shall send you. You shall be thrust into the hot coals of the
fire, but God shall put you there. You shall perhaps be much
depressed in spirit, but that heaviness shall be for your good, and
shall come from your Father; you shall have the rod, but it shall
not be therod ofthewickéd t shall be How Godods
comfortable the thought that everything is in the hand of God,
and that all that may occur to me during the future years of my
life is foreordained and overruled by the great Jehovah, who is
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my Father and my friend! Now stop, Christian, a moment, and
reaize the idea that God has gone before, mapping the way; and
then let me ask you if you could now this morning be allowed to
draw a fresh map, would you do it? If he should condescend to

say, ONow your circumstances ne:
like; yar shall have your own way, and go your own route to

heaven, would you dar e, even wit
new chart?6 | f you should have

result: you would find that you had gone the wrong way; you
would soon be glad amgh to retrace your step, and with many
tears you would go to your heave
| have had enough to do with the helm of this ship; it is hard work
to hold it; do what thou wilt with it; steer which way thou pleasest,
though it bahrough the deepest floods and the hottest flame. |
am weary, | sleep at the tiller, | cannot guide the ship, my tears
fall fast from my eyes, for when | think to be wise | find myself
to have committed folly; when | thought | was promoting my
own advantagin my scheme, | find | am rushing into a sea of
|l osses. 6 God, t hen, has gone be
predestination.

And recollect, God has gone before you in all your future
journey in the actupfeparations of his providence.

I do not think lam capable this morning, for my mind seems
to wander far more than | could desire, of sketching how it is, but
so itis, that God always makes a providence beforehand ready for
his people when they get to the place. My God does not hastily
erect a tent @r me when | come to a certain spot. No; he builds
an inn of mercy, and before | get there he provides a bed of
comfort, and stores up the old wines of grace, that | may feast
upon them. And all this is done long before | come to the actual
necessity. Nonef us can tell how the future leans on the past,
how a simple act of-ay shall bring about a grand event in a
hundred years. We do not know how the future lies in the bowels
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of the post, and howhat is to isethe child othat which s all
men @ring from their progenitors, so the providence -ofao
springs from the providence of a hundred years past. The events
of next year have been forestalled by God in what he has done
this year and years before. | am certain of this, that on the road |
amto travel during the next year, everything is ready for me. | am
not going a road of hills and deep valleys, but | have heard the
voice of one crying in the wil de
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Eve
valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made
low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places
plain: and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together for the mouth of the Lordlth& en i t . 0 ¢
will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of the
valleys: | will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry
|l and springs of water.o6 O0And | v
they know not; | will lead them in paths thay have not known:
I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things
straight. These things will 1 do
| say again, you are not going through a land that God has not
prepared for you. O Israel, there is aafeétlim made for you
long before you came out of Egypt, and there are palm trees that
have been growing there that they might just come to the fruit
bearing state, and have fruit upon them, when you come there. O
Israel, God is not going to extemporizeaadan for you; it is
ready made, it is even now flowing with milk and honey; the vines
that are to bear you grapes of Eshcol are already there and coming
to perfection. God has forestalled your trials and troubles for the
next year. The Lord Jehovah hasdmefore you.

There is also another phase of this subject. Jehovah has gone
before us ithe incarnation of CAgsio our future troubles for
next year and the remnant of our days, Jesus Christ has borne
them all before. A en témpted inad mpt at |
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points |ike as we are, yet withce
he has felt all we can possibly feel, and infinitely more. As for our
difficulties, Christ has trodden the road before. We may rest quite

sure that we shall not go anysehehere Christ has not gone.

The way of Godds people in provi
himself. The footsteps of the flock are identical with the footsteps

of the shepherd, so far as they follow the leading and guidings of

God.

And there is thiseflection also, that, inasmuch as Christ has
gone before us, he has done something in that going before, for
he hasonquered evettyatokes in his way. Cheer up now thou
fainthearted warrior. Not only has Christ travelled the road, but
he has slaithine enemies. Dost thou dread kiea®as nailed it
to his cross. Dost thou dread dedfle’has been the death of
Death. Art thou afraid of heliz has barred it against the advent
of any of his children; they shall never see the gulf of perdition.
Whaever foes may be before the Christian, they are all overcome.
There are lions, but their teeth are broken; there are serpents, but
their fangs are extracted; there rivers but they are bridged or
fordable; there are flames, but we have upon us that sgatchle
garment which renders us invulnerable to fire. The sword that has
been forged against us is already blunted; the instruments of war
which the enemy is preparing have already lost their point. God
has taken away in the person of Christ all the powanjftiaing
can have to hurt us. Well then, the army may safely march on and
you may go joyously along your journey, for all your enemies are
conquered beforehand. What shall you do but march on to take
the prey? They are beaten, they are vanquishedhaitle/tmdo
is to divide the spoil. Your future life shall be only the dividing of
the spoil. You shall, it is true, often dread combat; and you shall
sometimes have to wield the spear, but your fight shall be with a
vanquished foe. His head is brokemég attempt to injure you,
but his strength shall not be sufficient for his malicious design.
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Your victory shall he easy, and your treasure shall be beyond all
count. Come boldly on then, for Jehovah shall go before you.
This shall be our sweet song whercame to the river of death:
Black are its streams, and there are terrors there of which | cannot
dream. But shall | fear to go through the dark stream if Jehovah
goes before me? There may be goblins of frightful shape, there
may be horrors of a hellisheh but thou, Jehovah, shalt clear the
way, thou shalt bid each enemy begone, and each fiend shall flee
at thy bidding. | may march safely on. So confident would | feel
in this great vanguard, that shouldst thou bid me go through hell
itself, | need not & all the terrors of the place of doom; for if
Jehovah went before, he would tread out even to the last spark
the fire; he would quench even to the last flame that burning; and
the child of God might march safely through the flame that had
been quenchedhd the ashes that were extinguished. Let us
therefore never be troubled about the future. It is all safe, for
Jehovah has gone before.

Now | hear one say, OThe futur
isthe pastwhat | have done and what | have not dothe yars
that are gorie how | have sinned, and how | have not served my
master as | ought. These things grieve me, and sometimes my old
sins start up in my re8mltl ectic
THOU be saved?d say they, 6 Remer
in number like the sands of the sea. | cannot deny that | have
committed all these sins, nor can | say that they are not the most
guilty of iniquities. OHt is the rereward that is most unsafe. |
dead most the sins of thhealpast. 6
be your rereward. Notice the di
Lord, 6 or priodgplahov ach] evhiolviahgo b
That is thel am,full of omniscience and omnipotence. The
second title is 0God of Il srael ,
Covenant. We want the God of the Covenant behind, because it
is not in the capacity of thamthe omnipotent, that we require
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him to pardon sin, taccept our persons, to blot out the past, and

to remove iniquity by the blood of Christ; it ishesGod of the
Covenattitat he does that. He goes behind; here he finds that his
child has left a black mark, and he takes that away; he finds here
a heap trubbish, a mass of broken good works, and here another
load of evil, of filth, and he carefully removes all, so that in that
track of his children there is not a spot or a blemish; and though
they have trodden the road the most observant of their foes at
the last great day shall not be able to find that they have done any
mischief on the journey, or one wrong thing in all their march,
for the God of Israel hath so swept the way that he has taken
away their iniquities and cast their sins behind his back.

Now let me always think, that | have God behind me as well
as before me. Let not the memaries of the past, though they cause
me grief, cause me despair. Let me never bemoan because of past
trial or past bereavement; let me never be cast down on account
of past sin; but let me look to Christ for the pardon of the past,
and to God for the sanctification of my past troubles. Let me
believe that he who has cleared the way before me, has removed
all enemies from behind me, that | am and must he perpetually
safe And now, are there any heradtty whose hearts God hath
touched, who desire to join this great army? Have | one here who
has been enlisted in the black army of the devil, and has long been
fighting his way against God and against right? | pray that he ma
be compelled this day to ground his arms, and surrender at
discretion to God. Sinner, if the Lord inclines thine heart this day
to yield up thyself to him, the past shall all be blotted out; God
shall be thy rereward. As for thy innumerable sins,heavéot
Christ; he will make short work of them; by his blood he will slay
them all; they shall not be mentioned againdoiteser And as
for the future, thou chief of sinners, if now thou enlistest into the
army of Christ by faith, thou shalt find fibieire shall be strewn
with the gold of Godob6s grace,
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mercies; thou shalt have enough and to spare, from this day forth

even to the end, and at the last thou shalt be gathered in by the
great arms of God, that constitute & guard of his heavenly

army. Come ye chief of sinners, come away to Christ. He now
invites you to come to him; he asks nothing of you as a
preparation. Christdés regiment i
and are discontented: the-tag of the world Rrist will take; the

scum, the dross, the offal of the universe Christ loves; the
sweepings of our dens of iniquit
mill Christ is willing to receive, the chief of sinners, those who

have been ministers in guilt, abortiwingiquity. Come to him;

lay hold of him by faith; look to him as he hangs upon the tree;
believe in his merits, and then shalt this promise be yours with
innumerable others that are rich beyond all estimation; and you

shall rejoice that Jehovah is dmefere you, and that the God of

Israel shall be your rereward.
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231 FAITH IN PERFECTION Ps.138:8

A Sermon
Delivered on SabbattMorning, January 2nd, 1859,
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At the Music Hall, Royal Surrey Gardens

0The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me. Thy mercy, O
Lord, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine own
hands6fi Psalm 138:8

| HAVE SELECTED this text, or, rather, it has been given to
me to furnish a motto for the whole year to all the believing family
of God now present. It was brought under my notice from the
fact that | have a very dear friend, a venerable minister of the
Church of Englandand an earnest lover of the truth as it is in
Jesus, who always sends me, at the beginning of the year, or a day
or two previously, a little envelope sealed up, that | am not to
open till]l New Yeards day, cont ai
which he dsires to be preserved during the remainder of the year,
to act as a staff whereon we may rest through the pilgrimage of
the next twelve months. When | opened my envelope | found this
text, and it charmed me. It contains in itself the very essence of
the gace of God. It reads like music to the soul, and is like a
bottle of water in the desert to the thirsty lip. Let me read it again,
and remember it, and dwell upon it, and digest it during all the
year . 0The Lord wildl perfect th
mercy, O Lord, enduretbrever forsake not the works of thine
own hands. 0
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In the opening, | must remark that this is not the heritage of
al | manki nd. The word, ome, 6 in
by any man, unless he, in some respects, resinmiclegracter
of David, who penned this psalm. The text, however, itself, is its
own guard. If you look at it, you will see that there is in its bowels
a full description of a true Christian. | will ask you three questions
suggested by the words themsgarasaccording to your answer
to these three questions, shall be my reply, yes or no, as to
whether this promise belongs to you.

To begin, let us read the first senténtel h e Lord wil
perfect that which concerinnet h me
and a oncernabouheavenly things? Have you ever felt that
eternity concerns you more than time; that the mansions of
heaven are more worthy your consideration than the dwelling
places of earth? Have you felt that you ought to have a greater
concern about yoummortal soul than about your perishing
body? Remember, if you are living the life of the butterfly, the life
of the present, a sportive and flowery life, without making any
preparation or taking any thought for a future world, this promise
is not yours.flthe things of God do not concern you, then God
will not perfect them for you. You must have in your own soul a
concern about these things, and afterwards you must have a belief
in your heart that you have an interest in heavenly things, or
otherwise it wuld be a perversion of Holy Scripture for you to
appropriate these precious things to yourselves. Can we then,
each of us put our hand upon our heart and say, without
stammering, which suggests a hypicciéam we say honestly, as
i n the si gntonceméd alidot the things of God, of
Christ, of salvation, of eternity! | may not have assurance, but |
have concern. If | cannot say, | know in whom | have believed,
yet | can say | know in whom | desire to believe. If | cannot say,

I know that my Re@ener liveth, yet | can say | desire that | may
be found in him at | ast, without
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Well soul, if thou hast a concern about the things of God, this is
thy promise, and let not Master @lipmise take it away from
thee; suer him not to take any part of its preciousness; it is all

thine, o0The Lord wil/ perfect th
Another question is suggested
mer cy, O Lord, endureth forever.

mercy? Have yand | gone to the throne of grace conscious of

our lost estate? Have we made confession of our sins? Have we

looked to the blood of Jesus; and do we know that the mercy of
God has been manifested to us? Have we breathed the dying
t hief s pe tvehad thengracicasatswér af\desus?
Have we prayed as the publican Ai®Phave we gone to our

house justified by Golfdifdshasner cy ?

never received Godds pardoning

this text is a divine enclosurgpiwhich thou hast no right to
intrude; this is a banquet, of which thou hast no right to eat; this
is a secret place, into which thou hast no right to enter. We must
first taste Godds mercy and,
that he will perfect thahich concerneth us.

A third question, and | beseech you put these questions to
your heart, lest you should be misled, by any comfortable words
that | shall hereafter speak, into the foul delusion, that this
promise signifies yourself, when it doesTt.last question is

h a

suggested by the prayer, OFor sa
hands. 6 Have you then a religio

hands? Many men have a religion which is their own work, there
is nothing supernatural about it; human natur@nbgghuman

nature has carried it on, and as far they have any hope they trust

that human nature will complete it. Remember there is no spring
on earth that has force enough in it to spout a fountain into
paradise, and there is no strength in human tiztishall ever
suffice to raise a soul to heaven. You may practice morality, and

| beseech you do so; you may attend to ceremonies and you have
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a right to do so, and must do so; you may endeavour to do all
righteousness, but since you are a sinner coadémthe sight

of God, you can never be pardoned apart from the blood of
Christ; and you can never be purified apart from the purifying
operations of the Holy Ghost. Th
on earth, and born of the will of the flesh or of tjas a vain
religion. Oh! beloved, except a man be born ag&inooabove,

as the original has it, he cannot see the kingdom of God. That
which is born of the flesh is flesh and cannot enter heaven; only
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit, andherefore, capable

of inheriting a spiritual inheritance, which God reserves for
spiritual men. Have | then the work of God in my héamt?

sure it is not my own work? If | am, experimentally, an Arminian,
and if I think | have proved the truth ofmdinian religion, then

| have no religion that will carry me to heaven. But if,
experimentally, | am compelled to confess that grace begins, that
grace carries on, and that grace must perfect my religion, then
God having began the good work in me, | anpénson for

whom this verse is intended, and | may sit down at this celestial
banquet and eat and drink to my very full.

Let each hearer, then, pause and put these three questions to
himselfii Am | concerned about religion? Have | tasted the
mercy of God?sl my religion Godo&6s work
guestions; answer theAnd i f ye can even humbl
then come ye to this text, for the joy and comfort of it is yours.

We have three things here. Firdh, e bel ife&velréd s c o
Lord will perfectt at whi ch ¢ onc etheg@undh me . 6
of that confid@noeT hy mer cy, Cforelvep ©d ,a neln d u

thirdly,the result and outgrowth of his confidence exprefsed in the praye
OForsake not the works of thine

I. First, thenTHE BELI EVER® CONFIDENCE,i 0 The Lor d
willper fect that which concerneth
way to preach upon a text, if we would have it remembered, is to
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take it word by word. Let us spell it over then, as Uncle Tom did,
when he was on board of #teamer, and could not read the long
words, but sucked more sweetness out of the text by spelling it
over, than he could have done in any other way.

0The Lord.dé6 Well then the Psal
confidence. He di dugimto perfestthgt, 0 | F
which concerneth me; 6 omy faith
omy love is so warm that it wild.l
is so firmly set Atnd hiddependencki ng ¢
was on the Lofil 6 T h e willL menfedtthat which concerneth
me. 6 And O Christian, i f thou heé
grounded on the Lord and rooted in the rock of ages, thy
confidence is worse than a dream; it shall deceive thee, pierce thee,
wound thee, and cast thee down to thinefatune sorrow and
grief. But here, our Psalmist himself builds upon nothing else than
upon the Lordés works. Sure | an
in our souls, he has carried it on, and if he does not finish it, it
never will be complete. If there beeatitch in the celestial
garment of my righteousness, which | am to insert myself, then |
am lost. If there be one drachma in the price of my redemption
which | am to make up, then must | perish. If there be one
contingendyone o0i f, 6 or 6oabowgh my oL
salvation, then am | a lost man. But this is my confidence, the
Lord that began will perfect. He has done it all, must do it all, he
will do it all. My confidence must not be in what | can do, or in
what | have resolved to do, but entirelwhat the Loravilldo.
O Therdwi | | perfect that which <con
unbelief, oyou will never be abl
at the evil of your heart, you can never sweep that away: look at
the evil fashions and temptatiohthe world that beset you, you
will surely be lured aside and |
perish if it depended upon myself. | am but as clay upon the wheel.
If I had to fashion myself into a vessel of honour, fit for the
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Master 0s givesupthe workmidesfalir. | am but as a

little lamb; and if I had to travel through the wilderness by myself,

I might indeed lie down and die. Yet if | be clay, he is my potter,

and he will not suffer me to be marred upon the wheel; and if |

be a lamthe is my shepherd, and he carrieth the lambs in his

bosonii he wardeth off the wolf, he smiteth the destroyer, and

he bringeth every sheep into the fold upon the hilltop of glory.

The Lord, then, is the Christian

be too conf d e n't when we confide in t

perfect that which concerneth me
Take the next word, wiS ol .tohe Psal mi st ds c

a confidence for the future; it is not only what the Lord does, but

what the Lord will do. | have heard peaalg that they could

trust a man as far as they could see him; and | have often thought

that is about as far as many professors trust God, so far as they

can see him, and no farther. They believe God is good when the

meat is on the table, and the drinik ihe cup, but would they

believe God if the table were bare, and the cup were empty? No;

they have good faith when they see the ravens coming, that they

shall have their bread and meat; but if the ravens did not come,

would they believe that even theeirtbbread should be given

them and their water should be sure? They can believe the thing

when they get it, but until they get it they are doubting. The

Psal mi stds faith, however, deal s

the present. The tcleorod owidl Iwid Is:

on all through his life, and he feels sure that what God has done

and is doinghe will carry on even to the end. And now you that

are afraid about the future, rest with us in this sweet promise.

How often do you and | stand stg@zing into the future, and

trembling, because we think we see divers portents, and strange

sights, whicportend some fututeouble? child of GodLeave

the future to thy God. O leave everything that is to come in the

hand of him to whom the future is already present, and who
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knows beforehand everything that shalt befall thee. Draw from
the present livingzater with which to moisten the arid desert of
the future; snatch from the altmes of teday a torch with which
to light up the darkness of that which is to come. Depend on it,
thatHewho is teday thy sun, shall be thy $arevefi even in
the darkeshour he shall shine upon thee; and he whedayto
thy shield shall be thy shield for evermore; and even in the
thickest part of the battle he shall catch the dart, and thou shalt
stand unharmed.

Let us turn to this word wiohck again. There isitdd
more in it; it does not say the
he will ; | trust he wwillpdrfect but i
t hat which concerneth me. o6 A few
found salvation, | enjoyed the sweet pravitdgfull assurance,
and in talking with a godly Christian | expressed myself very
confidently concerning the grea
forsake his people, nor leave his work undone. | was at once child,
| was told | had no right to speak so comtige for it was
presumptuous. The longer | live, the more | feel persuaded that
confidence was proper, and the chiding was not deserved. |
believe that the happiest of Christians and the truest of Christians
are those who never dare to doubt God, buttaeke his word
simply as it stands, and believe it and ask no questions, just feeling
assured that if God has sajdt ivill be so. The Psalmist in our
text had no more doubt about his own ultimate perfection, than
he had about hi Bhelerdwilperfechtoae . He
whi ch concerneth me. 6 There are
not happen, but this | knoshalhappen,

0 Hshalpresent my soul,

Unbl emi shdd and compl et e,
Before the glory of his face,

With joys divinely great. o
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All the purpses of man have been defeated, but not the
purposes of God. The promises of man may be broken, many of
them are made to be broken, but the purposes of God shall stand,
and his promises shall be fulfilled. He is a promise maker, but he
never was a promibeeaker: he is a promigeeping God, and
his people shall prove it so. Come then, ye that are always hoping
amidst trembling, and fear, but are never confident, for once take
that doubting note out of your
Lord willperfecthat whi ch concerneth me.
child, though full of sin, | shall one day be perfect; if | have really
set my heart towards him, | shall one day see his face with joy;
and let whatever foes obstrushdlt onquer t hrough th
redeennig blood. H&o wp ¢t f ect t hat which <co
|l i ke to hear Godods people speak
confidently of their God. Doubts are the greatest of sins, and
even though Christians have doubts, yet doubts are unchristian
things. Thespirit of Christ is not a spirit of doubting, but a spirit
of believing. Doubts may exist in the hearts of spiritual men, but
doubts are unspiritual, carnal, and sinful. Let us seek to get rid of
them, and speak confidently wher
No w, take the nexperwibatddta. 60 T h e
large word. Our Wesleyan brethren have a notion that they are
going to be perfect here on earth. | should be very glad to see any
of them when they are perfect; and if any of them happen to be
in the position of servants and want a situation, | would be happy
to give them any amount of wages | could spare, for | should feel
myself greatly honoured and greatly blessed in having a perfect
servant; and what is more, if any of them are masters @and wan
servants, | would undertake to come and serve them without
wages at all if | could but find a perfect master. | have had a
perfect master ever since | first knew the Lord, and if | could find
that there is another perfect master, | should be greatgdplea
having him as an une®aster, while the great Supreme must
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ever be chief of all. Did you ever see a perfect man? | did once.

He called upon me, and wanted me to come and see him, for |
should get great instruchoi on frc
doubt of it, but | should not like to come into your house; | think

I should be hardly able to get i
| suppose your house would be so full of angels that there would
not be room for me. 0 kélaothegri d not
joke or two upon his head; whereupon he went into a perfect
furor. o Wel | friend, 6 | said to
after all; for perfect men get a
although there was a peculiar redness abchebiss that is very

common to persons when they are angry; at any rate | think |
rather spoiled his perfection, for he evidently went home less
satisfied with himself than when he went out. | met another man

who considered himself perfect, but he wasulgbtp mad; and

I do not believe that any of your pretenders to perfection are
better than good maniacs, superior bedlamites; that is all | believe
they are. For while a man has got a spark of reason left in him, he
cannot, unless he is the most impudeithpbsters, talk about

his being perfect. What would | not give to be perfect myself! And

you can say also, what would you not give to be perfect. If | must

be burnt in fire, or dragged through the sea by the hair of my head;

if | must be buried in the belg of the earth, or hung up to the

stars for evér if | might but be perfect, | would rejoice in any

price | might have to pay for perfection. But | feel perfectly
persuaded, that perfection is absolutely impossible to any man
beneath the sky; and yegélfsure, that to every believer future
perfection is an absolute certainty. The day shall come, beloved,
when the Lord shall not only make us better, but shall make us
perfectly good; when he shall not merely subdue our lusts, but
when he shall cast thendons out; when he shall make us not

only tolerable, and bearable, and endurable, but make us holy and
acceptable in his sight. That day however, | believe, shall not
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come until we enter into the joy of our Lord, and are glorified
together with Christ indlaven.

Say, Christian, i's not this a
make me perfect. d6 He wildl most a
to perfection my faith, my love, my hope, and every grace. He will
perfect his purposes; he will perfect his promisest| perfect
my body, and per f pefedhatmmhichs o u |
concerneth me. 6

And now there is the wotdt i &t & a th oWlthiec L r d
wi || perfect that which concerne
but how broad it is. What a broad faith #salmist had!
OWhatever concerns me, 6 says he,
pardon of sin concerned ntiegthe has perfected. Then imputed
righteousness concerned mitat he perfected. Now,
sanctification troubles méhat he will perfect. One day,
delverance was my fear; now it is support. But whatever is laid
upon my heart to be concerned about, this comprehensive term,

ot hat o embraces al l, be it what
upon my soul about any heavenly thing, that will God perfect.

Go on a step further. Here is
perfect that whicboncernetle . 6 Al as, bel oved, w

have any good thing without having concern for it. | suppose God

never gave us a blessing, but we doubted whether we simuld ha

it before we obtained it. Somehow or other, our doubts always go
before Godds mercies; whereas Wwt¢
feel any anxiety and distrustful concern. My faith is sometimes

tried and concerned about heavenly things now. But though that

faith be tried by an inward concern about the things of God, yet

it surmounts even its own doubt
perfect even this. 6 Hdib@ngyou | €
troubled about a thirand yet believing about it? WriStian man

will find his experience to be very much like the sea. Upon the
surface there is a storm, and the moumtaires are rolling, but
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down in the depths there are caverns where quietude has reigned
supreme ever since the foundations of the earth were digged,;
whee peace, undisturbed, has had a solitary triumph. Beloved, it

is so with the Christiands heart
these things. He doubts, he fears, he trembles; but in his inmost
heart, down in the depths of his soul, he is without areane

can say confidently, o0The Lord w
me . 0

But | hasten to dwell upon the last word. The faith of our
t ext i s a personal faith. 0The

concernetim e Heée is the loudest note of all; thisjieshandle
whereby we must lay hold of this sword if we would use it
arighfiot hat whi cnhe Otgatriscaeswertetrtitin to

know and believe that God wil/l [
still to knowmelhigblessédhibeliews that | per f
al | Godods people shall persever e

feel thatl shall persevere through him. Many persons are
contented with a kind of general religimaniversal salvation.

They belong to a Christian community; they hamedjoa

Christian church, and they think they shall be saved in tliie lump

in the mass; but give me a personal religion. What is all the bread

in the world, unless | myself feed upon it? | am starved, though

Egypt be full of corn. What are all the riversrilmatfrom the

mountains to the sea, if | be thirsty? Unless | drink myself, what

are all these? If | be poor and in rags, ye do but mock me if ye tell

me t hat Potosi 6s mines are full
me | f you speak ofhat&eell fordghesd,a ds di
unless | have some participation for myself? But if | can say even

of my crust, ol t is my own, 6 the
That crust which is my own is more precious than all the granaries

of Egypt if they are not my awand this promise even if it were

smaller would be more precious than the largest promise that
stands in the Bible, if | could not see my right to it personally
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myself. But how, by bumble faith, sprinkled with the blood of

Christ, resting in his meritgysting in his death, | come to the

text, and say throughoutwilhis ye
perfect that which concernethdidinworthy me.Lost and

ruinedmeHe will yet saveneand

ol , amonguatshé dbilt o dng,

Shall wave the palnmdawear the crown,

And shout | oud victory. 6

Thi s, t hen, is the believerds
the same!

. The second thing ISTHE GROUND OF THIS
CONFIDENCE . The ground of itistfiso Thy mer cy, O L
endurethforever 6 The believer is sure h

Because of his merits? No. Because of the strength of his own

faith? No. Because he has something which will recommend him

to God? No; he believes he shall
mercy. Is it not a stnge thing that the advanced believer, when

he reaches to the very height of piety, just comes to the spot
where he commenced? Do we not begin at the cross, and when

we have climbed over so high, is it not at the cross that we end?

| know my pilgrimagedshd never end to my hea
his cross again | cast my wreath and lay my honours down. My

sins | laid there, and aught else that he has given me | would lay
there too. Ye began there and your watchword is the cross. While

yet the hosts aregparing for the battle, it is the cross. And ye

have fought the fight and your sword is red with blood, and your

head is crowned with triumph. And what is the watchword now?

The cross. That which is our strength in battle is our boast in
victory. Mercy mase the theme of our song here; and mercy
enduringorevermust be the subject of the sonnets of paradise.
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None other can be fit sinners; nay, and none other can be fit,
grateful saints.

Come then, beloved, let us just look at this ground of our
confiderce, and see whether it will bear our weight. It is said that
elephants when they are going to cross a bridge are always very
careful to sound it, to see whether it will bear them. If they see a
horse going over safely that is not enough, for they say to
the msel ves, o0l am an el ephant, a
me. 6 Now, we should al ways do t
the groundwork of a promise. The promise may have been
proved by others before you, but if you feel yourselves to be like
huge kEphantine sinners, you want to be quite certain whether
the arches of the promise are quite strong enough to bear the
wei ght of your sins. Nolhisis I say,
indeed albufficient. What was it that first led the Lord to bring
youand me into the covenant at all? It was mercy, pure mercy.

We were dead in sin. We had not any merits to recommend us,

for some of us used to curse and sweatr like infidels; some of us

were drunkards, sinners of the deepest dye. And why did God
save us? 8ply because he has said, 0
whom | wi l | have mercy. 6

n
h

OWhat was there in you that <co
Or give the Creator delight?25¢6

6 Twas mercy. Wel | , t hen, i f me
he chose me from no other motive than mefcthat mercy
always is the same, he always will choose me, and always will love
me. Do you not know it is a rule which none can dispute, that the
same cause must always produce theeff@et@Ve are told that
the volcano is caused by certain firdkgnithe earth, which must
find their vent. Now, as long as there are those inward fires, and
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they are in a condition to require the vent, the vent they must
have. When the cause is the same, the effect must be the same.

The sole cause then, of the salwaif any man is the mercy
of God, and not his merits. God does not look at you whether
you are a good man or a bad man; he does not save you because
of anything in yourself, but because he will do as he pleases, and
because he loves to act mercifulfit:ithhis only reason. QWY
God, if thou lovedst me when | had not any faith, thou wilt not
cast me away because my faith is weak now. If thou lovedst me
when | had all my sin about me, thou wilt not leave off loving me
now thou hast pardoned me. If tHouedst me when | was in
my rags, and beggary, and filth, when there was nothing to
recommend me; at least, my God, | am not further fallen than |
was then, or, if | am, the same boundless mercy that loved me
when | was lost, will love me, lost thougé éten now. Do you
not see it is because the basis of eternal love is that on which we
build we derive this inference, that if the base cannot move, the
pyramid wil| not . dodreweethenherd cy of
will perfect that which concerne

Note the very words of the tex!
brings his confidence into the court of Divine inspection, in order
that it may there be proved. He
which concerneth me. 6 | tthus s very
here this morning, but dare we go up to the very temple of God,
and there, feeling his presence, actually present our confidence
before him, and ask him to try it. There are many hypocrites in
the world that would tremble to play the hypocrite iffétighat
they were in the presence of God. But here we have a man that
dares to bring his faith to God:¢
of infinite justice, and waits t
Can you do the same? Who among us can crylolibpiadyi ?
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0The terrors of | aw and of God
With me can have nothing to do,
My Saviourods obedience and bl c

Hi de al | my transgressions fro
Can you come into Godds presen
Hartdés words, can you say

0Greatd mGad elan,
Through Jesuds blood I &dm cl ean

He that can say that is blessed indeed; theshaljoerfect
that which concerneth him.

Ah, what i f Godods mercy towar
Blessed be his name it cannot; it endéwetlier But what if he
should remove his mercy from one man to another? That also he
will never do; it enduretbrever But suppose we should sin so
much that Godds mercy should gi"
endureth all the weight of sin; it endufetaver But what if we
should live in sin so long that at last God denied mercy to us even
though we believed in him? That cannot be; we cannot sin longer
thanforevefi his mercy cannot be tried longer, and even if it
could be tried for ever it would endimever All the weighof
my trouble, all the weight of my backsliding, all the weight of my
evil heart of unbeligfall these the everlasting arches of divine
mercy can and will sustain. Those arches never shall rock; the
stone never shall be crumbled; it never shall be swaapbga
even the floods of eternity itself. Because his mercy endureth
forever God will most assuredly perfect the work of his hands.

And now | come to the third and last point, and here may the
Holy Spirit help me to stir up your minds to prayer.

lll. The third particular fISTHE RESULT OF THE
BELIEVER & CONFIDENCE fi it leads him to prayer. Out upon
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those men who have a confidence that helps them to live without
prayer. There are men that live in this world who say we do not
need evidences, we do not neeyexn, we do not need good

works. oO0The Lord has appeared of
Thou art one of Godds el ect, an
whatever thou pleasest, | wi || S

hope are getting rare. Al@ikkr are certain places of worship
where such a religion as that is fostered, if it be not begotten.
There are some ministérbktrust they hardly know what they are
abouiwho by | eaving out the doctr |
naturally lead men into thatilguand abominable doctrine of
Antinomianism which has done so much to injure the cause of
Christ. Hear then, ye seed of the presumptuous, and ye that bear
the whoreds forehead, hear and
chosen you, neither has he cast your irdméis lap. He has
chosen no man who lives and dies presumptuously, trusting that
he is chosen when he has no evidence of it. Do you live without
prayer? Ah! soul; election hath nought to do with thee. What is
intended by the doctrine of reprobatiofarsmore likely to be
thy lot than the glorious inheritance of election. Dost thou live in
sin, that grace may abound! Eve
thine shall be emphatically so. Wbaidt thou dare to palm
thyself off as a child of God when thotaabrat of hell? Dost
thou claim that thou aainheir of light, when the damning mark
of Cain is on thy very forehead? Widitnthou art like Balaam,
presumptuous and abominable, dost thou dare still to claim a lot
in the inheritance of the saintight? Away with thy confidence;
oHail shall sweep awhoynchilhof refug
God has a spot that is not like thy spot; he is of a different mould
and make from thee. Thou art a dec@ivet the legitimate child
of God.

Mark, my friads, in the text, that a genuine confidence in
God does not lead us to give up prayer, but leads us to prayer.
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0The Lord wildl perfect me. 6 Am |
it, and | will not pray?6 No, be
pray. Manyersons have such shallow minds that they cannot
perceive how Godds determinati or
go together. | never find these people making the same mistake

in common life they do on religious subjects. A man says to me,

oNow, simt,enidfs Good siave me, | nee
knows he is a fool when he says it; or if he does not know it, |
wi || soon make him see it. Supp

intends to feed me, he will feed me, and | will go without my
dinner. If the Lord irends to give me a harvest, he will give me a

harvest, and | shall not SoOw an)
Suppose another were to say, ol
warmteday, he will do it; so | wil|
amanshouldsay,gai n, olf the Lor-d inten
night, | shall go to bed; and, therefore, | shall not walk towards

home, but sit here as | ong as |
the folly is selfonvicting. But is it not just the same in religion?

Becase o0t he Lord will perfect tha

to say | shall not pray? Why, no, my dear friends, the fact is, that
a knowledge that a thing is certain prompts a wise man to action.
What made Oliver Cromwell fight so bravely, but because he felt
convinced that he should conquer

| shall conquer, therefore | wi |
that | shall conquer; therefore keep your powder dry, trust in God,
anda m! 6 So with you; i fectthatu bel i

which concerneth us, begin with prayer; trust the promise, and let
us go on cheerfully through the world, rejoicing in the Lord our
God. Confidence must not lead to idleness, but to diligent activity.

And now, note thisprayero For sake not the wo
own hands. 6 The prayer is full (
else it is never true prayer. The Psalmist confesses, that if God
did forsake him it would be all over with him, and this isha trut
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brethren, that you and | ought ever to keep in mind. We
sometimes pray that God will not forsake us in temptation; do

you not know we should be as much lost if he were to forsake us

in communion as if he were to forsake us in temptation. When
Godputspu on the pinnacle of the te
hold me up and | shall be saf e;
you are down on the ground, if the Lord were to forsake you,

there you would perish just as easily as on the pinnacle of the
temple. | hav&nown the Christian on his knees in the den of

|l eopards, cry, oLor d, save me no
as great a need of help when he is on the top of Fisydie?

still wants to be kept. Every moment of our life we are on the

brink of hell, ad if the Lord should forsake us, we should

certainly perish. Let him but withdraw the salt of his grace, and

the proudest believer must be cast into the depths of hell, and fall,

like Lucifer, never to rise again. Odt'this always make us cry

aloudsaé&akEous not, O God. 6

There is yet another confession in thdittexh e Psal mi st
confession that al | he has he h
wor ks of thine own hands. o6 | wil
urge you who are believers, to go home antbad/ta God in
prayer. Let this bede w Y-@ay 6prayer . OForsa

work of thine hands. Father, forsake not thy little child, lest he die
by the hand of the enemy. Shepherd, forsake not thy lamb, lest
the wolves devour him. Great husbandmaraKensot thy little

plant, lest the frost should nip it, and it should be destroyed.
Forsake me not, O Lord now, and when | am old and grey headed,
O Lord, forsake me not. Forsake me not in my joys, lest | curse
God. Forsake me not in my sorrows, lest hmoragainst him.
Forsake me not in the day of my repentance, lest | lose the hope
of pardon, and fall into despair; and forsake me not in the day of
my strongest faith, lest my faith degenerate into presumption, and
so | perish by mioGed, thatwhe wduld nd . 6
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not forsake you in your business, in your family; that he would
not forsake you either upon your bed by night, or in your business
by day. And may God grant, when you and | shall come to the
end of this year, we may have a good téédl ttoncerning the
faithfulness of God in having answered our prayers, and having
fulfilled his promise.

| would now this day crave a part in your prayers. My dear
friends, 1 am confident that God will perfect that which
concerneth me. There has beawek done in this place, and
God has blessed the congregation; but the work is not perfect yet.
It is not enough to rouse other ministers to preach the word. |
hope | shall never, while | live, cease to have another project
always in hand. When one thisigione, we will do something
else. If we have tried to make ministers more diligent in preaching,
we must try to make the churches more earnest in praying. When
we have built our new chapel, we must build something else; we
must always have something indhdf | have preached the
Gospel in England, it must be my privilege to preach it across the
sea yet; and when | have preached it there, | must solicit longer
leave of absence that | may preach it in other countries, and act
as a missionary throughout tiagions. | am confident that God
will perfect that which concerneth me; | rely on that. Do |
therefore say that you need not pray? Oh, no. Pray that he would
not forsake the work of his own hands. This work is not of our
own hands. This labour of loveni®ot mi n e, but God?¢
done nothing, except as the instrument; he has done it all. Oh, my
dear friends, you that love me, as a brother in Christ, and as your
pastor in the church, go home and plead with God for me this
day and henceforth, that he vdomibt forsake his work; but that
the fire which has been kindled here may run along the ground,
till all England shall be in a blaze with a revival of grace and
godliness. Be not content to warm your hands at the sparks of
this fire. Ask thatthe breath®fo d 6 s Spi rit may bl c
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across the sea, that other lands may catch the flames, till the whole
earth burning as a holocaust to heaven, shall be accepted as whole
burnt offering before the throne of God Most High.

O0May the Lor d yod and cusyhistfaceta n d
shine upon you and lift up the light of his countenance upon you,
and give you peace, 6 and unto
Ghost, shall be glofgrevet
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232 PERFECTION INFAITH HEB. 10:14

A Sermon
Delivered on SabbattEvening, January 2nd, 1859,
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At the Music Hall, Royal Surrey Gardens

oFor by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified6 i Hebrews 10:14

THINKOF t hi s mo riinbiTrhged sL otredx tWI L L p
that which concerneth me. o6 I s it
what is just in one part of Scripture presented to us as a matter of
faith,is in another place states as a mattictfhink of this
evening s fitodhet HATH pfereverec tTeldi susmor ni
we went downwards, from faith to prayer. After having said in
confidence, 0The Lord will per f
we meekly besoughtiino For sake not the work
h a n @ sinkiog ag were to a lower note in the scale of music.

Then we beheld Perfection in the dim obscurity of the future, like

the sun veiled behind a cloud. Our faith rested on it as a thing at
present unseen, our hearts yearned after it as an inheritance yet in
resere for us. Now tenight, this perfection is brought nigh to

us, | thing accomplished, as an-pvesent fact, whose eternal

reality shines upon us with unclouded lustre. It is thus | read this

versé 0By one offering our Lord Jes
forevet hem t hat are sanctified. o

| have been turning this text over, and over, and over in my
mind, and praying about it, and looking into it, and seeking
illumination from the Holy Spirit; but | was a long time before |
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could be clear about its exact nreant is very easy to select a

meaning, and then to say, that is what the text means, and very
easy also to look at something which lies upon the surface; but |

am not quite so sure that after several hours of meditation any
brother would be abletoasce ai n what i s the Spi
particular verse, OBy fonevwer of f er |
them that are sanctified. 6 When
meant, | thought | would read the chapters before it, and if |

should happen to findut any word that should seem to be the

key to this verse, | woul d then
to open this lock and mystery with the4mck which was there

furnished to me. Well, | read the chapters, and | did find out a

word which seemed e to explain the whole of this verse. You

must have patience with me, while | try to show you what | think

it means; and then | think it will stand out in a very clear and
glorious light.

First,the condition of the childioivBaiche HHe isa sactified
perschnThem t hat ar e wghatChristhatdoeedor 6 S
himo He hat hforgvertr f @emmtteldat are sanct

I. First, then, THE CHILDREN OF GOD ARE HERE
INTENDED , UNDER THE TERM OSANCTIFIED ; &hey are
described as sanctifieetgons. What does this mean? We usually
say there are two meani nigssett o tl!
a p aG®od haé set apart his people from before the foundation
of the world, to be his chosen and peculiar inheritance. We are
sanctified by God thEather. There is a second signification,
which implies not the decree of the Father, but the work of the
Holy Spirit. We are sanctified in Christ Jesus by the Holy Spirit
when he subdues our corruptions, imparts to us graces, and leads
us onward in the dine walk and life of faith. But the word here,

I think, includes both of these senses; and | must try if | can to
find a figure which will embrace them both. And what is the
apostle speaking about? In the ninth chapter he is speaking about
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the tabernacleand the candlestick, and the table, and the
shewbread, and the sanctuary, and the golden censer, and the ark
of the covenant overlaid with gold, and the pot of manna; he is
talking about priests, and about priestly things, and holy things;
and he is declag that all these things of which he speaks were
sanctified things, but that though they were sanctified things, they
wanted to be made perfect by the sprinkling of blood. Now, |
believe, the sanctification of our text is to be understood in this
sense. fere were certain golden vessels that were used in the
sanctuary which were never used for anything else but for the
service of God. They were set apart, they were made holy, and
they were kept strictly to be the vessels of the sanctuary of the
Lord God.Theywere sanctified things. Again, in the sanctuary
there were persons who did nothing else but wait upon the Lord.
These were consecrated to their offices; for God chose the tribe
of Levi, and out of the tribe of Levi he chose the house of Aaron.
These pesons were chosen, and then they were prepared. They
underwent certain ceremonies, and divers washings, and so they
were made ceremonially holy; and these priests were therefore
sanctified persons, because they were set apart, dedicated and
reserved to thepecial service of the Lord God. Now, brethren,
that is just what you and | are, and what we ought to be. We are
sanctified persons: that is to say, we are chosen by God to be the
peculiar vessels which he will use in pouring out his mercy, and
to be thespecial priests whom he shall employ in his divine
worship in this world. No man had any right to take wine for his
own drinking, and drink it out of the golden cups of the sanctuary.

If he did so, he did it to his own destrudiiamitness Belshazzar.

He took the cups, and the golden candlesticks, and so forth, and
used them in his debaucheries, and lo! he was swept away, and
the handwriting on the wall foretold his doom. Even so, beloved
brethren, Christian men are not to be used for anything but for
God. They are a separt people; they are vessels of mercy, they
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are not for the devil ds use, no
worl dds use, but for their Mast
purpose to be used entirely, solely and wholly for him. Now, that

is wha t i's meant in this text by &
persons, set apart for Godds use

the cups, the candlesticks, and the tables, and the altars of the
sanctuary, were sanctified unto God and set apart for tts;serv

and | said, we that are priests are sanctified persons, not because
of any holiness in our character, seeing there were some of them
that were not holy in their character. My text does not touch
charactdt it touches position in the sight of God. We rawt

perfect in character, any one ofi uge are only perfect in
position. There were two men who officiated as priests before
God, namely the sons of Eli, who committed sin and iniquity
before God; and yet they were se
you;and when they offered the sacrifices as priests, because they
had been washed with water and sprinkled with blood, they were
officially accepted as being sanctified persons. Now, brethren, the
children of God are sanctified persons, to offer spirituidicescr

unto God through Jesus Christ, and we have no right to do

anything else but serve God. oW
attend to my business?6 Yes, an
OAm | not to |l ook after my fami/l

Godin your family, but still you are to be sapeirt person; you
are not to wear the white robe nor the breastplate, but still you
are to think of yourself as being as much a priest as if the
breastplate were on your breast, and the white robe about your
loins; for ye are priests unto God and his Father. He hath made
you a peculiar generation, a royal priesthood, and hath set you
apart for himself.

Now, | think that this first head of my sermon gives you an
inkling of what the rest must mean. | have alteachd at what
I think is the sense of the text. | have explained, | suppose, clearly
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enough in what sense Godds peop
understood in this verse. They are chosen and set apart and
reserved to be Godoants, andgthusu ment ¢
they are sanctified.

II. Now comes the second thimg:WHAT S ENSE ARE WE
TO UNDERSTAND THAT CHRIST HAS PERFECTED THESE
THAT ARE SANCTIFIED ?Why, just this: When the golden vessels
were brought into the temple or into the sanctuary, they we
sanctified the very first moment that they were dedicated to God.
No one dared to employ them for anything but holy uses. But
they were not perfect. What did they need, then to make then
perfect? Why, to have blood sprinkled on them; and, as soon as
the blood was sprinkled on them, those golden vessels were
perfect vessels, officially perfect. God accepted them as being
holy and perfect things, and they stood in his sight as instruments
of an acceptable worship. Just so was it with the Levites and the
priests. As soon as ever they were set apart to their office; as soon
as ever they were born, in fact, they were consecrated, they
belonged to God; they were his peculiar priesthood. But they
were not perfect until they had passed through divers washings,
ard had the blood sprinkled upon them. Then God looked upon
them in their official priestly character, as being perfect persons.
They were not perfect in character, | repeat, they were only
perfect officially; perfect in the sight of God; and they stood
befae him to offer sacrifice as acceptably, as if they had been
pure as Adam himself. Now, then, how does this refer to us, and
what is the meaning of this tex
perfectedorevet hem t hat are sanctified?
or two. You will find in the 9th chapter of the Hebrews, at the
6th verse, ONow when these thir
priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the
service of God. But into the second went the high priest alone
once everyear, not without blood, which he offered for himself,
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and for the errors of the peopl ¢
of my text is this. The child of God is a priest, and as a priest he
is sanctified to enter within the vail. He is now permitted to go
into the place which was once within the vail, but which is not so
now, because the vail is rent in twain; but the high priest could
not go within the vail, because he was not perfect; he had to be
sprinkled with the blood, and that made him officialfgqiert

would not make him perfect merely to put on the bpéstst or

to wear the ephod; he was not perfect till the blood had been
sprinkled upon him, and then he went within the vail. But when
next year came round he was not fit to go within th#lvédod

was sprinkled on him again; and the next year, though he was
always a sanctified man, he was not always, officially, a perfect
man. He had to be sprinkled with blood again. And so, year after
year, the high priest who went within the vail eteaftesh to

be made perfect, in order that he might obtain access to God.

Here is one sense of the text. The apostle says that we who
are the priests of God have a ri
seat that is within the vail; but it were to outhdeago there
unless we were perfect. Butangperfect, for the blood of Christ
has been sprinkled on us, and, therefore, our standing before God
is the standing of perfection. Our standing, in our own conscience,
is imperfection, just as the charactiethe priest might be
imperfect. But that has nothing to do with it. Our standing in the
sight of God is a standing of perfection; and when he sees the
blood, as of old the destroying angel passed over Israel, so this
day, when he sees the blood, Godesasser our sins, and
accepts us at the throne of his mercy, as if we were perfect.
Therefor e, brethren, | et US C O MmE
true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and our bagiass hed wi t h pur e
The apostle brings in, in the twesdgond verse of this tenth
chapter, one inference which | have just drawn from my text. In
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having access to God, perfection is absolutely necessary. God
cannot talk with an imperfect being.ddeld talk with Adam in
the garden but he could not talk with you or with me, even in
paradise itself, as imperfect creatures. How, then, am | to have
fellowship with God, and access to his throne? Why, simply
thusfn 0 The bl ood of @reveithemithahaset h per
sanctified, 6 and consequently we
throne of the heavenly grace, and may come boldly in all our time
of need. And what is better still, we are always perfect, always fit
to come to the throne, whatever ooulsks, whatever our sins. |
say not this of the priestds cha
that at present. We come before God in our station, not in our
character, and therefore, we may come as perfect men at all times,
knowing that God seeth no sinJacob, and no iniquity in Israel;
for in this sense Christ hath perfedtedver every consecrated
vessel of his mercy. @&hot this a delightful thought, that when
I come before the throne of God, | feel myself a sinner, but God
does not look upome as one? When | approach him to offer my
thanksgivings, | feel that | am unworthy in myself; but | am not
unworthy in that official standing in which he has placed me. As
a sanctified and perfected thing in Christ, | have the blood upon
me; God regardsemn my sacrifice, in my worship, ay, and in
myself, too as being perfect.

Oh how joyful this is! And there is no need a second time to
repeat this perfecting. It is an everlasting perfection; it allows a
constant access to the throne of the heavendy ditzet is one
meaning of the text.

Again, a little further on, our apostle, in the 9th chapter of

the Hebr ews, says, at t he 21st
both the tabernacle, and all the
all sanctified vessegtsu know, but they were not perfect vessels

till they were sprinkled with th

by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is
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no remission. It was therefore necessary that the patterns of
things in the heams should be purified with these; but the
heavenly things themselves with
so forth. Now, beloved, the vessels of the sanctuary, as | have
said, were sanctified the moment they were put there, but they
were not perfect; Gbcould not therefore accept any sacrifice
that was touched with the golden tongs or that lay upon the
brazen altar, so long as those golden tongs and the brazen altar
were imperfect. What was done to make them perfect? Why, they
were sprinkled with bloo@ut they had to be sprinkled with
blood ever so many tinfiesnce, twice, thrice, multitudes of
times, because continually they wanted making perfect. Now you
and | are this day, if we are consecrated persons, like the vessels
of the sanctuary. Sometimesaneelike the censgeiGod fills us

with joy, and then the smoke of incense ascends from us;
sometimes we are like the slaugtriiée that the priests used; we

are enabled to deny our lusts, to deny ourselves, and put the knife
to the neck of the victim, disometimes we are like the altar, and
upon us God is pleased to lay a sacrifice of labour, and there it
smokes acceptably to heaven. We are made like sanctified things
of his house. But, beloved, we, though we are sanctified, and he
has chosen us to beetliessels of his spiritual temple, are not
perfect till the blood is on us. Yet blessed be his name, that blood
has once been put upon us, and we are peffiereteer |s it not
delightful to think that when God uses us in his service he could
not use unallowed instruments? The Lord God is so pure that
he could not use anything but a
surely he could never use me ofr
the blood is on us, and we are the sanctified instruments of his
grace; anthoreover, we are the perfect instruments of his grace
through the blood of Jesus. Oh! | delight to think that although

in preaching the gospel I am in my own estimation and in yours
rightly enough, imperfect; yet when God makes use of me in

132



ClassicChristianLibrary.com 232 Perfection in Faith® Heb. 10:14

conversion, hdoes not make use of an imperfect man; no, he
looks upon me in Christ as being perfectin Him, and then he says,
ol can wuse this tool; | <could
but I will look upon him as being perfedtréverin Christ, and
thereforel can use him. Oh! Christian, do try to digest this
precious thought: it has indeed been precious to my soul since |
first laid hold upon it. You cannot tell what God may do with you,
because if he uses you at all he does not use you agiahginner
uses gu as a sanctified person; nay more, as a perfect person. |
will repeat it; 1 do not see how a holy God could use an unholy
instrument; but he puts the blood on us, and then he makes us
perfecii perfects ugorever and then he uses us. And so | see
the wok of God tarried on by men whom we think are imperfect;
but I never see God doing any of his deeds except with a perfect
instrument; and if you ask me how he has done it, | tell you that
all his consecrated ones, all whom he has sanctified to his use, he
has first of all perfectddreverthrough the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ.

And now we will have use more thought, and then | shall
have given you the full meaning of the text. In the seventh chapter,
the nineteenth verse, there is a word that is a keyrn@e#ning
of my text, and that helped me all through it; and | will give you

the key now. 0 F o perfediptehe briaging ma d e

in of a better hopdidby whi ch we draw nigh
with this, compare the tenth chapter and firsevers 6 The |
having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image
of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered
year by year, continually make the comers thepeentoThere t . 6
is the word oOperfeettéxtndofver

I
u

aw

ht

says he, if they had been perfec
be offered. 6 Why offer any mor e

the sacrifice made is perfect, the worshippers, once purged,

should have had no momaek. Tkeons ci

133

e



Spurgeon-%VolS\er mons ClassicChristianLibrary.com

Jewi sh sacrifice was never inte
character any better, and it did not; it had no effect upon what we

call his sanctification; all the sacrifice dealt with was his
justification, and the perfection would be sought; dfie

perfection is not of sanctification, which the Arminian talks about,

but the perfection of official standing, as he stood justified before
God. Now that is the meaning of
not mean that the sacrifice did not makerthe perfectly holy,

and perfectly moral, and so forth; the sacrifice had no tendency

to do that; it was quite another matter. It means that it did not
perfectly make him justified in his own conscience and in the sight

of God, because he had to come arier gfgain. Now, here

comes a man who is troubled in his conscience. He comes sighing

up the temple, and he must speak to the priest. He says to the
priest, ol h aamds uc b mmi tstiend 6s wcAmh !
priest, oO0OYou wil |l cooesuience uleasv e an
you bring a sin offering. He brings a sin offering, and it is offered,

and the man sees it burn and goes away. He has gotdittith

in the great sin offering that is to cénand his conscience is

easy. A day or two after, the samenfgehirise; and what does
hedoHegoes to the priest again. 0
must bring another offering; you
He does that, and his conscience grows easier for a time; but the

more his conscience gets quickemtieel, more he sees the
unsatisfactory character of the offering he brings. At last, he says,

ol am SO uneasy,; oh! t hat I coul
do you know, 6 says he, owhil e |
the victim, | feel so happy: wHetome to see it slaughtered, and

the blood flowing, | feel so easy; but | do not feel perfect. | will
even go up to the temple, 6 he s
sees a lamb slaughtered in the morning, and tears of joy are in his
eye. 0 Oh ! have sewrythat l&md; addlwhen | saw the

bl ood of that |l amb flowing, | fe
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says he, omy sins arise again; I
can | get relief for 1it?6 And of
was another lamin the evening, because God well knew that the
sacrifices were themselves imperfect, only a shadow of the great
substance, and that his people would need to have the service
renewed, not only every year, but every day; nay, every morning
and every evergn

But now, beloved, behold the glory of Christ Jesus as revealed
to us in our text. 0Those sacri
thereunto perfect.d They coul d v
that they were perfectly justified, and they wanted freshgsfe
but here teday | see the slaughtered Lamb on Calvary, and it was
but yesterday | rejoiced in him, and | can rejoice in him again to
day. Years ago | sought him and | found him. | do not want
another Lamb; | do not want another sacrifice. | chsestithat
blood flowing, and | can feel continually that | have no more
conscience of sin. The sins are gone; | have no more
remembrance of them; | am purged from them: and as | see the
perpetual flowing blood of Calvary, and the ever rising merits of
hisglorious passion, | am compelled to rejoice in this fact, that he
hath perfectetbrevermei made me completely perfect through
his sacrifice.

And now, Christian, try and lay hajgbnthis meaning of
the text. Christ has made your conscience dbeass and if
it disturbs you, recollect it has no cause to do so, if you are a
believer in Christ; for hath not he given you that which will put
away all conscience of sin? Rbjoicé It has purged you so
entirely that you may sit down and rest. You may sing with the
poefi

OTurn, then, my soul, wunto thy

The merits of thy great High Priest
Speak peace and liberty.
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Trust in his efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment fro@od,
Since Jesus died for thee. oo

Look at the text. Once again | am going to say the same things,
lest | should not be quite understood. Dear brethren, we could
not have access to God, unless on the footing of perfection; for
God cannot walk and talk with imperfect creatures. But we are
pefect; not in character, mark, for we are still sinners; but we are
perfected through the blood of Jesus Christ, so that God can
allow us to have access to him as perfected creatures. We may
come boldly, because being sprinkled with the blood, God does
not look on us as unholy and unclean, otherwise he could not
allow us to come to his mercy seat; but he looks upon us as being
perfectedoreverthrough the one sacrifice of Christ. That is one
thing. The other was this. We ar
has chosen us to be like the golden pots of his sanctuary; but God
could not accept a worship which was offered to him in unholy
vessels. Those vessels, therefore, were made perfect by being
sprinkled with blood. God could not accept the praise which
comes from your unholy heart; he could not accept the song
which springs from your uncircumcised lips, nor the faith which
arises from your doubting soul, unless he had taken the great
precaution to sprinkle you with the blood of Christ; and now,
whatever heags you for, he uses you as a perfect instrument,
regarding you as being perfect in Christ Jesus. That, again, is the
meaning of the text, and the same meaning, only a different phase
of it. And, the last meaning is, that the sacrifices of the Jews did
notgive believing Jews peace of conscience for any length of time;
they had to come again, and again, and again, because they felt
that those sacrifices did not present to them a perfect justification
before God. But behold, beloved, you and | are commpletsus.

We have no need of any other sacrifice. All others we disclaim.
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He hath perfected fisrever We may set our conscience at ease,
because we are truly, really, an
hath perfectetbrevet hem t hat are sanctifie
Now, what have | to do, but to turn to you and ask this one
guestion, and | have done. Are you a sanctified person? | have
known a man say sometimes to a
sanctified: alfouar e one of those sanctif
theysai d so to me, I Sshould say,
What can be a more holy thing than to be a sanctifiedA\nn?
what a more happy thing! Let me ask you, then, are you sanctified?
Says one, ol feel so sinful.6 T
wheher you are set apart to Godos

oDear Lord, | give myself away
0Tis all that | can do?0

Take me just as | am, and make use of me; | desire to be
wholly thine? Do you feel that for you to live is Christ; that there
is not any object you are living for but Chrigtat Christ is the
great aim of your ambition, the great object of all your labours;
that you are like Samson, a Nazarite, consecrated to God? Oh!
then, remember that you are perfected in Christ. But, my hearer
if thou art not sanctified to God in this sense, if thou livest to
thyself, to pleasure, and to the world, thou art not perfected in
Christ, and what is to become of thee? God will give thee no
access to him; God will not use thee in his service; #tawha
rest in thy conscience, and in the day when God shall come to
separate the precious from the
precious ones, who have the blood on them; but these have
rejected Christ, they have lived to themselves, they were dead
whi e they I ived, and they are da
heed of that! May God give you grace to be sanctified to God,
and then shall you bareverperfected through Christ.
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ONot for your sakes do | this, saith the Lord God, be it known
unto you: be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O
house of Isra¢6fi Ezekiel 36:32

THERE AREtwo sins of man that are bred in the bone, and
that continually come out in the flesh. One islspndence and
the other is selxaltation. It is very hard, even for the best of
men, to keep themselves from the first error. The holiest of
Christians, rad those who understand best the gospel of Christ,
find in themselves a constant inclination to look to the power of
the creature, instead of looking to the power of God and the
power of God alone. Over and over again, Holy Scripture has to
remind us of that which we never ought to forget, that salvation
is Gododos work from first to | ast
But so it is, this old eridrthat we are to save ourselves, or that
we are to do something in the matter of salvatbmays rises
up, aml we find ourselves continually tempted by it to step aside
from the simplicity of our faith in the power of the Lord our God.
Why, even Abraham himself was not free from the great error of
relying upon his own strength. God had promised to him that He
woud give him a sénlsaac, the child of promise. Abraham
believed it, but at last, weary with waiting, he adopted the carnal
expedient of taking to himself Hagar, to wife, and he fancied that
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|l shmael would most certainly be
but instead of | shmael 6s helping
sorrow unto Abrahamds heart, fo
|l shmael shoul d dwel | with | saac
0t he bondwoman and her son; for
shalnot be heir with the son of th

matter of salvation, are apt to think that God is tarrying long in

the fulfillment of His promise, and we set to work ourselves to

do something, and what do we 8ioR ourselves deeper in the

mire and pile up for ourselves a store of future troubles and trials.

Do we not read that it grieved /
away? AMAndmany a Christian has been grieved by those works

of nature which he accomplished with the design of helping the

God of grace. Oh, beloved, we shall find ourselves very frequently
attempting the foolish task of assisting Omnipotence and
teaching the Omniscient One. Instead of looking to grace alone

to sanctify us, we find ourselves adopting Philosophic rules and
principles which we think will effect the Divine work. We shall

but mar it; we shall bring grief into our own spirits. But if, instead

thereof, we in every work look up to the God of our salvation for

help, and strength, and grace, and succor, then our Work wi
proceed to our own joy and c¢omf
error, then, | say is in our bone, and will always dwell with us, and

hence it is that the words of the text are put as an antidote against

that error. It is distinctly stated in our text slahtation is of God.

ONot for ylobhrssédkeéele days nothini
have done or can do. All the preceding and all the succeeding
verses speak of what God da@eill take you from among the

heat b®wnl b sprinkle oWwédgweyowat er u
a new hwiarlt .pputé my Spirit within
therefore, again recall to our recollection this doctrine, and give

up all dependence upon our own strength and power.
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The other ernoto which man is very prone, is that of relying
upon his own merit. Though there is no righteousness in any man,
yet in every man there is a proneness to truth in some fancied
merit. Strange that it should be so, but the most reprobate
characters have weime virtue as they imagine, upon which they
rely. You will find the most abandoned drunkard pride himself
that he is not a swearer. You will find the blaspheming drunkard
pride himself that at least he is honest. You will find men with no
other virtue inhe world, exalt what they imagine to be a fiirtue
the fact that they do not profess to have any; and they think
themselves to be extremely excellent, because they have honesty
or rather impudence enough to confess that they are utterly vile.
Somehow theuman mind clings to human merit; it always will
hold to it, and when you take away everything upon which you
think it could rely, in less than a moment it fashions some other
ground for confidence out of itself. Human nature with regard to
its own merit,g like the spider, it bears its support in its own
bowels, and it seems as if it would keep spinning on to all eternity.
You may brush down one web, but it soon forms another, you
may take the thread from one place, and you will find it clinging
to your fnger, and when you seek to brush it down with one hand
you find it clinging to the other. It is hard to get rid of; it is ever
ready to spin its web and bind itself to some false ground of trust.
Itis against all human merit that | am this morning gospgak,
and | feel that | shall offend a great many people here. | am about
to preach a doctrine that is gall and vinegar to flesh and blood,
one that will make righteous moralists gnash their teeth, and make
others go away and declare that | am an Amnitingand perhaps
scarcely fit to live. However, that consequence is one which | shall
not greatly deplore, if connected with it there should be in other
hearts a yielding to this glorious truth, and a giving up to the
power and grace of God, who will mesave us, unless we are
prepared to let Him have all the glory.
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First, | shall endeavor ¢éxpound at large the doctrine contained in
this texin the next place | shall endeavoustiow its force and
truthfulnesmd then in the third place | sha@llsk Godds Hol
Spiritto apply the useful, practical lessons which are to be drawn from it

I. I shall endeavour &XPOUND THISTEXT . O Not f or yc
sakes do | this saith the Lord C
of the human race is to be found in treabt of God, and not in
the character or condition of man. Two races have revolted
against Gail the one angelic, the other human. When a part of
this angelic race revolted against the Most High, justice speedily
overtook them; they were swept from thairgiseats in Heaven,
and henceforth they have been reserved in darkness unto the
great day of the wrath of God. No mercy was ever presented to
them, no sacrifice ever offered for them; but they were without
hope and mercy, forever consigned to the piieohal torment.

The human race, far inferior in order of intelligence, sinned as
atrociously; at any rate, if the sins of manhood that we have heard
of be put together and rightly weighed, | can scarcely understand
how even the sins of devils could bemiliacker than the sin of
mankind. However, the God who in His infinite justice passed
over angels, and suffered them forever to expiate their offences
in the fires of hell, was pleased to look down on man. Here was
election on a grand scale; the eleafomanhood, and the
reprobation of fallen angelhood. What was the reason for it? The
reason was in Godoés mind, an ins
know, and which if we knew probably we could not understand.
Had you and | been put upon the choice of whiould have

been spared, | do think it probable we should have chosen that
fallen angels should have been saved. Are they not the brightest?
Have they not the greatest mental strength? If they had been
redeemed, would it not have glorified God more ggsidge,

than the salvation of worms like ourselves? Those brighfibeings
Lucifer, son of the morning, and those stars that walked in his
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traimi if they had been washed in His redeeming blood, if they

had been saved by sovereign mercy, what a song wolddvéhey

lifted up to the Most High and everlasting God! But God, who

doeth as He wills with His own, and giveth no account of His

matters, but who deals with His creatures as the potter deals with

his clay, took not upon Him the nature of angels, but taok up

Him the seed of Abraham, and chose men to be the vessels of

His mercy. This fact we know, but where is its re@sotéinly

not in man. ONot for your sakes

ashamed and be confounded for vyo
Here, very few an object. We notice that if we talk about

the election of men and the pelaction of fallen angels, there is

not a cavil for a moment. Every man approves of Calvinism till

he feels that he is the loser by it; but when it begins to touch his

own bone andis own flesh then he kicks against it. Come, then,

we must go further. The only reason why one man is saved, and

not another, I|lies not, in any se

bosom. The reason why this day the gospel is preached to you

and not the @athen far away, is not because, as a race, we are

superior to the heathen; it is not because we deserve more at

Godods hands; Hi s choice of Brit

privilege, is not caused by the excellency of the British nation, but

entirely lecause of His own mercy and His own love. There is not

reason in us why we should have the gospel preached to us more

than any other nation. Today, some of us have received the gospel,

and have been changed by it, and have become the heirs of light

and imnorality, whereas others are left still to be the heirs of

wrath. But there is no reason in us why we should have been taken

and others left.

0There was nothing in us to me

Or give the Creator delight.
6 Twas OEven so, ngather! o we ev

142



ClassicChristianLibrary.com 233 Free Grace® Ezek. 36:32

Because it seemdd good in thy

And now, let us review this doctrine at length. We are taught
in Holy Scripture that, long before this world was made, God
foreknew and foresaw all the creatures He intended to fashion;
and there and then foresggthat the human race would fall into
sin, and deserve His anger, determined, in His own sovereign
mind, that an immense portion of the human race should be His
children, and should be brought to Heaven. As to the réstt He
them to their own desettssow the wind and reap the whirlwind,
to scatter crime and inherit punishment. Now, in the great decree
of election, the only reason why God selected the vessels of mercy
must have been because He would do it. There was nothing in
any one of them whiclaused God to choose them. We all were
alike, all lost, all ruined by the fall; all without the slightest claim
upon His mercy; all, in fact, deserving His utmost vengeance. His
choice of any one, and His choice of all His people, are causeless,
so far asraything in them was concerned. It was the effect of His
sovereign will, and of nothing which they did, could do, or even
woul d do; for thus saith the tex
house of I sraell!d

As for the fruit of our election, in due timai€thcame into
this world, and purchased with His blood all those whom the
Father hath chosen. Now come ye to the cross of Christ; bring
this doctrine with you, and remember that the only reason why
Christ gave up His life to be a ransom for His shedpeaasse
He loved His people, but there was nothing in His people that
made Him die for them. | was thinking as | came here this
morning, if any man should imagine that the love of God to us
was caused by anything in us, it would be as if a man should look
into a well to find the springs of the ocean, or dig into an anthill
to find an Alp. The love of God is so immense, so boundless and
so infinite, that you cannot conceive for a moment that it could
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have been caused by anything in us. The little goadinhadii
the no good that is in fudor there is none, could not have
caused the boundless, bottomless, shoreless, summitless love
which God manifests to His people. Stand at the foot of the cross,
ye meridmongers, ye that delight in your own works; ameeans
this question: Do you think that the Lord of life and glory could
have been brought down from Heaven, could have been
fashioned like a man, and have been led to die through any merit
of yours? Shall these sacred veins be opened with any lancet less
shap than His own infinite love? Do you conceive that your poor
merits, such as they are, could be so efficacious as to nail the
Redeemer to the tree, and make Him bend His shoulders beneath
the enormous | oad of the worl do
Theconsequence is so great, compared with what you suppose to
be the case, that your logic fails in a moment. You may conceive
that a coral insect rears a rock by its multitude, and by its many
years of working; but you cannot conceive that all the
accumulatemerits of manhood, if there were such things, could
have brought the Eternal from the throne of His majesty, and
bowed Him to the death of the cross: that is a thing as clearly
impossible to any thoughtful mind, as impossibility can be. No;
from the cros comes the diyd Not f or your sakes
house of I srael . ¢

After Chri st 06s the eattplace, the Woekrok c o
the Holy Spifithose whom the Father hath chosen, and whom
the Son has redeemed, i nofdue t i
darkness into marvelous | ight. o
is without any regard to any, merit in us. If this day the Holy Spirit
shall call out of this congregation a hundred men, and bring them
out of their estate of sin into a state of @gbsness, you shall
bring these hundred men, and let them march in review, and if
you could read their hearts, you
no reason why the Spirit of God should have operated upon these.
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| see nothing whatever that could havedtetesuch grace as
thisfi nothing that could have caused the operations and motions

of the Spirit to work in these

men are said to be dead in sin. If the Holy Spirit quickens, it
cannot be because of any power in therdeagor any merit in
them, for they are dead, corrupt and rotten in the grave of their
sin. I f then, the Holy Spirit
because of anything in the dry bones, it must be for some reason
in His own mind, but not in us. Taéore, know ye this, men and
brethren, that we all stand upon a level. We have none of us
anything that can recommend us to God; and if the Spirit shall
choose to operate in our hearts unto salvation, He must be moved
to do it by His own supreme love, iftg cannot be moved to do
it by any good will, good desire, or good deed, that dwells in us
by nature.

To go a little further: this truth, which holds good sbdéds
good allthevwap. d s peopl e, after the
preserved in Clwit Jesus; they are o0ke
through faith unto salvati on;
their eternal inheritance, but as temptations arise they have
strength given with which to encounter them, and as sin blackens
them they are waghafresh, and again cleansed. But mark, the
reason why God keeps His people is the same as that which made
them His peopfe His own free sovereign grace. If, my brother,
you have been delivered in the hour of temptation, pause and
remember that you were mi@livered for your own sake. There
was nothing in you that deserved the deliverance. If you have
been fed and supplied in your hour of need, it is not because you
have been a faithful servant of God, nor because you have been

a prayerful Christian;isisi mpl 'y and only becaus

He is not moved to anything He does for you by anything .that
you do for Him; His motive for blessing you lies wholly and
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entirely in the depths of His own bosom. Blessed be God, His
people shall be kept.

ONorhdemaor Hel l shall eder rem
His favourites from His breast;

In the dear bosom of His love

They must forever rest. o

But why? Because they are holy? Because they are sanctified?
Because they serve God with good works? No, but because he in
his sovereign grace has loved them, does love them, and will love
them, even to the end.

And to conclude my exposition of this t@ktis shall hold
good in Heaven itself. The day is coming when every blood
bought, bloodvashed child of God shall walk the golden streets
arrayed in white. Our hands shall soon bear the palm; our ears
shall be delighted with celestial melodies, andesuiilkg with
the transporting visions of God?©o
why God shall bring us to Heaven shall be His own love, and not
because we deserved it. We must fight the fight, but we do not
win the victory because we fight it; we mbstita but the wage
at the daysd end shalll be a wage
honour God here, looking for the recompense of the reward; but
that recompense will not be given on a legal ground, because we
merited it, but given to us entirely beed@bsd had loved us, for
no reason that was in us. When you and | and each of us shall
enter Heaven, our song shall be,
unto thy name be all the glory; o
be a mere exaggeration of gratitlidshall be true; we shall be
compelled to sing it, because we could not sing anything else. We
shall feel that we did nothing, and that we were nothing, but that
God did it afi that we had nothing in us to be the motive of his
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doing it, but that His mote lay in Himself; therefore unto Him
shall be every particle of the honour forever and ever.

Now, this, | take it, is the meaning of the text; distasteful it is
to the great majority, even of professing Christians in this age. It
is a doctrine that reqes a great deal of salt, or else few people
will receive it. It is very unsavory to them. However, ithere

stands. oLet God be true, and ev
preach, and this we must procl a
neither by man; natf t he wi | | of the fl esh

birth, but of the sovereign will of God, and God alone.

II. And now, in the second place, | haveLlQSTRATE
AND ENFORCE THIS TEX T.

Consider a moment mands charac
will tend b confirm this truth in our minds. Let me take an
illustration. | will consider man as a criminal. He certainly is such
in the sight of God, and | shall not slander him. Suppose now that
some great criminal is at last overtaken in his sin, and shut up in
Newgate. He has committed high treason, murder, rebellion, and
every possible iniquity. He has broken all the laws of thé realm
every one of them. The public cry is everyih@ré hi s man
must die; the laws cannot be maintained unless he shall be made
an exarple of their rigour. He who beareth not the sword in vain
must this time let the sword taste blood. The man must die; he

richly deserves it.o6 You | ook t
see one solitary redeeming trait. He is an old offender; he has so
longper severed in his iniquity tha

case is hopeless with this man; his crimes have such aggravation

we cannot make an apology for him, even should we try. Not
Jesuiticatunning itself could devise any pretence of excuse, or

ay hope of a plea for this aband
if her Majesty the Queen, having in her hands the sovereign
power of life and death, chooses that this man shall not die, but

that he shall be spared, do you not see as plain as daylight, that
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the only reason that can move her to spare that man, must be her
own love, her own compassion? For, as | have supposed already
that there is nothing in that ma
mercy, but that, contrariwise, his whole character ctids@lo
vengeance against his sin. Whether we like it or not, this is just
the truth concerning ourselves. This is just our character and
position before God. Ah! my hearer, you may turn upon your heel,
disgusted and offended; but there are some hereahitodde
solemnly true in their own experience, and they will therefore
drink in the doctrine, for it is the only way whereby they can be
saved. My hearer, your conscience perhaps is telling you this
morning that you have sinned so heinously thatitheat an

inlet for a solitary ray of hope in your character. You have added
to your sins this great one, that you have rebelled against the Most
High wantonly and wickedly. If you have not committed all the
sins in the calendar of criritdyas been becsel providence has
stayed your hanglyurheart has been black enough for it all. You
feel that the vileness of your imagination and desires has achieved
the consummation of human guilt, and further you could not go.
Your sins have prevailed against yailihame gone over your
head. Now, man, the only ground upon which God can save you
is His own love. He cannot save you because you deserve it, for
you do not deserve it, because there is no excuse that might be
made for your sin. No, you are without anysxcand you feel

it. Oh!BlesdHis dear name, that He has devised this way, whereby
He can save you upon the basis of His own sovereign love and
unbounded grace, without anything in you. | want you to go back
to Newgate again to this criminal. We suppose that this
criminal is visited by her Majesty in person. She goes to him, and
she says to him, ORebel , traito
compassion for you; you deserve it not; but | am come this day
to you, to tell you that if you repent you dieale mercy at my
hands. 6 Suppose this maowsespring

148



ClassicChristianLibrary.com 233 Free Grace® Ezek. 36:32

this angel of mercy to her face, spit upon her, and utter
blasphemies, and imprecate curses upon her head. She retires; she

is gone; but so great is her compassion, thatdiaayeshe sends

a messenger, and days, and weeks, and months, and years, she
continually sends messengers, and these go to him, and they say,
ol f you wil!/ repent of your tr al
not because you deserve it, but because hestyMage
compassionate, and out of her gracious soul she desires your
salvation. Will you repent?d Sup
messenger, stop his ears against the message, spit upon him, tell

him he does not care for him at all. Or to suppos¢en basé

suppose he turns wupon his seat ¢
am hanged or not; 18Il take my c
shall take no notice of you. o6 Ar
from his seat, he indulges again in all the cametith he has

already been condemned, and plunges headlong afresh into the

very sins which have brought his neck under the rope of the
gallows. Now, if her Majesty would spare such a man as that, on
what terms can she do lessBheYou s a
does it out of love; she cannot because of any merit in him,
because such a beast as that oug
and | by nature but like this? And my unconverted hearer, what

is this but a picture of you? Has not God Himself vigied

conscienceBndh as He not s aGomhendawoplet y o u , 0
us reason together; though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as
wool .6 And what have you done?

voice of conscieniiecursed and swore at God, blasphemed His

holy name, despised His Word, and railed against His ministers.

And this day, again, with tears in his eyes, a servant of God is
come to you, and his message i s,
and thou shalt be saved; as | live, saith the Lord, | bave n
pleasure in the death of him that dieth, but had rather that he
should turn unto me and |live. 6 A
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to yourselves you will laugh at the meSsdggpise it. It will
glance off from you like an arrow from a man that is gt ab

with mail, and you will go away to despise God again, as you have
done before. Do you not see, then, that if God ever shall save you,
it cannot be for your sakes; but must be from His own infinite
love; it cannot be from any other reason, since yeudjauted

Christ, despised His gospel, trodden under foot the blood of Jesus,
and have refused to be saved. If He saves you, it must be free
grace, and free grace alone.

But now picture a little more about this criminal at Newgate.
Not content with havip added sin to sin, and having rejected
mercy for himself, this wretch industriously employs himself in
going round to all the cells where others are confined, and
hardening their hearts also against the mercy of the Queen. He
can scarce see a person katbhgins to taint him with the
blasphemy of his own heart; he utters injurious things against the
majesty that spares him, and endeavours to make others as vile as
himself. Now, what does justice say? If this man ought not to die
on his own account, yet beght to die for the sake of others;
and if he be spared, is it not as plain asfa pikéf that he cannot
be spared because of any reason in him? It must be because of
the unconquerable compassion of the Sovereign. And now look
you here: is not this tltsase of some here present? Not only do
you sin yourselves, but lead others into sin? | know this was one
of my plagues and torments, when first God brought me to
Himself, that | have led others into temptation. Are there not men
here that have taught othé¢o swear? Are there not fathers here
that have helped to destroy thei
not some of you that are like the debigigdree? You stretch
out your branches, and from every leaf there drops poison upon
those who come benedth deadly range. Are there not some
here who have seduced the virtuous, that have misled those who
were seemingly pious, and that are perhaps so hardened that they
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even glory in it? Not content with being damned yourselves, you
are seeking to lead oth&rshe pit also. Thinking it not enough
yourselves to be at enmity with God, you want to imitate Satan
by dragging others with you. O my hearer, is not this thy case?
Does not thy heart confess it? And does not the tear flow down
thy cheek? Remember, thibig must be true: if God shall save
thee, it must be because He will do it. It cannot be because there
is anything good in thee, for thou deservedst now to die, and if
He spare thee it must be sovereign love and sovereign grace.

I will just use one othdlustration, and then, | think | shall
have made the text clear enough. There is not so much difference
between black and a darker shade of black as there is between
pure white and bladkveryonecan see that. Then there is not so
much difference beter man and the devil as there is between
God and man. God is perfection; we are black with sin. The devil
is only a darker shade of black; and great as may be the difference
between our sin and the sin of Satan, yet it is not so great as the
difference beteen the perfection of God and the imperfection
of man. Now, imagine for a minute that somewhere in Africa
there should be a tribe of devils living, that you and | had it in our
power to save these devils from some threatened wrath which
must overtake thenif you or | should go there and die to save
those devils, what could be our motive? From what we know of
the character of a devil, the only motive that could make us do
that must be love. There could not be any other. It must be simply
because we had huiig hearts that we could even embrace fiends
within them. Well, now, there is not so much difference between
man and the devil as between God and man. If, then, the only
motive that could make men save
it not follow withirresistible force, that the only motive that could
l ead God to save men must be Go
that reason be not cogent the fact is indispiitab ot f or y ou
sakes do | this, O house of | sr a
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wicked, anddeserving His wrath; if He saves us, it is His
boundless, fathomless love that leads Him tofidoothing
whatever in us.

lll. And now, having thus preached this doctrine, and
enforced it, | come to a very SOlePRACTICAL APPLICATIO N.
And here may Goché Holy Spirit help me labour with your
hearts!

First, since this doctrine is true, Hawnbla Christian man
ought to be. If thou be saved, thou hast had nought to do with it;
God has done it. If thou be saved, thou hast not deserved it. It is
mercy undserved which thou hast received. | have sometimes
been delighted when | have seen the gratitude of abandoned
characters to any who have assisted them. | remember visiting a
house of refuge. There was a poor girl there who had fallen into
sin long, and wiheshe found herself kindly addressed and
recognized by society, and saw a Christian minister longing after
her soul ds good, it broke her h
care about heShewas so vile. How could it be that a Christian
should speak to he&®! Buthow much more should that feeling
rise in our hearts? My God! | have rebelled against thee, and yet
thou hast loved me, unwortimeHow can it be? | cannot lift
myself up with pride, | must bow down before Thee in speechless
gratitude. Remember, my dear brethren, that not only is the mercy
which you and | have received undeserved, butuinasised.
is true you prayed, but not filee grace made you pray. You
would have been, to this day, hardened in heart, without God,
and without Christ, had not free grace saved you. Can you be
proud thenf? proud of mercy which, if | may use the term, has
been forced upon yduproud of grace wtih has been given
you against your will, until your will was changed by sovereign
grace? And think again. All the mercy you have you once refused,
Christ sups with you; be not proud of His company. Remember,
there was a day when He knocked, and you réfudesh He
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came to the door and sai d, 0 My
| ocks with the drops of the night
you barred it in His face and would not let Him enter. Be not
proud, then, of what thou hast, when thou rememberestahat th
didst once reject Him. Does God embrace Thee in His arms of
love? Remember, once thou liftedst up thine hand of rebellion
against Him. Is thy name written in His book?TAklewas a
time when, if it had been in thy power, thou wouldst have erased
thesacred lines that contained thine own salvation. Can we, dare
we, lift up our wicked head with pride, when all these things
should make us hang our heads down in the deepest humility?
That is one lesson: let us learn another.

This doctrine is true, andetiefore it should be a subject of
the greategjratitud®/hen meditating upon this text yesterday,
the effect it had upon me was one of transport and joy. Oh! |
thought, upon what other condition could | have been saved?
And | looked back upon my pastagst | saw myself piously
trained and educated, but revolting against all that. | saw a
mot her6s tears shed over me in
lost upon me, and yet | found myself saved by grace, and | could
only say, 0Lor dhygrhce,liolifetdrad beeldh e e t h
by merit | had never been saved. If thou hadst waited till there
was something good in me, thou wouldst have waited till | sank
into the hopeless perdition of hell, for good in man there never
would have been, unlessthouhads i r st put it the
I thought i rhlovel dduld goeddyreachoti@htd
t he poor Letime myafd ¢adnot.AOhsinnerbu say
you dare not come to Christ because you have nothing to
recommend you. He does not want anytllimgdommend you;
He will not save you, if you have anything to recommend you, for
Hi s says, ONot for you sake do |
in your ears, and jewels upon you; wash your face, and array
yourself with gold and silver, and go beforetdH and say, oL
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save me; | have washed myself a
0Get you gone! Not for your sak
agai n, and say, oLord, I have p
sackcloth about my loins; see how repentant | am, veddead

my need; now save me!d ONo, 6 sai

on account of your flaunting robes, and now | will not save you
because of your rags; | will save you for nothing about you; if |

do save you, it will be from something in my heartromot
anything you feel. Get ye gonel 6
say, oLord Jesus, there is no re€
saved thereisone in Heaven; Lord, | cannot urge any plea, |

deserve to be lost, | have no excuse to make for sithenyo

apology to offer; Lord, | deserve it, and there is nothing in me

why | should be saved, for if thou wouldst save me | should make

but a poor Christian, after all; | fear that my future works will be

no honour to Tha® | wish they could be, but tlgyace must

make them good, else they will still be bad. But, Lord, thou | have
nothing to bring, and nothing to say for myself, | do say this: |

have heard that thou hast come into the world to save @inners

O Lord, save me!

d the chief of sinners am. 0

| confess | do not feel this as | ought, | do not mourn it as |
ought; I have no repentance to recommend me; nay, Lord, | have
no faith to recommend me either, for | do not believe thy promise
as | ought; but oh! I cling to this text. Lord, thou hastisaid
wilt not do it for my sake. | thank Thee thou hast said that. Thou
couldst not do it for my sake, for | have no reason why thou
shouldst. Lord, | claim thy grac
a s i n nYougodd peo@ehthis doctrine does niittsome
of you; it is too humbling, is it not? You that have kept your
churches regularly, and been to meetings so piously, you that

154



ClassicChristianLibrary.com 233 Free Grace® Ezek. 36:32

never broke the Sabbath, or never swore an oath, or did anything
wrong, this does not suit you. You say it will do vdhtave

preach to harlots, and drunkards, and swearers, but it will not suit
such good people as we are. Ah! well, this is yguotdxt h a v e

not come to cal/l the righteous,
ar e ofiwhod ear e ; you Onebegthat ot a g
are sick.6 Go your way. Christ <c

think you can save yourselves. Do it, and perish in the doing of it.

But | feel that the same gospel that suits a harlot suits me, and

that that free grace which saved Saul of Tlarsisave me, else

I am never saved. Come, let us all go together. We arefall guilty

some more, some less, but all hopelessly guilty. Let us go together

to the footstool of His mercy, and though we dare not look up,

let us lie there in the dust, and sight again, oOLord h
upon us for whom Jesus died. 6

0Just as | am, without one ple
But that thy blood was shed for me,
And that thou bidst me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, [ come, I cCome.

Sinner, come now; come now, | beseech thee; | ¢néeat

come now. O Spirit of the living God, draw them now! Let these
feeble weak words be the means of drawing souls to Christ. Will
you reject my Master again? Will you go out of this house
hardened once more? You may never again have such feelings as
those which are aroused in your soul. Come, now, receive His
mercy; now bend your willing necks to His yoke; and then | know
you shall go away to taste His faithful love, and at last to sing in

Heaven the song of theredeemédUnt o hi m t hat | ov
wasked us from our sins in his own blood, unto him be glory
forever. Amen. o
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00 thou great eternal Jesus,
High and mighty Prince of Peace,
How Thy wonders shine resplendent,
In the wonders of Thy grace:
Thy rich gospel scorns conditions,
Breathesalvation free as air;
Only breathes triumphant mercy,
Baffling guilt, and all despair.

00 the grandeur of the gospel,
How it sounds the cleansing blood;
Shows the bowels of a Saviour,
Shows the tender heart of God.
Only treats of love eternal,
Swdls the albbounding grace,
Nothing knows but life and pardon,
Ful | redemption, endless peace
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A Sermon
Delivered on SabbattMorning, January 16th, 1859,
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At the Music Hall, Royal Surrey Gardens

ONow when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob
said unto hissons, Whydo ye look one upon another? And he said,
Behold, | have heard that there is corn in Egypt: get you down
thither, and buy for us from thence; that we malve, and not de.6
fi Genesis 42:P

Gob in his wisdom hath so made the outward world, that it
is a strange and wonderful picture of the inner world. Nature has
an analogy with grace. The wonders that God does in the heart
of man, each of them finds aalkal, a picture, a metaphor, an
illustration, in the wonders which God performs in providence.
It is the duty of the minister always to look for these analogies.
Our Saviour did so. He is the model preacher: his preaching was
made up of parables, picturéom the outer world,
accommodated to teach great and
mind constituted that we can always see a thing better through a
picture than anyhow else. If you tell a man a simple truth, he does
not see it nearly so well as if yad tt to him in an illustration.
If I should attempt to describe the flight of a soul from sin to
Christ, you would not see it one half so readily as if | should
picture John Bunyanos pilgrim
destruction, with his fingers in b&'s, and hastening with all his
might to the wicket gate. There is something tangible in a picture,
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a something which our poor flesh and blood can lay hold of; and
therefore the mind, grasping through the flesh and the blood, is
able to understand thee& and to appropriate it. Hence the
necessity and usefulness of the minister adwdgavouringp
illustrate his sermon, and to make his discourse as much as
possible like the parables of Jesus Christ.

Now, there are very few minds that can make parables. The
fact is, | do not know of but one good allegory in the English
|l anguage, and that is, the O0Pilg
and analogies are not so easy as some think; most men can
undersand them, but few can create them. Happy for us who are
ministers of Christ, we have no great trouble about this matter;
we have not to make parables; they are made for us. | believe that
Old Testament history has for one of its designs the furnishing of
the Christian minister with illustrations; so that a truth which |
find in the New Testament in its naked form taught me as a
doctrine, | find in the Old Testament cast into a parable. And so
would we use this most excellent ancient book, the Old
Testamentas an illustration of the New, and as a means of
explaining to our minds the truth that is taught to us in a more
doctrinal form in the New Testament.

What, then, do we see in these two verses of thedodyd
chapter of Genesis? We have here a@ictw f mands | ost
heisinasoresedlevouring famine. We di
hope. His hope lies in that Joseph whom he knows not, who has
gone before him and provided all things necessary, that his wants
may be supplied. And we have here priaatieace, which was
preeminently wise on the part of Jacob to his sons in his case, and
which, being interpreted, is also the wisest advice to you and to
me. Seeing that there is mercy for sinners, and that Jesus our
brother has gone before us to provideus an akufficient
redemption, owhy sit we here and
is mercy in the breast of God, t
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down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may live, and
not die. o

Three things, then, tmsorning: firsta pitiful pligisecondly,
good newasd thirdlyexcellent advice.

I. First, A PITIFUL PLIGHT . These sons of Jacob were
overtaken by a famine. We may talk of famines, friends, but none
of us know what they are. We have heard of a famne¢and,
and some dreadful stories have been related to us that have
harrowed our hearts and almost made our hair stand up on end;
but even there the full fury of famine was not known. We have
heard too, to our great grief, that there are still initpisdark
and hideous spots, where men and women are absolutely
perishing from hunger, who have sold from off their backs the
last rags that covered them, and are now unable to leave the house,
and positively perishing of famine. Such cases we haire seen
our daily journals, and our hearts have been sick to think that such
things should now occur. But we cannot any of us guess what is
the terror ofauniversal famine, when all men are poor, because
all men lack bread, when gold and silver are as gafisethe
stones of the street, because mountains of silver and gold would
scarce suffice to buy a single sheaf of wheat. Read the history of
the famine of Samaria, and see the dreadful shifts to which
women were driven, when they did even eat their ospmioff.
Famines are hells on earth. The famine which had overtaken
Jacob was one which, if it had not at the moment of which this
passage speaks, exactly arrived at that dreadful pitch, was sure to
come to it; for the famine was to last for seven yedrsf, an
through the spendthrift character of Eastern nations, they had not
saved in the seven years of plenty enough even for one year, what
would become of them during the sixth or seventh year of famine?
This was the state ofntodwasteebds f &
howling wilderness of famine with but one oasis, and that oasis
they did not hear of till just at the time to which our text refers,
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when they learned to their joy that there was corn in Egypt.
Permit me now to illustrate the condition & Hinner by the
position of these sons of Jacob.

First, the sons of Jacob hadeay graated of bread. There
was a family of sixgix of them. We are apt, when we read these
names of the sons of Jacob, to think they were all lads. Are you
aware, thaBenjamin, the youngest of them, was the father of ten
children, at the time he went into Egypt, so that he was not so
very small a lad at any rate, and all the rest had large families, so
that there were sixgjx to be provided for. Well, a famine is
frightful enough when there is one man who is starvign
there is one brought down to a skeleton through leanness and
hunger: but when six¢yx mouths are craving for bread, that is
indeed a horrible plight to be in. But what is this compared with
thesiner 6s needs! Hi s necessities ¢
supply them; he has a demand before which the demands of sixty
six mouths are as nothing. He has before him the dreadful
anticipation of a hell, from which there is no escape; he has upon
him theheavy hand of God, who has condemned him on account
of his sins. What needs he? Why, all the manna that came down
from heaven in the wilderness
necessities, and all the water that gushed from the rock in the
desert would not bsufficient to quench his thirst. Such is the
need of the sinner, t hat al | t h
would be lost upon him. He needs great mercy; the greatest of
mercy, nay, he needs an infinity of mercy, and unless this be given
him from abovehe is worse than starved, for he dies the second
death, and lives in eternal death, without the hope of annihilation
or escape. The demands of a hungry man are great; but the
demands of a hungry soul are greater still; until that soul gets the
love and mey of God manifested to it, it will always hunger and
always thirst, though it had worlds given itnfouthfuls its
hungry stomach would be still unsatisfied, for nothing but the
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Trinity can fill the heart of man; nothing but an assurance of the
everlasng, immutable love of God, and an application of the
most precious blood of Jesus, can ever stay the terrible hunger of
the sinnerdés soul

Mark, again: what these people wanted wassantial thing.
They did not lack clothes, that were a want, bhingolike the
lack of bread; for a man might exist with but scanty covering.
They did not need luxuri@ghese they might want, and our pity
would not be so much excited; they did not needitesithout
these they might be able to satisfy the cravingsupé: but they
lackedbreaidl that without the fire of life would dwindle to a

spar k, which at |l ast must die ou
bread! é what a cry is that, wher
days of scarcity make that theirevar yr. e &@dB! br ead! 6 w
more dreadful sound than that?
alarming, but o0Bread! bread! é i s
cry of OFire!dé rolls I|like thund:
l' i ke |Iightning, hathrdenshoutdlcrgfors one¢
bread) the absolute necessary for the sustenance of the body!

But what is the sinndéhdwantsvant ?

that without which the soul must perish. Oh! sinner, if it were

health, if it were wealth, if it were corpfevhich thou wert
seeking, then thou mightest sit
without these, 6 but i n -dyihgi s mat |
soul, that is hungering, and it is its salvation, its rescue from the
flames of hell, which now demarig attention. OhWhata
needisthal,t he need of the soul ds s al
and of skeleton bodies? These are frightful things to look upon;

but when we speak of a lack of bread, and of dying perishing souls,
there is something more frighthere. See, then, your case, ye

who are without the grace of God; ye have great neessity,
necessity for essential things.
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Yet again; the necessity of the sons of Jacobtatatane.
They had no bread; there was none to be procured. So long as
they hd some of their own, they could stint themselves, and
diminish their rations, and so, by moderation, maintain
themselves. But they looked into the future, and saw their
children dying with hunger, and not one crust with which to
palliate their pangs. Thegw their wives sickening before them,
and their babes at their breasts, unable to obtain nourishment
from those dry fountains. They saw themselves at length, solitary,
miserable men, with their hands on their loins, bundles of bones,
crawling about the ritss where their children lay dead, and
themselves without strength enough to bury them. They had a
total lack of bread. They might have borne with scarceness: but a
total | ack of bread was horrible
case. It is not th&e has a little grace, and lacks more; but he has
none at all. Of himself he has no grace. Itis not that he has a little
goodness, and needs to be made better, but he has no goodness
at all, no merits, no righteousiiieasthing to bring to God,
nothing tooffer for his acceptance; he is pennilgesgerty
stricken everything is gone whereon his soul might feed. He may
gnaw the dry bones of his own good works; but if the Lord hath
sent conviction into his heart, he will gnaw them in vain; he may
try to bre& the bones of ceremonies, but he shall find that instead
of marrow they contain gall and bitterness. He may hunger and
hunger, because he has positively nothing with which he could
stay his stomach. Such is your case, then. How abject is such a
necessitgys this: a total lack of an essential thing for which you
have an immense need.

But yet worse; with the exception of Egypt, the sons of Jacob
were convinced that there wadood anywhbgdieve the reason
why they looked one upon another was thifrsh one looked
at the other as mu ¢ h as to say,
Coul dnodt you give me some for
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appeal ed to Si me Mychildis dtaavingtmsdi t y o u
day; cannot you help me?d Anoth
perhaps they might fancy that Benjamin the favourite would

surely have some morsel stored up. So they looked one to another.

But soon ala3helook of hope changed into the look of despair.

They were quite certain that the necessities of each house had

been so great, that no one could help the other. They had all come

to poverty; and how can beggars help each other, when all are
penniless? And then they began to look upon one another in
despair. In speechless silence they resigned themselves to the woe
which threatened to overwhel m t
condition, when first he begins to feel a hungering and thirsting
after righteousness, he 1l ooks t
mi ni ster can help me, the priest
oilf or our | amps are gone out. éd Bl
the state of all men is the same, that all are without grace, that
onone can save his brother, or
And apart from Christ we, my dear friends, this morning might

look one on another, aghast and in déspaight try the wide

worl d over, and say O0Whdfite i s s
lay in the very center of the earth we could dig through the rocks

and into the very bowels of the earth to find it. If it wdredren,

we would seek to scale it with some Raladr, that we might

reach the boon. If we had to walk through fire to gain it, we

should gladly accept the burning pilgrimage. Or if we had to walk
through the depths of the sea, we should be contehatbite

billows roll over us, if we might find it. But if every man had to

say to his fellow Othere is no
condemned, we have all been guilty, we can do nothing to appease

t he Most Hi gh; 6 what aewereet ched
equally convinced of sin, and equally convinced that there was no
hope of mer cy! Thi s, t hen, was
temporally, and it is our condition by nature spiritually. We are in
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a land of famine; we have nothing of our own; weuagering,
we are dying of hunger, and our case seems totally hopeless, for
on earth there is nothing to be found to satisfy the raving hunger
of the soul.

Il. Now we come, in the second place, tacthed NEWS.
Jacob had faith, and the ears of faittalavays quiet; faith can
hear the tread of mercy, though the footfall be as light as that of
the angel among the flowers. Though mercy should be a thousand
leagues away, and its journey should occupy ten thousand years,
yet faith could hear its footstems, if is quick of ear and quick
of eye. Nay, more, if God should give a promise which should
never be fulfilled till the old rolling skies were dissolved, faith
would look through all the generations, along the vista of the
centuries, and see the spirfiraimise afar off, and rejoice therein.
Jacob had the ears of faith. He had been at prayer, | doubt not,
asking God to deliver his family in the time of famine; and by
andbye he hears, first of his household, that there is corn in
Egypt. Do you see thetharing? The venerable patriarch sits in
the tentHissons come to pay him their morning obeisance; there
is despair in their faces, they bring their little children with them.
All that the patriarch has he gives; but this morning he adds good

newstohibenedi cti on, he says to thei
Can you conceive how their hearts leaped? He scarcely needs to

add, 0Get you down thither, and
may | ive and not die. 6 Jacob |

communicated it @&peedily as possible to his descendants.

Now, we also have heard the good news. Good news has
been sent to us in the Gospel of
corn in Egypt.o6 We need not die
We need not perihthere is mercy in the Most High. We need
not think thatwe must necessarily be lost; there is a way of
salvation; there is a hope of estagewe not receive the tidings
in joy? Do not our hearts rejoice within us at the thought that we
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are not hopelessly condemned, but that the Lord may yet have
mercy upon udfow, we have better news than even Jacob had,;
although the news is similar, understanding it in a spiritual sense.
First, we are told tday by sure and certain witnesses, that
there is corn in Egypt, t her e
might have eceived hiifn idle tales are told everywhere, and in
days of famine men are very apt to tell a falsehood, thirdting
to be true which they wish were so. The hungry man is apt to
hope that there may be corn somewhere; and then he thinks there
is; and theme says there is; and then, what begins with a wish
comes to be a rumor and a report. But this day, my friends, it is
no idle talk; no dream, no rumor of a deceiver. There is mercy
with God, there is salvation with him, that he may be feared. The
fountainis filled to the brim; the granaries are full of the good old
corn of the kingdom. There is no reason why we should perish.
By sure infallible, and certain witness, we are told upon the very
oath of God himself; that there is salvation for the sons of men.
But Jacob did not know how much corn there was in Egypt. He
said there was corn, but he did not khowmuch. Now, today,
we are something like Jacob. There is mercy with God; we do not

know, any of us, how much. 00
hungy soul, that all the granaries of Egypt would not be enough
for me. 6 Ah, but , poor soul

though you should want an infinite supply. The-sixty the
family of Jacob would make a heavy draw upon the granaries of
anynation; but yet, so abundant were the storehouses in every

city, that we do not read that Joseph missed all that he gave them.

So itis with you. Your necessities are immense, but nothing equal
to the supply. Your soul requires great mercy, but you will no
more exhaust the mercy of God than the taking a cup full of water
out of the sea would exhaust its fullness. High above the summits
of your mountaksins the stars of grace are shining.
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There is another thing in which we have the start of Jacob.
Jacob kew there was corn in Egypt, but did not know who had

the keeping of it. I f he had kno
sons, go down at once to Egypt, do not be at all afraid, your
brother is |lord of Egypt, and al

more | canreadily imagine that he would have gone himself,
forthwith. And Simeon and the rest though they might feel a little
abashed, when they thought of timkindnesghat they had
shown to their brother, when they began to feel a little hungry, if
theyhadknow al |l about Joseph, woul d
fear to go and submit ourselves to him, for we know he has a
gracious and loving heart and would never let his poor brethren
die of hunger. o6 Sinner, the merc
key except thoseser which Christ has the power. The granaries
of heavends mercy have no stewar
is exalted on high to give repentance and remission of sins. And
the keys of grace are swinging at the girdle of your own brother;
he who died foyou, he who loved you so much, that he loved
you better than he did himself. He has the keys of grace, and will
you fear to go? Will you tremble to go to these rich stores of
mercy when they are in the hands of a loving, tender, and ever
gracious Lord? & this is good news, that all the grace is in the
hands of Jesus.

There is yet another thing which the sons of Jacob knew
nothing of. When they went to Egypt, they went orhhaprd.
If they knew there was corn, they were not sure they would get it.
Butwhen you and | go to Christ, we are invited guests. Suppose
now you should have it in your heart to invite some of the most
ragged people of London to your house; you give to each of them
an invitation, and they come to the door, perhaps they are half
astamed to come in, and want to steal round the back way; but if
they should meet you, they are n
was not afraid to come, because you sent me an invitation. If it
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had not been for that, although | might have known your
geneosity, although I might have known you could afford to help

me, | should not have dared to come if you had not sent me an
invitation. 6 Now Joseph sent no
Jesus has sent an invitation to you. To each of you who are

perishingi nhners he has said, OWhosoe
take of the water of Iife freel:
cometh wunto me | wi || i n no Wwi s

messengers and bidden them cry,
come ye tthe waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy,

and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without
price. 6 Now, sinner |, you need ne
invited. Christ Jesus invites; he invites the hungry, he invites the
weay. Such are yéuboth hungry and weary. He invites the

heavy laddén such are you. Come and welcome, then. You need

not go on hagnhazard, you have the invitation and the promise.
Wherefore look ye then at one another? Arise and come to Christ;
arise and comte his cross. May he now prove in you his power

to save!

But one other remark, and | will have done with this second
point. The sons of Jacob were in one respect better off than you
are apparently, for they had money with which to buy. Jacob was
not a poo man in respect of wealth, although he had now become
exceedingly poor from lack of bread. His sons had money to take
with them. Glittering bars of gold they thought must surely attract
the notice of the ruler of Egypt. You have no money, nothing to
bringto Christ, nothing to offer him. You offered him something
once, but he rejected all you offered him as being spurious coin,
imitations, counterfeits, and good for nothing. And now utterly
stripped, hopeless, penniless, you say you are afraid to gg to Chr
because you have nothing of your own. Let me assure you that
you are never in so fit a condition to go to Christ as when you
have nowhere else to go to, and have nothing of your own. But
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you reply, ol should | ike at | e
would be something of your ofvryou must go to Christ with

not hing. 0OBut I wi sh | coul d b
something of your own. You want to get your own faith to bring

to Christ. No, you must go to C

must reform mself before | can believe that Christ will have
mercy upon me. o6 Your fancied ref
grace, rather than prepare you for it. Reformation before grace is
frequently a step backward instead of forward. That reformation
may confirm yoin selfrighteousness, but it cannot bring you to
Christ. Go as you are. At a hospital, the best recommendation is
sickness. He that is a little sick needs some help to get him there,
but let me be run over in the street, and be near to die, and | need
nothing to recommend me to the hosfitapen flies the door,
and | am taken in directly. So a condition of your lost and ruined
state is the only recommendation you need in going to Christ. Just
now a lot of people want to bestow their charity, and theyt do n
know how to get at the lowest class of the poor; they want to lay
hold of those whose beds are made of straw; they desire to gain
knowledge of those low lodgipigces of the very poor, which
are worse than the places that beasts inhabit. Thesenaga the
they want to find; and the greater the poverty the more
recommendation. So in your case. Your woes plead with God.
Your wants, your misery, your helplessness, yarsalts, these
are the orators that move the heart of God towards you, but
nothing ése. Come just as you are, with nothing in your hand, to
Jesus Christ, who is Lord over the land of mercy, and will not
send you empty away.

lll. Thus | have noticed the good news as well as the pitiful
plight. | come now to the third part, whichGGOD ADVICE.

Jacob asks, oWwhy do ye |l ook one
Behold, | have heard that there is corn in Egypt: get you down
thither, and buy for us from the
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This is very practical advice. | wish people wouldeasathe

with religion as they do in temj
say, OWell, that is very good ne
and die. No, they went straightway to the place of which the good

news told them corn was to be had. So shdudim matters of

religion. We should not be content merely to hear the tidings, but

we should never be satisfied until by divine grace we have availed
ourselves of themd and have fo
ministers do in fact tell poor awakened sinaéxs inactive; they

say to them something likethd You must wait, you
till Christ comes to you.O6 They
had an issue of blood, from pushing through the crowd to lay
hold upon the hem ofheytwbultl biRe d e e me
the man who is crying aloud by the wayside to hold his tongue; to

sit still quietly till Christ should turn and look upon him. They

cannot endure that Christ Jesus shimwitemen to his feast,

much less that the servants of the Lord shemttkavor to

compel them to come in. They excuse the sinner and even dare

to teach that the rejection of Christ by the sinner, is no sin at all.

Now, as in the sight of God, | do fear such men are guilty of the

blood of souls. | would not stand in the posiof a man who

talks like that for all the stars thrice reckoned up in gold. | cannot
understand that; | cannot understand that when my Master said,
oOLabour not for the meat whi ch
which endureth unto everlasting life, wthehSon of man shall

give unto you: for him hath God
tell a sinner to sit still. Wher
look not behind thee; stay not in all the plain; but flee to the

mountai n, | e st amltogouo Sndom,@amdisay u me d
to Lot, oO0Stop here till the Lorc
of a surety, that salvation is t

alone; but we equally know of a surety, that when the Lord works,
he sets us to work. When harks in our soul, the Lord does not
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believe; he has nothing to believe, he makes us believe. When the
Lord works repentance, he does not repent what has he to repent
of? He makes us repent. The Lord brought Lot out of Sodom,
but did not Lot use his own &t run to the mountain? And so
it must be with us. Christ does all, but he makes us the
instruments. He tells us to stretch out our own withered hand,
and yet we do not stretch forth that withered hand of ourselves.
He tells us to do it, and we do itihgh his strength. Tell a sinner
to sit stilll What does hell desire more than that? Tell a sinner to
wait; would not Satan approve of such a ministry? And does he
not approve of it? Ah, my brethren, he that loves his Master, he
that loves the gospel, Hed t |l oves mends soul s
such untruthful and unchristian doctrine. He feels that the
humanity within him is much more the grace within him, revolts
against a thing so barbarous and so inhuman as that. No, when
we preach to the sinner, wemugtsa o him, oO0Thou kn
need, thou feelest that thou canst not be saved except through
mercy in Christ. Look to him, believe on him, seek him, and thou
shalt find him.é

But | have heard it said, that if a sinner seeks Christ without
Christ seeking hitme will perish. Now what an absurd thing for
anybody to say. Because, did a sinner, or could a sinner ever seek
Christ without Christ seeking him. | never like to suppose an

i mpossibility, and then draw an
one,lknowdidoa sinner should come to
coming to him, he would be | ost.

is supposing a thing that cannot happen; and what is the good of
that? Sometimes people have put to me this qiiesti®u p p o s e
a child of Godshould live in sin, and die in sin, would he be

saved?dé6 The thing is impossible.
difficulty, you must suppose yourself out of it. It is like the old

supposition, OSuppose the moon w
becomeofusro a dar k night?06 So, suppo
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to Christ without Christ coming to him, what could be the result?

It is supposing an impossibility, and then drawing an absurdity
from it. Christ said, O0No man c
Father which hatk ent me draw him. 6 I f a
drawn, or he would not have come. It is mine, therefore, to exhort

the sinner to come to Christ; it
the exhortation, and draw the sinner to Christ.

Lastly, let me putthisige st i on, OWhy do vy
another?6 Why do ye sit stildl
says one, o0l cannot get what
expect? | believe some of our hearers expect to feel an electric
shock, or something of thkind, before they are saved. The
gospel says simply, oBeliever. o
They think there is to be something so mysterious about it. They
canot make out what it i s ; but t
believe. Well, you wiliait till doomsday; for if you do not believe
this simple gospel, o0Believe on
not work signs and wonders to please your foolish desires. Your
position is thi8 you are a sinner, lost, ruined; you cannot help
yourself. Scriptr e says, ©0Jesus Christ ca
sinners. o0 Your i mmediate busines
cast yourself on that simple promise, and believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, that as he came into the world to save sinners, he
has theref@ come to save you. What you have to do with, is that
simple commarido Bel i eve on the Lord Jes
shalt he saved. 6 Now take the so
sooner had their father told them what they had to do than the
first thing theylid was, they went and fetched their empty sacks.

Now do the same. OWhat is the g
is no corn in them. 6 No | know |
your empty sacks and have them filled. Bring out your sins; bring

out all the ggravation of your sins; cast them all at the feet of

Christ, and make your confession. There is no salvation in

e |
? F
[ €
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confession, but still you cannot have salvation without it. You

must make a full and free confession of yourcsM¢h at , t o vy o
s i Iram étremely obliged to you. | would not hear your sins on

any account. No sum of money would be sufficient compensation

for the impurity that must accrue to any man who shall hear
anotherdés sins. |l would not tell
No, make youconfessions to God. Go to your closet; shut to

your door; then pull out your empty séetsat is, make a full

confession of your sins; tell the Lord that you are a wretch undone
without his sovereign grace. When you have done that, you say,

what next? Thenast away all hope you ever had or have, put

away all trust in your good works and everything else; and what

next? Cast yourself simply on this great truth, that Jesus Christ
came to save sinners, and you shall rise from your knees a happier
man. Or ifthatis not the case, try it again, and again, and again,

and it shall not fail you. Prayer and faith were never lost. He who
confessed his sins and sought the Saviour never roughs in vain.
When | was first convinced of sin, yet a lad, | did go to God and

| cried for mercy with all my might, but | did not find it. | do not
think | knew what the gospel wa !
in that; and many a day, in every room of the house in which |

lived, as each room became unoccupied, upon an occasion, have

| spent hours in prayer, the tears rolling down my cheeks, and
straining myself in an agony of desire to find Christ and find
salvation. But it never came. It was not until | heard that simple
doctrine, OLook unto me and be vy
prayers were a kind of righteousness of my own that | was relying

on them, and consequent was on the wrong road. Then did the

Holy Spirit enable me to look to Christ hanging on the cross. |

did not give up my prayers, but | did put the Lord Jesus, tbie obje

of my faith, far above all prayers, and then when | had looked to

him hanging, dying, bleeding, my soul rejoiced, and | fell upon

my knees no more to cry with agony, but to exclaim with delight,
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oLor d, | beli eve; hel p dapbou min
instead of simply | ooking to Chr
not wash in Jordan and be clean. | will wait till Elijah comes out
and strikes the leper with his hand; | will not look to the brazen
serpent. That is legal preaching, that is Amuioietrine. | will
wait till the serpent knocks ric
never come. But having looked simply to Christ, | cast all my
other trust away; and how my soul rejoices in the liberty
wherewith Christ makes his people free. Sotghalhith you.
The gospel is this day freely preached to you. Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, came down from heaven, was born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate; and was crucified for sin.
Turn now your eyes to yonder cross. Behold a Godngxpir
Behold the Infinite hanging on the tree in pangs. Those sufferings
must save you; will you rely upon them? Without any other trust,
shall the cross be the unbuttressed pillar of your hope? If so, you
aresaved. The moment you believe in Jesus, teerRed you
aresaved, your sins are forgiven; God has accepted you as his
child; you are in a state of grace; you are passed from death unto
life. Not only are you not condemned but you never shall be.
There is for you a crown, a harp, a mansion, inaimesref the
glorified. Oh that God may help you now to go down into Egypt
for heavenly corn, and may you return with your sacks full to the
brim.

In conclusion, | make this last renfarRid you notice the
argument Jacob used why the sons should go tt? Hgwas
thilh o That we may | ive, and not di e
with thee this morning. My dear hearers, the gospel of Christ is a
matter of life and death with you. It is not a matter of little
importance, but adllimportance. There is ateahative before
you; you will either be eternally damned, or everlastingly saved.
Despise Christ, and neglect his great salvation, and you will be
lost, as sure as you live. Believe in Christ; put your trust alone in
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him, and everlasting life is yours.atdrgument can be more

potent than this to men that love themselves? Are you prepared

for everlasting burnings? Friend, art thou ready to make thy bed

in hell, and to be lost? If so, reject Christ. But if thou desirest to

be blessefibrever to be accepteof God in the tremendous day

of judgment, and to be crowned by him in the day of the reward,

| beseech thee, hear again the
believeth in the Lord Jesus Christ and is baptized, shall be saved,

but he that believethnotsiale damned. 6 For thi s
it is yet again preached to you, and this is its solitary miandate
oBelieve in the Lord Jesus Chri
Lord, help us now to believe, if we have not believed before, for
Jesusd sake!
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A Sermon
Delivered on SabbattMorning, January 23rd, 1859,
by the
REV. C. H. SPURGEON
At the Music Hall, Royal Surrey Gardens

00 wretched man that | am | who shall deliver me from the
body of thisdeath? | thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord
i Romans 7:24

IF | CHOSEto occupy your time with controversial matter, |
might prove to a demonstration that the apostle Paul is here
describing his own experience as a Christian. Some have affirmed
tha he is merely declaring what he was before conversion, and
not what he was when he became the recipient of the grace of
God. But such persons are evidently mistaken, and | believe
wilfully mistaken; for any amyblearted, candid mind, reading
through thischapter, could not fall into such an error. It is Paul
the apostle, who was not less than the very greatest of the
apostled it is Paul, the mighty servant of God, a very prince in
Il srael, one of fitibRaulKhe pamttasdthei ght y
apostewh o here excl ai ms, 00 wretche
Now, humble Christians are often the dupes of a very foolish
error. They look up to certain advanced saints and able ministers,

and they say, oSurely, such men
they do not carend with the same evil passions as those which
vex and trouble me. 6 Ah! i f they

they could read their inward conflicts, they would soon discover
that the nearer a man lives to God, the more intensely has he to
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mourn over 8 own evil heart, and the more his Master honors

him in his service, the more also doth the evil of the flesh vex and
tease him day by day. Perhaps, this error is more natural, as it is
certainly more common, with regard to apostolic saints. We have
beenm the habit of sayin§aintPaul, and&Gaintiohn, as if they

were more saints than any other of the children of God. They are

all saints whom God has called by his grace, and sanctified by his
Spirit; but somehow we very foolishly put the apostles and the
early saints into another list, and do not venture to look on them

as common mortals. We look upon them as some extraordinary
beings, who could not be men of like passions with ourselves. We
are told in Scripture that our ¢
l' i ke as we are; 6 and yet we f a
imagining that the apostles, who were far inferior to the Lord
Jesus, escaped these temptations, and were ignorant of these
conflicts. The fact is, if you had seen the apostle Paul, you would
have thought he was remarkably like the rest of the chosen family:
and if you had talked with him,
| find that your experience and mine exactly agree. You are more
faithful, more holy, and more deeply taught than |, butaxmu
theselfsamerials to endure. Nay, in some respects you are more
sorely tried than |1 .6 Do not 1| oo
exempt either from infirmities or sins, and do not regard them

with that mystic reverence which almost makes you an idolater.
Their hoiness is attainable even by you, and their faults are to be
censured as much as your own. I
force his way into the inner circle of saintship; and if these saints
were superior to us in their attainments, as they gantein| let

us follow them; let us press forward up to, yea, and beyond them,

for | do not see that this is impossible. We have the same light
that they had, the same grace is accessible to us, and why should
we rest satisfied until we have distancedithiétra heavenly race?

Let us bring them down to the sphere of common mortals. If
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Jesus was the Son of man , and ve
flesh of our flesh; 6 so were th
error to suppose that they were not the sisbjicthe same
emotions, and the same inward trials, as the very meanest of the
people of God. So far, this may tend to our comfort and to our
encouragement, when we find that we are engaged in a battle in
which apostles themselves have had to fight.

And now we shall notice this morning, fitkg two natures,
secondlyheir constant bétiletly, we shall step aside and look at
the weary wardon,d hear him cry, 00 wr et
and then we shall turn our eye in another direction, atithsee
fainting warrior girding up his loins to the conflict, and becoming
an expectant vietdr,i | e he shout s, ol t han
Christ our Lord. 6

I. First, thenTHE TWO NATURES . Carnal men, unrenewed
men, have one natére nature which theyharited from their
parents, and which, through the ancient transgression of Adam,
is evil, only evil, and that continually. Mere human nature, such
as is common to every man, has in it many excellent traits, judging
of it between man and man. A merelyrahtoan may be honest,
upright, kind, and generous, he may have noble and generous
thoughts, and may attain unto a true and manly speech; but when
we come to matters of true religion, spiritual matters that concern
God and eternity, the natural man camalhing. The carnal
mind, whose ever mind it may be, is fallen, and is at enmity to
God, does not know the things of God, nor can it ever know
them. Now, when a man becomes a Christian, he becomes so
through the infusion ofeaddn new n
trespasses and sins, o6 owithout C
Spirit enters into him, and implants in him a new principle, a new
nature, a new life. That life is a high, holy and supernatural
principle, it is, in fact the divine nature, a ray tlmmgreat
OFather of Lights; o6 it is the Sp
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