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1834-1892

“The Prince of Preachers”

Charles Haddon Spurgeon was born in
Kelvedon, Essex, on June 19, He lived
his first 18 months there.

He moved to live with his grandparents
I 835 in Stambourne. His grandfather was a
Congregational minister. His 18-year-

old aunt Ann loved him and taught him to read.

When hus father became the minister of
a Congregational church in Colchester,
he returned to live with his parents, He

now had a younger brother, James, and two younger sisters.
He played the role of their teacher.

He enrolled in his third school, at Mew-
markel, for one year,

On January 6th, with deep conviction
of sin, a severe snowslorm changed his
plans and he ended up in a Primitive

Methodist Church in Ceolchester. A layman preached that
morning on: “Look unto Me, and be ye sa ed.,.” Sitting
under the gallery, he *looked” and was "saved.”

He immediately undertook the task of distributing tracts
while he visted 70 homes every week.

He walked eight miles on a chilly May 3rd to be baptized
by the Rev. W. W. Cantlow of Isleham. It was his mother's
birthday.

He moved to Cambridge that summer and joined the 5t.
Andrew Street Baptist Church, There he fell under the
influence of James Vinter and his “Layman Preacher’s Asso-
ciation,” which thrust him into a public speaking
experience.

He became the pastor of the Water-
beach Baptist Chapel in October. His
two years there saw the village trans-

formed and the congregation grow from 40 to 4. Tt was
here that he first started his printing ministry by producing
his “Waterbeach Tracts.”

He spoke to a Sunday School Union at
1853 Cambridge in November. A Mr. George
Gould from London's New Park Street

Chapel was present and reported most favorably to Mr
William Olney. Mr Olney then extended an invitation for
Spurgeon to speak on Sunday, December 18, at New Park
Street Chapel. Spurgeon agreed and spoke from James 1:17.

5|:|urgr.=f|n supplied for three Sundays
in January, as requested, and was called
to be their new pastor. Benjamin Keach

and John Gill had previously pastored that church.
Spurgeon agreed to the call in April.

OCn April 20th he sent a gift of the Pilgrim’s Progress to
Susannah Thompson. She was later to become his wife.

Mr. Joseph Passmore, a publisher and
member of the church, encouraged the
new minister to publish his sermons so

that others could enjoy them. The first of these Fruny Pulpit
messages came off the press on January 7th. This continued
after his death until 1917, producing 3,561 sermons, which
were bound in 62 volumes. This ministry left Spurgeon
financially independent, allowing him to minister without a
salary from the church.

Included in his publications are his monthly The Sword
aned the Trowel, plus 140 other titles. These include seven
volumes on the Treasury of David, which ook 20 years to
complete and sold over 148,000 volumes while he was liv-
ing. His two devotional volumes, Morning Iy Morning and
Evening by Evening had sold 230,000 while he lived. His
work on Commentating and Commentaries required an exam-
ination of nearly 4,000 books, of which he made comment
on 1,437 of them., When he compiled Our Chon Hymnbook for
his own congregation, he included some of his own com-
positions of the metric versions of the Psalms. Add to all
this some 500 personal letters he wrote every week, in
longhand.

In February, because the chapel had become overcrowded
and needed to be repaired, Spurgeon moved to the Exeter
Hall. It could seat 4,000 and still allow another 1,000 to
stand and hear the message, It was packed for every ser-
vice, with hundreds being turned away. Remarkable, when
you consider that the renovated chapel would still seat only
1500, with additional space for another 500 to stand.

In July, Spurgeon first met a Mr. Thomas Medhurst. He
was a converted actor who had engaged in preaching on the
streets, Spurgeon offered to give him one afternoon a week
for instruction in theology and on practical matters. The
Pastor's College was to develop from this association when,
in 1857, a second student applied for such assistance.
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On January 8th Spurgeon and Miss
Susannah Thompson were married,
aflter an 18-month engagement.

Spurgeon was of medium height; his chest was powerful;
the upper part of his legs were shorter than usual, while his
head was larger than usual. He began growing his beard in
his.early 30s. When he first arrived in London he had long,
badly trimmed, unkempt hair He wore black satin stock-
ings and a blue pocket handkerchief with white spots. He
was he talk of all London,

In June a commitiee was [ormed for the building of a
Metropolitan Tabernacle.

On September 10th the Spurgeons moved into their new
home - the Helensburgh House. They were Lo live there for
the next 23 yvears. The Helensburgh House of today is not
the same as the one into which they moved. When Mrs.
Spurgeon became ill in the late 18605, she moved to
Brighton for her health, and a Me Higes, with his son, both
members of the church, tore down the old house and com-
pletely rebuilt it A small closet had now both hot and cold
running water entering the house. During that sickness
Mrs. Spurgeon was trealed by the famous 5ir James Simp-
son, the discoverer of chloroform.

Their twins were born 10 days after they first moved to
Helensburgh House, arriving on September 20th.

Mounling opposition to Spurgeon, both secular and
religions, caused him to lose the uwse of the Exeter Hall.
Spurgeon then decided 1o use the Surrey Gardens Music
Hall. This location had 10,000 seats. The first service was
held on Oclaber 9th, for which the Hall was full and thou-
sands were turned away. During the opening prayer, some-
one in the balcony yvelled, "Fire!” Another voice on the
ground floor shouted, "The balconies are falling!™ The stair-
ways were crowded and a panic ensued, causing a railing lo
give way., Some fell from the balcony to the ground floor
and were killed. Seven died, 28 were taken to the hospital,
and Mr. Spurgeon physically collapsed. This event for him
was both tragic and traumatic. However, by November 23rd
Mr. Spurgeon had recovered and he returned to reconvens

services at the Music Hall. [t was believed that this tragic
event was engineered by those who resented him.

Two events of significance occurred this
vear. The first was that a second student
applied for Mr. Spurgeon’s tutorage

and this gave birth to the formation of the Pastor's College.
The following facts speak for this endeavor:

Mr. George Rogers was the first principal. He was a Con-
gregationalist and the school, with board, was conducted in
his own home, It consisted of a two-vear course with nei-
ther exams, diplomas nor cost. In fact, the school provided
beds, food, cothing, books and pocket money, The student
was tulored in mathematics, logic, homiletics, pastoral the
ology, English composition, Greek and Hebrew., When an
evening college was later added which included shorthand,
attendance grew to 300 Mr. Spurgeon addressed these
future ministers on Friday afternoons, and his comments
evolved into Lectures to my Sindents. Within eight years there
was a student body of 93 students and they had formed 18
new churches. One student, for example, look over a work
with only 18 people, but, within a few vears, had baptized
over 800 new converts: Within the first 12 years of the
school's existence, the students were collectively responsi-
ble for baptizing 39,000 converts. Two of these graduates
had become evangelists who, in one vear alone, had con-
ducted 1100 services. When one of the students preached
during a six-week absence of Mr. Spurgeon, 400 people pro-
fessed conversion.

D. L. Moody spoke at the Tabernacle in 1884 and made
reference to “the 600 servants of God who have gone oul
from this college.”

The college did not have its own building until 1873, [ was
situated immediately behind the Tabernacle, In 1923, the
college and the Tabernacle became disassociated,

On Qctober 7, Spurgeon addressed an
I 85 8 audience of 23,654 at the Cryslal Palace.
He preached from John 1:2%: *Behold




the Lamb of God..." The gathering was occasioned out of
sympathy for those who suffered in the Indian mutiny, and
it voiced a Christian view contrary to thal taken by the
British government. A relief fund was instituted and the
offering was L6735,

Cin August 15th, the foundation stone
5 for the future Metropolitan Tabernacle
was laid. The property had been pur-

chased at Newington Butts for L5,000 and Spurgeon deter-
mined that the L13,000 estimated cost would be paid by the
time the project would be completed. He traveled to preach
with the previous agreement that half of the offering would
go to this project and the other half to that local church. The
Tabernacle eventually cost L31,000 and took bwo years to
build. It was paid for at completion.

His travels included a wvisit to Paris
where he received favorable response
from the Roman Catholic Press of that

city. He also visited Geneva, where he was flattered by the
honor of preaching in Calvin's pulpit; wearing Calvin’s
EOWTL

On March 18th, the Tabernacle was
opened. The first services were prayer
meetings and the first Sunday service

took place on the 31st. In the first two yvears of Spurgeon’s
Landon ministry, the membership grew from less than 100
active members to over 2,000. These were active because, if
they moved from London, died or were absent from four
Communions, their names were dropped from member-
ship, (Communion was admitted by ticket only; all mem-
bers were required to be present.) The membership grew
when someone applied for baptism. “Public invitations”
were never given, They were required to give evidence of *a
change of affection,” as well as a desire to share their faith.

The Tabernacle served two functions. It was first and fore-
most a house of salvation. The first menth of its existence
brought 77 new members by baptism; the next month, 72;
the next, 121, etc. Spurgeon spent every Tuesday alternoon
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interviewing “approved” candidates. Owver 70 every year
were not accepted, being referred to Mrs. Barllett's class for
further instruction.

The second function of the Tabernacle was “service.” The
doors were open daily from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. There
was continuous traffic to and from the building. Sixty-six
subsidiary institutions, or "societies,” were serviced from
this center. The church eventually had 40 missions in the
greater London area. Meals were constantly being served.
For example, the Christian Butcher’s Association held its
annual meeting there, serving 1,600 people. They had 1,00
children enrolled in their Sunday School, engaging 100
teachers. On Sunday evenings there were as many as 1,000
members employed in various ministries outside the Taber-
nacle and every three months Spurgeon would request his
congregation not to come to the services the following Sun-
day evening so that the unsaved might hear the gospel. This
had to be done in the form of a request because admission
was by ticket only until five minutes before opening. Those
lickets were sold annually, No offerings were ever taken,
“tickets” being the only form of income available. (Spurgeon
would receive large donations, from members and non-
members alike, for the various enterprises.)

Before Spurgeon’s death, the membership had risen to
5,328; 127 lay ministers were serving in and around
London. There were 23 mission stations, fora total of 4,000
seats, conducting 27 Sunday Schools, with 8,000 students
taught by 600 teachers.

On June 5th, Spurgeon preached his
famous sermon on “Eaptiﬁmal
Regeneration.” The influence of the

“Tractarian Movement,” or the Oxford Group, under the
leadership of John Henry Mewman, had caused a landslide
toward Rome in the Anglican Church. Evangelicals within
the Anglicans, under the leadership of |. C. Ryle, resisted
the lrend. Spurgeon felt, in spite of their good influence on
that denomination, that their position was one of compro-
mise on the issue of “infant baptism.” Spurgeon believed
that it proposed a “gospel of works” and he boldly stood
against it He honestly expected an adverse effect on the
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sale of his sermons, but he was wrong. This one sermon
immediately sold 180,000 copies, and the sales soon
increased to 350,000, Nevertheless, this stand did cost him
vonsiderably. Many of his good supporters, Lord Shaftesb-
ury amaong them, felt that he had betrayved their confidence.

This was not the first time that Spurgeon’s convictions led
him into conflict. Sometime before the Civil War, a black
man who had escaped slavery spoke for Spurgeon on a
Sunday evening. Americans were outraged and demanded
to know his views on the subject. Spurgeon wrote for an
American publication:

“..with a slaveholder I have no fellowship of
any sort or kind ... | would as soon think of
receiving & murderer into my church ... as a
man-stealer.”

His American publishers suspended their printing of his
writings, and effigies of him were burned in several places.

He began The Sword and the Trowel the following year. This
was a monthly publication. The edifying that he accom-
plished by the “Trowel” was not te soften the cutting he
intended with the “Sword.” Look, for example, at his
famous Dowen-Grade article of August 1887, The background
is as follows:

Darwin published his Origin of Spectes in 18549, [ts influ-
ence was such that, by the "60s, “higher criticism” was in
Bible College classrooms and, by the “70s, it was in the
pulpits. It became so widespread that it provoked the Secre-
tary of the Baptist Union, Dr. 5. H. Booth, to appraise
Spurgeon of its influence. Booth specified the preachers and
quoted their comments, leaving no doubt that they had left
the historic faith. However, he requested Spurgeon not Lo
expose his confidences. Spurgeon then attempted to get the
Union to adopt a Statement of Faith. Failing, he openly
accused the Union of apostasy, but, honoring Booth's
request, his charges were unsubstantiated and he was most
severely criticized.
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Two months after his first attack, he followed up his
charges with the following:

"With deep regret we abstain from assembling
with those whom we dearly love and heartily
respect, since it would involve us in a con-
federacy with those with whom we can have no
fellowshipin the Lord.”

The financial loss for this stand was most severe. Among
others, the donor of the largest financal contributions to his
orphanage, almshouses and College withdrew his suppaort.
Mote that Spurgeon did among Baptists what he expected
Ryle to do among Anglicans,

Spurgeon organized the Metropolitan
Tabernacle Colportage Association, A
similar work in Scotland prompied the

organization of men who would sell Bibles and other liter-
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ature from door to door. Each man was promised L40 a vear,
on condition that he make at least the same amount by his
sales. He was to be considered first a missionary, then a
preacher, and finally a pastor. Two men pioneered the work,
recounting greal reports of people won to Christ. Within
three years Lhere were 15 men, By 1878, there were 94 col-
porteurs, reporting the remarkable number of 926,290 vis-
its. The work grew even larger in the vears thal followed.

The popularity of Spurgeon had not
diminished. While the Tabernacle was
being renovated, Spurgeon used the

Agricultural Hall in Islington. It was nearly three times the
size of the Tabernacle and located in north Londen, some
distance away, With 15,000 chairs and standing room to
accommodate another 5,000, thousands were =il turned
away.

Al a prayer meeting the previous year, Spurgecn asked
the Lord “for some new work,” and that “the means also
may be sent,” A few days later, a Mrs, Hillyard, the widow
of a Church of England clergyman, offered 120,000 for the
training of orphaned boys. Spurgeon secured two and a hall
acres at Stockwell, ‘about a mile from the Tabernacle. The
children would walk “crocodile style” 1o sing at the Taberna-
cle an a Sunday evening. A girl’s orphanage was added 12
years later. The childrien were accommodated in houses, 14
{0 a house, under the supervision of a matron, The facilities
were built in typical Spurgeonic fashion: There was a gym-
nasium, an Olympic style swimming pool, and an
“infirmary,”

In October, Spurgeon was bedridden as a victim of rheu-
malic gout; This condition was to plague him for the rest of
his life. His grandfather also had suffered from it.

The expanding ministries and his

decreasing health made it evident that
B

“the gov'nor” as his students called

him, needed an assistant. He had eight men who handled

George Rogers

various. responsibilities, bul none of them could substitute
for him. His own brother James was selected for the sk,
James was well suited and became the comptroller of the
entire Spurgeon enterprises, Years laler, in the “down-
grade” controversy, when the Unjon proposed a compro-
mise motion between Spurgeon and the liberals, it was
lames who seconded the motion.
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The Stockwell Orphanage

In Movember Spurgeon, his publisher,
and two friends traveled to ltaly
Spurgeon’s deteriorating health had

plunged him into deep depression. They visited several
countries and, on their way home, they stopped in Men-
tone, in southern France. It was then decided that he would
make that his winter retreat. He spent nearly every winter
thereafter in Menlone.

On September 21st, Spurgeon, who
8 ; 4 had not been baptizing because of his
failing health, descended the steps for

the honor of baptizing his 18-year-old sons, Charles and
Thomas,

Adter preaching thee first Sunday of the
year, Spurgeon was absent for 12
straighl Sundays due to illness. On Fri-

day, April 16th, Moady and Sankey preached at the Taber-
nacle, bul Spurgeon was unable to attend. 1t was this year,
according to a biographer, that the preacher atlempted to
alter his style from the energetic, sudden bursts of aratory
to a subdued emphasis on the message, that “he might be
hidden behind the cross,”

The Spurgeons moved to Beulah Hill,
in Morwood, named “"Westwood.” ts
nine acres sprawled down a hillside,

accommodating stables, gardens, pond and pasture. The
Helensburgh House in which they had formerly lived sold
for nearly enough to cover the cost of the new house. Ney-
ertheless, he was severely criticized in the press.

[ L. Moody came once again to preach
for Spurgeon on June 19th, his S0th
birthday, His father his wife and his

son Charles were present for the occasion, Mr Moody
acknowledged the enormous influence Spurgeon had had
on his own life before he ever decided to becomea preacher.

1887
1891

This was the vear of the “"down-grade”
controversy, and Spurgeon withdrew
from the Baptist Union,

Spurgeon preached his last sermon at
the Tabernacle on June 7th. 1t was on
the topic, “The statute of David for the

“Westivood”




sharing of the spoil.” He was now suffering from a combina-
tion of rheumatism, gout and Brighl's disease. A specialist
was called in. Two prayver meetings were held daily at the
Tabernacle, Prayers were also offered at Westminster Abbey
and 5t. Paul’s Cathedral, as well as by the Chief Rabbi in
London. Expressions of sympathy were received from the
Prince of Wales, the Prime Minister, and several members of
‘arliament. He recovered slightly in Seplember and, by the
end of Oclober, he traveled to Mentone, France and settled
inlo the Hotel Beau Rivage, During his absence the pulpit
was occupied by an American, Dr. A, T. Pierson,

Mr. Spurgeon passed away al 11:00
p-m, on sunday, January 31st, The
news was headlined in the London

newspapers on Lhe following Monday moming. According
to French law, the body was required lo remain in the hotel
for 24 hours. A service was conducted at the Scottish Pres-
byterian Church in Mentone. The telephone wires were
blocked with messages of condolence from all around the
world, The body was shipped back to London and lay in
view al the Common Room of the College, while some
H,000 people passed by Five funeral services were planned
alt the Tabernacle, four of them on W rdnesday, February
10th, The first was for all the church members; the second,
for ministers and students; the third, for the "Christian
workers™; and the last one, for the general public, Another
service was held the following morning before the body was
transported to Norwood Cemetery, Hundreds of thousands
lined the route. At the orphanage a stand had been erected
for the children to stand on to sing while the body passed.
However, they could only weep. Barriers had been placed
around the tomb, within which 1,000 mourmers assembled,
and bevond which several thousand crowded. The last

Susannal Spurgeon

wards were spoken by Archibald Brown, & graduate of the
College, Others who joined in the luneral services included
Dr. A, T. Pierson, Dr. Alesander MacLaren, Dr. E B, Mever,
and Ira D, Sankey on behalf of D, L. Moody, who was con-
ducting meetings in Scotland and was unable to attend.

Adter 57 years of living, 40 years of preaching, and 14,692
baptisms which led to membership at the Tabernacle, the
“silver bell” was silenced, his “pen” still preaching to mil-
lions in our generation. If he is doing what he predicted, he
is now standing on some street corner in the celestial city,
proclaiming to passing angels “the old, old story of Jesus
and His love.”

Spurgeon baptizing below the pulpit




